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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.
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Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
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     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
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    We work to provide for our 

families, but our families always 

come first.”        -Page 2

    [W]hile we exist within the 

sovereign nation called the 

United States of America, there 

exists within it both nations 

and States having their own 

sovereignty.”                    
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Does it violate due process to punish 
someone for a crime he did not commit 
even though he received a fair trial?  
Texas has answered this question “yes,” 
and perhaps just in time.  Constant 
changes in forensic sciences such as 
DNA analysis, fingerprint analysis, and 
ballistics have forced the criminal justice 
system to re-evaluate the accuracy of 
many past convictions even though 
the proceedings themselves have been 
otherwise “fair.”

Judges Bert Richardson and David 
Newell of the Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals will explain how the law has 
developed in this area, discuss significant 
cases involving exonerated defendants, 
and perhaps explain why Texas is able 

to lead the nation in the way it handles 
these difficult cases.

Bert Richardson was elected to the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals in 2014. 
Before that, he served as an Assistant 
District Attorney for Bexar County 
and Assistant U.S. Attorney. He was 
appointed to the 379th District Court of 
Bexar County in 1999. 

David Newell was elected to the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals in 2014. 
He had previously worked as an appellate 
prosecutor for 16 years in the Fort Bend 
County and then Harris County District 
Attorneys’ Offices. 

Please join us on December 12 at 
noon at the Embassy Suites to welcome 
these distinguished guests. 

112 West 8th Ave., #615
Amarillo, Texas 79101
806-371-7226

AABA Bar 
Luncheon, 
Embassy Suites
5:30-8:00 Christmas 
Reception hosted by 
Happy State Bank & Trust 
Company

Judge Bert Richardson Judge David Newell
Advanced Oil, Gas & Energy CLE,

Sprouse Shrader Smith
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PrEsiDEnt’s
PagE

By: Joby Mills

tis’ tHE HoLiDaY sEason to sPrEaD 
JoY anD sPEnD QuaLitY timE WitH 

our FamiLiEs anD FriEnDs
Except for the cold weather, I love the holiday season and the 

opportunity to spend more quality time with my family and be thankful to 
God for His many blessings.  It’s also a time reflect over the year and to 
challenge myself to improve in my personal and spiritual life.  I am also 
reminded almost on a daily basis, but often forget, how fragile life is and 
that there are many folks who are suffering during this holiday season.  My 
thoughts and prayers are with those families who have lost loved ones and 
are currently facing many life challenges.  I pray that they find peace and 
joy this holiday season.

Personally, I was very blessed to grow up in a loving, although certainly 
not perfect, family household with two wonderful parents and three older 
brothers.  Not everyone is so fortunate to have a joyful childhood with 
loving parents and siblings.  This Christmas, the AABA is accepting 
charitable donations to benefit the children who reside at the Amarillo 
Children’s Home (“ACH”).  ACH is a 
great organization that has been in 
existence for 95+ years, providing 
quality and inspirational care for 
children in need who have made 
their way to ACH thru foster care and 
our judicial system. At our annual 
Christmas Party, on December 12th 
at Happy State Bank, we are asking 
all attendees to consider making a 
donation to ACH.  Details on the 
types of gifts needed at ACH will be 
further provided in the Christmas 
party invitation.  On behalf of the 
AABA, we appreciate each of our 
members’ consideration in making 
a gift to honor and benefit the ACH 

children. We also look forward to 
celebrating this holiday season with 
our fellow members and friends of 
the AABA.  If you haven’t attended 
our annual Christmas party, I 
encourage you and your spouse/
guest to join us and celebrate this 
time of year with your fellow AABA 
members.  It’s a great time to enjoy 
each other’s company, have some 
good food and drinks, and listen to 
some live holiday music.  I hope to 
see each of you at our Christmas 
party.

