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Amarillo Area Bar Association honored 19 of its previous Presidents at the
monthly luncheon on April 11. Pictured above are: Back row: Tim Newsom,
Paul Williamson, Dusty Stockard, Bill Brian, Chris Jensen, James Doores, Tom
Bunkley, Hon. Clint Averitte, Brian Heinrich, and John Irwin. Seated: Robert
Sanders, Brad Howard (current President), Hon. Abe Lopez, Mark White, Terry
White, Michele Fortunato, Susan Burnette, Kelly Utsinger, and Justice James
Campbell. Also attending but not pictured was Mark Logsdon.
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PlaYing in thE Band

I would like to give thanks to everyone who has made this such a good
year for the AABA. Some of the best things about this year include our
members’ renewed interest in assisting Legal Aid with its pro bono efforts
in our local communities (thanks to Kay Pechin for showing us how to
help), the formation of a committee to work with judges to update our local
rules (thanks to Tom Riney for chairing the committee), and the wonderful
collaboration among the AABA, the Amarillo Area Bar Foundation (AABF),
the Amarillo Area Young Lawyers Association (AAYLA), and the Amarillo
Area Women’s Bar Association (AAWBA) to support the promised land of
the new-look Spring Institute on May 3rd.
The local bar associations, including the AABA, AABF, AAYLA, and
AAWBA, all provide a great service to the bar, and we are extremely grateful
for their efforts. On behalf of AABA, I want to express great appreciation
to Joby Mills, Jennie Knapp, and Matt Sherwood for their exceptional
work to keep the AABA trucking along. Joby will serve as President next
year, Jennie as President-Elect, and Matt as Vice President, and we also
welcome Liberty Lay as our new Secretary-Treasurer. The AABA will
be in great hands, and I will try to mentor them as well as Chris Jensen
mentored me this year in his role as Past-President. I would like to thank
our outgoing Directors: Audrey Mink, Josh Woodburn, and Bobby Ramirez,
who dutifully served their two-year terms as Directors, and welcome our
incoming Directors: John Headrick, Blair Oscarsson, and Tyler Topper. As a
result of rotating leadership, adherence to traditional bar values, and fresh
new faces, AABA is built to last.
The AAYLA has elected the following officers for next year: Thomas
McMillian (President), Richard Biggs (Vice President), Brittany Taylor
(Treasurer), and Ben Doyle (Secretary). Please be sure to thank them for
their service to the Bar. The AAYLA Directors include virtually every single
young lawyer in town, but more specifically: Tyler Alley, William Biggs,
Cole Brown, Alysia Cordova, Tyler DiMarino, Grant Gibson, Joe Hinton,
Jake Jekabsons, Tom Knapp, Matthew Merriott, Cho Sherwood, Matthew
Stringer, Paige Havins, Andy Linn (new), Eric Clinton (new), Jonathan
Hinders (new), Titiana Frausto (new), and Monique Pena (new). AAYLA is
very active in our local Bar and regularly sponsors CLE, happy hour events,
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and fundraisers to support bar
members and our local community.
Thanks also to Andrew
Evans, the AABF President, who
was steady in his leadership and
then went above and beyond by
agreeing to form a committee to
set up the Beef with the Bench
fundraiser in March to support
Legal Aid. Blair Oscarrson and
the Amarillo Area Women’s Bar
Association provided great support
for the Spring Institute and created
the first annual alternative to golf
event. Andrew, Blair, and everyone
who serves with them on AABF and
AAWBA deserve our many thanks
for their service to the Bar. Also,
I want to give special thanks to our
AMA-LAW Editor Erica Beacom,
who puts in a lot of hours to ensure
that AMA-LAW is error freeze (just
kidding, Erica), content-driven, and
roughly on time. Hers are the eyes
of the world.
Finally, I would Iike to thank
our Executive Director Janet Byars
for her work to ensure, by means
of friendly suggestions and gentle
nudging, that the AABA Executive
Board consistently meets the
annual requirements. Janet is uber
organized, very pleasant to work
with, and a real part of the AABA’s
recurring success.
It is humbling to work with
so many leaders and others who
toil behind the scenes without any
expectation of recognition.
To
those I have not mentioned, thank
you for being the silent partners who
make our dynamic bar organization
succeed year after year. It has been
a real pleasure to serve with all of
you and make sure the music never
stopped.

Whether your trial is in Amarillo or Lubbock,
My Place has you covered.