As always, I welcome your 
ideas and suggestions as to how 
we can improve upon our AABA 
membership experience in 2020 
and going forward.  Be sure to take 
plenty of time off from the office this 
holiday season to spend it with your 
loved ones.  At the end of each of our 
days here on Earth, nobody reflects 
back on his/her life and utters the 
words “I wish I had spent more time 
working.”  I am reminded of this by 
my boss Mr. J. Pat Hickman.  We 
work to provide for our families, but 
our families always come first.

I wish each of our members 
and their families a very prosperous 
and joyous 2020!  

Thursday, December 12, 2019
Heavy Hors d’ oeuvres, Libations & Live Music
5:30 - 8:00p.m.

HAPPY STATE BANK & TRUST COMPANY
701 S. Taylor (Bank Lobby)
Amarillo, Texas

RSVP by December 9th to Bailey Hoffman at (806) 342-2448
or bhoffman@happybank.com

CHRISTMAS
RECEPTION

    ou are cordially invited to join
the Amarillo Area Bar Association 

for the annual

Y

We will be collecting donations for the Amarillo Children’s Home.
They are currently in need of paper goods and toiletries; �nancial donations are always welcomed.
*No clothing donations needed at this time.
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Young LaWYErs oF tHE montH: 
aBBEY & DiLLon Dunn

Abbey was born and raised in 
Vernon, Texas, where she graduated 
from Vernon High School in 2010. She 
went on to attend college locally at 
West Texas A&M, where she majored 
in Mass Communications and was 
a member of the Delta Zeta sorority. 
Upon graduating, Abbey went on to 
attend Texas Tech University School 
of Law where she was the Executive 
Articles Editor of the Administrative 
Law Journal and participated in the 
Texas Tech’s Low-Income Taxpayer 
Clinic. 

Dillon was born and raised in 

Abbey Dunn Dillon Dunn

Lubbock, Texas where he attended 
and graduated from Monterey High 
School in 2010. After high school, 
Dillon went to Texas Tech and earned 
a business management degree from 
the Rawls College of Business. After 
spending a year as a car wax and 
tire shine specialist, Dillon decided 
to take his talents to the Texas Tech 
University School of Law where he 
graduated Summa Cum Laude. 

It was at Texas Tech University 
School of Law that Abbey met Dillon 
Dunn. Despite Dillon’s proclivity to 
be a “gunner,” which Abbey claims 
to have despised, Abbey and Dillon 
quickly became close friends, 
attending church and joining a study 
group together while in law school. 
At midnight on New Year’s Eve 
2018, Dillon asked Abbey to marry 

him in front of Ryman Auditorium 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Abbey 
accepted the proposal and the two 
were married on September 28, 2019 
in Palo Duro Canyon.

Abbey practices Wealth Planning 
and Probate Law with Sprouse 
Shrader Smith and is a member of the 
AAYLA, AABA, the State Bar of Texas, 
and the Amarillo Area Women’s Bar 
Association. In her free time Abbey 
enjoys listening to country music, 
traveling, watching Texas Tech 
football, and visiting her family’s ranch 
in Vernon. Dillon works at Burdett, 
Morgan, Williamson & Boykin, and 
his practice focuses primarily on real 
estate, employment, business and 
contract law.  In his free time Dillon 
enjoys golfing, snowboarding, and 
drinking well whiskey.

INSURING TEXAS LAWYERS SINCE 1979

TLIE.org / info@tlie.org / (512) 480-9074

THIS AIN’T OUR FIRST RODEO. 
41,500 lawyers insured.
8,000 lawyers defended.
$590,000,000 claims paid.

TLIE celebrates 40 years insuring Texas attorneys.