AMARILLO

LUBBOCK

(806) 803-9501

(806) 701-4196

2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124

6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

myplacehotels.com
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7th Court of
aPPEals uPdatE
By Chief Justice Brian Quinn

A trial court cannot grant a no-answer default judgment
when an answer has been filed. Just when you think that is
a rather basic rule everyone knows, here comes the curve
ball. In Traditions Oil & Gas, LLC v. Comac Well Serv., LLC,
No. 07-17-00374-CV, 2019 Tex. App. LEXIS 2126 (Tex.
App.—Amarillo March 18, 2018), the trial court 1) granted a
no-answer default judgment when an answer had not been
filed, 2) granted the defendant’s motion for new trial, and
3) then reconsidered its decision and “reinstated” its prior
default judgment. It just so happened that the defendant
slipped in an answer before the default was reinstated. We
held that the reinstatement did not nullify its prior decision
to grant a new trial and was actually a new no-answer
default judgment. That is when the rule kicked in . . . ya
can’t grant a no-answer default judgment after an answer
was filed. Ah, technicalities . . . the life of the law.
I was sitting in a legislative budget hearing in Austin
recently when Chief Justice Hecht was asked about the
growing number of cases terminating the parental rights
between parent and child. Apparently, it is a concern to
many, not just us judges. It seems that most of the parents
involved are indigent. That means they are entitled to
appointed counsel. In In re A.R., No. 07-18-00350-CV, 2019
Tex. App. LEXIS 524 (Tex. App.—Amarillo Jan. 28, 2019), the
father appeared by phone after being arrested in another
state and without counsel. The trial court had not informed
him of his right to an attorney if indigent. Father’s time on
the phone was limited, and he asked for an extension so he
could work services to keep his parental rights. Time ran out
for the father and his calls were disconnected. But the trial
continued. We treated the father’s multiple pro se requests

for an extension as a request for a continuance because it
was made under oath. And, because he was not told of his
right to an attorney if he were indigent and the trial was not
halted so the topic of indigence could be addressed, we
concluded that a continuance was warranted and granted
father a new trial. While out-and-about, I’ve heard some lay
people call constitutional rights mere “technicalities.” That
kind of makes me chuckle. Nevertheless, parental rights are
of constitutional dimension. Whether they are technicalities
or not, interference with them must proceed with caution
and care.
With this, I again end thusly . . . “summertime, and the
livin’ is easy.” Talk to you next Fall.
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Document Copying & Printing
Scan To Disc
Bates Numbering
Courtroom Display Posters
Photo Printing
Blow Backs
Same Day Turnarounds
Competitive Rates
Free Pick Up/Delivery (Amarillo)
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Color copies as low as $0.49 each
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2x3 Trial Exhibit Boards as low as $40.00 each

Only litigation copying center in the
Texas Panhandle with over 23 years experience

416 SW 8th Street • Amarillo, TX 79101 • 806.342.0606 ext. 24
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AABA History Quiz
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question
below and send your answer to ebeacom@bf-law.
com and you will win a
rolling briefcase provided
by the State Bar of Texas.
Who was the
governor of Texas?

SAVE THE DATE
2019 Trial Academy
on Voir DireLaw
and
Jury
Office
of Selection
Titiana D. Frausto

Announcing the opening of the Law Office
Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. T
Suite 1505. Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the area
Potter
County
Criminal
DefenseCourthouse
and Family Law. She practiced
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Of
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal represe
Alisa
Scott tion and personalized attention to residents of the T
Panhandle.

October 17, 2019

first
1-800-204-2222

AABF Scholarship
Announcement
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation is pleased to announce that
Jalee Blackwell, Brad Bowen,
Christian Filsouf, and Molly Madsen
are the recipients of the 2019-2020
AABF scholarships. Jalee was born
in Amarillo and graduated from
West Texas A&M University with a
Bachelor of Business Administration
in International Business. She will
graduate from West Texas A&M
University this semester with a
Master of Business Administration.
Brad was born in Amarillo, graduated
from Amarillo High School, and
attended Amarillo College.
He
received a Bachelor of Business
Administration in Accounting and a
Master of Science in Accountancy
from Texas A&M University. He is
admitted at the University of Texas
School of Law. Christian grew up
in Amarillo and graduated from
Amarillo High School. He graduated
from The University of Texas at
Dallas with both a Bachelor of
Business Administration and Master
of Business Administration. He is
currently admitted at the Southern
Methodist University Dedman School
of Law. Molly grew up in Amarillo
and graduated from Amarillo High
School. She received a Bachelor
of Science in Civil Engineering
from Texas Tech University and is
currently completing her second
year at the University of Texas
School of Law. Each scholarship is
$2,500 for the 2019-2020 academic
year. Congratulations to this year’s
recipients.
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Scott
Richardson
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Managing