 
 

BUSINESS VALUATION 
Litigation Matters 
Estate & Gift Tax Compliance/Planning 
Mergers & Acquisitions 
ESOP’s 
409A 

 

FAMILY LAW 
Business Valuations 
Tracing & Characterization 
Mediation & Settlement 
Expert Witness Testimony 
Assisting The Collaborative Process 

 

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION 
Breach of Fiduciary Duty 
Breach of Contract 
Fraud 
Shareholder Disputes 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Local Expert Advisors 

8212 Ithaca Ave, Suite 7 
Lubbock, Texas 79423 
(806) 853-7832 
Nick@CaprockBusinessConsuling.com 
www.CaprockBusinessConsulting.com 

Law Office of 
Ronnie Walker 

(806) 418-6482 
www.ronniewalkerlaw.com 

 

rrr 

 Have returned to private law practice after 
retiring as Randall County Court at Law 
#2 Judge. 

 Previously in private law practice for over 
30 years. 

 Triple  State  Bar Board  Certified: Family 
Law, Consumer Bankruptcy Law, and  
Business Bankruptcy Law. 

 Practice also includes: Probate/
Guardianship Law,  Mediation, General 
Practice.                     

 

       Email‐rwalkeratty@gmail.com 

              2505 Lakeview Drive, Suite 206 

            Amarillo, Texas 79109 

             www.ronniewalkerlaw.com 
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By Chief Justice Brian Quinn
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Another year’s end knocks, as do the upcoming 
sounds of hooves on roofs and a jolly old man carrying 
a goody bag for kids.  Here’s my first goody for you 
… a tale of competing jurisdictions over Navajo 
children … In re Navajo Nation, No. 07-19-00202-
CV, 2019 Tex. App. LEXIS 8224 (Tex. App.--Amarillo 
September 10, 2019, orig. proc.).  The children lived 
in Texas with their mother when the Department of 
Family and Protective Services took custody of them 
and eventually initiated suit to terminate the parental 
relationship.  After trial began, the Navajo Nation 
intervened and moved to transfer jurisdiction over 
the children to its own tribal court in Arizona.  The 
motion was denied, and our task was to determine 
whether the trial court had “good cause” to do so.  
Apparently, a federal statute recognizing an Indian 
nation’s exclusive jurisdiction over child custody 
proceedings (The Indian Child Welfare Act) had some 
exceptions.  “Good cause” was one of them, but the 
statute failed to define the term.  Following the lead 
of another court, we applied a forum non convens 
analysis and agreed with the trial court that it was 
best positioned to adjudicate the custody matter.  In 
short, the age of the proceeding, the location of most 
all witnesses in Lubbock, and the ease with which the 
tribal representative could participate via phone could 
be viewed as “good cause” to deny the transfer.   This 
case is a reminder to us that while we exist within the 
sovereign nation called the United States of America, 
there exists within it both nations and States having 
their own sovereignty.  Balancing the rights of each 
can be tricky.

 I previously wrote about the link between final 

judgments and our appellate jurisdiction.  Normally, 
without one we have none.  That even applies to some 
administrative issues, like an application to write bail 
bonds.  You must apply to the county bail bond board, 
and the board must act on it by “order.”  In Lopez v. 
Guadalupe Cty. Bail Bond Bd., No. 07-19-00020-CV, 
2019 Tex. App. LEXIS 5999 (ex. App.--Amarillo July 
19, 2019, ___), the local board denied the application 
and noted the decision within its meeting minutes.  
Our job was to determine if that sufficed.  It required us 
to construe the meaning of “order”, which we said was 
a separate writing manifesting a decision entered of 
record.  The meeting minutes were not that.  Without 
an order, the district court lacked jurisdiction over 
Lopez’ attempt to appeal the decision, and so did we.  
So, always get that order and make sure its final.  

 Now, on to the rest of the year and the reason 
for the season.  To you I wish “peace on earth, good 
will towards men” every day.     

aaYLa uPDatE
By Thomas McMillian

“I will try nine hundred and ninety-
nice case, if clients will continue to trust 
me, and if I fail, just as I have today, 
will try the thousandth.” – Franklin 
Pierce, The United States’ tenth lawyer-
president.

“The life of a truly great lawyer 
must be one of severe and intense 
application . . . it is not by sudden, 
vigorous efforts that he is to succeed 
. . . but by patient, enduring energy.” – 
Rutherford B. Hayes, The United States’ 
thirteenth lawyer-president.

The holiday season is here! 
December is a special time for me not 
only because of the festivities that come 
along with it, but because it marks the 
beginning both of my legal career and 
my membership in the Amarillo legal 
community. Eleven years ago, I packed 
up my belongings and headed “up from 
San Antone.” Side note: I spent the 
night in Lubbock so I can’t say I got here 
“by morning.” I grew fond of West Texas 
during my time as an undergraduate at 
Texas Tech and decided I wanted to 
return to begin my career. That has been 
one of the best decisions I have ever 
made. I started with Scott Brumley over 
at the Potter County Attorney’s Office. 
Since then I have worked for Randall 
Sims at the 47th District Attorney’s 
Office, Justice Quinn at the 7th Court 
of Appeals, and currently for Bryan 
McWilliams at the City of Amarillo. 
Each of these lawyers has taught me 
valuable lessons and helped me grow 
as a lawyer and as a person. I am so 
grateful for the opportunities I’ve had 
here in Amarillo and I look forwarding to 
serving this great community for many 
years to come.

The Amarillo Area Young Lawyers 
Association is holding a luggage drive for 
Child Protective Services. Many children 
in the CPS system are without luggage 
to transport their belongings. To address 
this need we are soliciting donations of 
luggage during the month of December. 
Look for more information through blast 
emails and announcements. For more 
information contact Alysia Cordova 
at alysia.cordova@sprouselaw.com 
or Titiana Frausto at titiana.frausto@
uwlaw.com. Additionally, the Las Vegas 

CLE will be held on Friday, February 7, 
2019 at the Venetian and Palazzo Resort 
and Casino. Rooms are $129.00 per 
night plus resort fee and tax. Booking 
information has been emailed out. If you 

have any questions please email me at 
thomas.mcmillian@amarillo.gov. 

I wish all of you Happy Holidays 
and a prosperous New Year!

Scott
Richardson
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AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question 
below and send your answer to cbyrom@bf-law.com 
and you will win a rolling 
briefcase provided by 
the State Bar of Texas.

Which U.S. President 
nominated Judge Mary 
Lou Robinson to the United 
States District Court for the 
Northern District of Texas.
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went on to attend college locally at 
West Texas A&M, where she majored 
in Mass Communications and was 
a member of the Delta Zeta sorority. 
Upon graduating, Abbey went on to 
attend Texas Tech University School 
of Law where she was the Executive 
Articles Editor of the Administrative 
Law Journal and participated in the 
Texas Tech’s Low-Income Taxpayer 
Clinic. 

Dillon was born and raised in 

Abbey Dunn Dillon Dunn

Lubbock, Texas where he attended 
and graduated from Monterey High 
School in 2010. After high school, 
Dillon went to Texas Tech and earned 
a business management degree from 
the Rawls College of Business. After 
spending a year as a car wax and 
tire shine specialist, Dillon decided 
to take his talents to the Texas Tech 
University School of Law where he 
graduated Summa Cum Laude. 

It was at Texas Tech University 
School of Law that Abbey met Dillon 
Dunn. Despite Dillon’s proclivity to 
be a “gunner,” which Abbey claims 
to have despised, Abbey and Dillon 
quickly became close friends, 
attending church and joining a study 
group together while in law school. 
At midnight on New Year’s Eve 
2018, Dillon asked Abbey to marry 

him in front of Ryman Auditorium 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Abbey 
accepted the proposal and the two 
were married on September 28, 2019 
in Palo Duro Canyon.

Abbey practices Wealth Planning 
and Probate Law with Sprouse 
Shrader Smith and is a member of the 
AAYLA, AABA, the State Bar of Texas, 
and the Amarillo Area Women’s Bar 
Association. In her free time Abbey 
enjoys listening to country music, 
traveling, watching Texas Tech 
football, and visiting her family’s ranch 
in Vernon. Dillon works at Burdett, 
Morgan, Williamson & Boykin, and 
his practice focuses primarily on real 
estate, employment, business and 
contract law.  In his free time Dillon 
enjoys golfing, snowboarding, and 
drinking well whiskey.

INSURING TEXAS LAWYERS SINCE 1979

TLIE.org / info@tlie.org / (512) 480-9074

THIS AIN’T OUR FIRST RODEO. 
41,500 lawyers insured.
8,000 lawyers defended.
$590,000,000 claims paid.

TLIE celebrates 40 years insuring Texas attorneys.

 
 

BUSINESS VALUATION 
Litigation Matters 
Estate & Gift Tax Compliance/Planning 
Mergers & Acquisitions 
ESOP’s 
409A 

 

FAMILY LAW 
Business Valuations 
Tracing & Characterization 
Mediation & Settlement 
Expert Witness Testimony 
Assisting The Collaborative Process 

 

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION 
Breach of Fiduciary Duty 
Breach of Contract 
Fraud 
Shareholder Disputes 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Local Expert Advisors 

8212 Ithaca Ave, Suite 7 
Lubbock, Texas 79423 
(806) 853-7832 
Nick@CaprockBusinessConsuling.com 
www.CaprockBusinessConsulting.com 

Law Office of 
Ronnie Walker 

(806) 418-6482 
www.ronniewalkerlaw.com 

 

rrr 

 Have returned to private law practice after 
retiring as Randall County Court at Law 
#2 Judge. 

 Previously in private law practice for over 
30 years. 

 Triple  State  Bar Board  Certified: Family 
Law, Consumer Bankruptcy Law, and  
Business Bankruptcy Law. 

 Practice also includes: Probate/
Guardianship Law,  Mediation, General 
Practice.                     

 

       Email‐rwalkeratty@gmail.com 

              2505 Lakeview Drive, Suite 206 

            Amarillo, Texas 79109 

             www.ronniewalkerlaw.com 
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PrEsiDEnt’s
PagE

By: Joby Mills

tis’ tHE HoLiDaY sEason to sPrEaD 
JoY anD sPEnD QuaLitY timE WitH 

our FamiLiEs anD FriEnDs
Except for the cold weather, I love the holiday season and the 

opportunity to spend more quality time with my family and be thankful to 
God for His many blessings.  It’s also a time reflect over the year and to 
challenge myself to improve in my personal and spiritual life.  I am also 
reminded almost on a daily basis, but often forget, how fragile life is and 
that there are many folks who are suffering during this holiday season.  My 
thoughts and prayers are with those families who have lost loved ones and 
are currently facing many life challenges.  I pray that they find peace and 
joy this holiday season.

Personally, I was very blessed to grow up in a loving, although certainly 
not perfect, family household with two wonderful parents and three older 
brothers.  Not everyone is so fortunate to have a joyful childhood with 
loving parents and siblings.  This Christmas, the AABA is accepting 
charitable donations to benefit the children who reside at the Amarillo 
Children’s Home (“ACH”).  ACH is a 
great organization that has been in 
existence for 95+ years, providing 
quality and inspirational care for 
children in need who have made 
their way to ACH thru foster care and 
our judicial system. At our annual 
Christmas Party, on December 12th 
at Happy State Bank, we are asking 
all attendees to consider making a 
donation to ACH.  Details on the 
types of gifts needed at ACH will be 
further provided in the Christmas 
party invitation.  On behalf of the 
AABA, we appreciate each of our 
members’ consideration in making 
a gift to honor and benefit the ACH 

children. We also look forward to 
celebrating this holiday season with 
our fellow members and friends of 
the AABA.  If you haven’t attended 
our annual Christmas party, I 
encourage you and your spouse/
guest to join us and celebrate this 
time of year with your fellow AABA 
members.  It’s a great time to enjoy 
each other’s company, have some 
good food and drinks, and listen to 
some live holiday music.  I hope to 
see each of you at our Christmas 
party.

As always, I welcome your 
ideas and suggestions as to how 
we can improve upon our AABA 
membership experience in 2020 
and going forward.  Be sure to take 
plenty of time off from the office this 
holiday season to spend it with your 
loved ones.  At the end of each of our 
days here on Earth, nobody reflects 
back on his/her life and utters the 
words “I wish I had spent more time 
working.”  I am reminded of this by 
my boss Mr. J. Pat Hickman.  We 
work to provide for our families, but 
our families always come first.

I wish each of our members 
and their families a very prosperous 
and joyous 2020!  

Thursday, December 12, 2019
Heavy Hors d’ oeuvres, Libations & Live Music
5:30 - 8:00p.m.

HAPPY STATE BANK & TRUST COMPANY
701 S. Taylor (Bank Lobby)
Amarillo, Texas

RSVP by December 9th to Bailey Hoffman at (806) 342-2448
or bhoffman@happybank.com

CHRISTMAS
RECEPTION

    ou are cordially invited to join
the Amarillo Area Bar Association 

for the annual

Y

We will be collecting donations for the Amarillo Children’s Home.
They are currently in need of paper goods and toiletries; �nancial donations are always welcomed.
*No clothing donations needed at this time.
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YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013

Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
Page 4

“

YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013

Judge Clinton E. Averitte, President
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Tim D. Newsom, Vice President
Pamela Trimble Gleason, Secretary-Treasurer
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50 YEARLAWYERS

“ Back Row:Jon Oden, Ben Sturgeon, Walter Wolfram, Don Patterson, Don Jackson, Richard Brainerd
Middle Row: Robert Sanders, Jerry Johnson, Alan Adkins, James Dorres, George Jennings, Jr., Don
Dean, Tom Morris, Dee Miller, Oth Miller
Front Row: Judge Nobles, Justice Boyd, Speaker Broadus Spivey, Bob Templeton, Bob Smith
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S
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    We work to provide for our 

families, but our families always 

come first.”        -Page 2

    [W]hile we exist within the 

sovereign nation called the 

United States of America, there 

exists within it both nations 

and States having their own 

sovereignty.”                    

            -Page 4
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ActuAl innocence:
toP to bottom

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Joby Mills, President
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Brad Howard, Immediate Past President
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Robyn Nance
Laura Hale
Thomas McMillian
 
Thomas McMillian, AAYLA President
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Terms Expire 2021:
John Hedrick
Tyler Topper
Blair Oscarsson

Does it violate due process to punish 
someone for a crime he did not commit 
even though he received a fair trial?  
Texas has answered this question “yes,” 
and perhaps just in time.  Constant 
changes in forensic sciences such as 
DNA analysis, fingerprint analysis, and 
ballistics have forced the criminal justice 
system to re-evaluate the accuracy of 
many past convictions even though 
the proceedings themselves have been 
otherwise “fair.”

Judges Bert Richardson and David 
Newell of the Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals will explain how the law has 
developed in this area, discuss significant 
cases involving exonerated defendants, 
and perhaps explain why Texas is able 

to lead the nation in the way it handles 
these difficult cases.

Bert Richardson was elected to the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals in 2014. 
Before that, he served as an Assistant 
District Attorney for Bexar County 
and Assistant U.S. Attorney. He was 
appointed to the 379th District Court of 
Bexar County in 1999. 

David Newell was elected to the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals in 2014. 
He had previously worked as an appellate 
prosecutor for 16 years in the Fort Bend 
County and then Harris County District 
Attorneys’ Offices. 

Please join us on December 12 at 
noon at the Embassy Suites to welcome 
these distinguished guests. 

112 West 8th Ave., #615
Amarillo, Texas 79101
806-371-7226

AABA Bar 
Luncheon, 
Embassy Suites
5:30-8:00 Christmas 
Reception hosted by 
Happy State Bank & Trust 
Company

Judge Bert Richardson Judge David Newell
Advanced Oil, Gas & Energy CLE,

Sprouse Shrader Smith