&Preserving
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Wright
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happybank.com
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Carter
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In Memorium
Robert E. “Bob” Barfield 89, of Amarillo, died Monday, March 19, 2019 in Amarillo.
Bob was born August 8, 1929 in Lorane, Georgia, to Henry Lee and Minnie Daniel Barfield. He
was raised in Lorane and Macon, Georgia. He graduated Mercer University in Macon with both an
A.B. and LL.B.
Bob served in the Army from 1953 to 1955, beginning during peace talks of the Korean War.
He practiced law in Macon, Lubbock and Amarillo from 1955 until 2009, with a two year interval
in the stock brokerage business from 1969 to 1971. Bob was fond of saying he had “practiced
law for fifty years and was going to keep practicing until he got it right”. He was a regular attender,
vestry member and lay reader at several Episcopal and Anglican churches. He was a member of
St. Mark’s Anglican Church at the time of his death.
One AABA lawyer of Bob’s generation remembers that Bob was the first lawyer hired to serve
the needs of the indigent after bar president Harlow Sprouse formed a committee in the early 1970s
to study and recommend the establishment of legal aid in our community, financed by Amarillo
Bar Association member dues. Another lawyer of Bob’s generation recalls that Bob Barfield was
“pleasant, courteous.”
Bob was preceded in death by a son Robert, Jr. He is survived by two daughters, Ellen Elizabeth
and Susan Keophila, by four grandchildren and seven great-grandchilden.

aaBa/aaBf/aaYla
swEaring-in CErEMonY &
rECEPtion

Date: Thursday, May 30, 2019
Location: Happy State Bank and Trust
Company * Executive Dining Room
(1st Floor)
701 S. Taylor, Amarillo, Texas
Time: 5:30p.m.

Please join us for a swearing-in ceremony
and reception honoring our newly elected officers
and directors of the Amarillo Area Bar Association,
Amarillo Area Bar Foundation, and Amarillo Area
Young Lawyers Association for the 2019-20 fiscal
year. We also will be honoring our outgoing officers
and directors of each respective board for their
service. Heavy hor d’ouevres and drinks will be
served.
Please RSVP to Jennifer at jcruz@happybank.
com

Virtual Office - Day Office - Office Suites - Conference Rooms - Plug & Play

600 S. Tyler, Suite 2100 • 806-350-7410
cathy@downtownexecoffice.com
downtownexecoffice.com
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Young lawYEr of thE
Month: BrodY g. hinds
Brody G. Hinds

In 2018, Brody G. Hinds joined
Brown & Fortunato as a member of
the firm’s Corporate group where
he spends his time keeping Alfonso
Zambrano and Tom Knapp in line.
Brody was raised in Keys, Oklahoma
(read: panhandle). Loving all things
Oklahoma, Brody ventured off to big
city of Norman to seek a Bachelor of
Arts in Public Affairs and Administration from the University of Oklahoma.
After graduating with honors,

Brody decided he loved Norman
too much to leave and enrolled in
the University of Oklahoma College
of Law. In 2018, Brody received his
Juris Doctor from the University of
Oklahoma College of Law, graduating with distinction. While at OU Law,
he served as the Executive Editor
of the American Indian Law Review,
was named a Dean’s Leadership Fellow, and served as a member of the
Board of Advocates.
After spending the good majority
of his life within the state of Oklaho-

ma, Brody decided to take his talents
to Amarillo, Texas. At Brown & Fortunato, Brody is learning the ‘art of
the deal’ through the firm’s mergers
& acquisitions practice. Brody is also
a member of the State Bar of Texas,
the Amarillo Bar Association, and the
Amarillo Young Lawyers Association.
When Brody is not in the office
closing deals, Brody enjoys traveling,
spending time with friends and family,
and cheering on the Oklahoma
Sooners.

Downtown law firm with free standing building located at 310 W. 6th Street, has two, currently vacant offices for
rent. Offices are each approximately 11x14’. Tenants would have access to a waiting area staffed with receptionists and two large conference rooms as well as off street parking. Space was formerly occupied for over 40 years
by the Law Office of Selden Hale. Please contact Jeff Tormey at 355-2700 for further information.

Page 8

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Permit No. 195
Amarillo, Texas

112 West
Ave.,
#615
112
West8th
8th
Ave.,
#615
Amarillo,
Texas
79101
Amarillo, Texas 79101
806-371-7226

Return Service Requested
COMMITTEE
AEXECUTIVE
Publication
of the Amarillo Area Bar Association

Brad Howard, President
Brian
Heinrich,
PresidentPresident
Judge
Clinton
E. Averitte,
JobyP.
Mills,
President-Elect
Tim
D.
Brian
P. Newsom,
Heinrich,
President-Elect
Jennie
Knapp, President-Elect
Vice
President
Dusty
President
Tim
D.Stockard,
Newsom,Vice
Vice
President
Matt
Sherwood,
Secretary-Treasurer
Matt
Sherwood,
Secretary-Treasurer
Pamela
Trimble Gleason,
Secretary-Treasurer
Chris
Jensen,
Immediate
Past President
JusticeAnn
Clinton
E. Immediate
Averitte, Immediate
Past President
Terry
White,
Past President
Terms Expire 2019: Terms Expire 2020:
Robyn Nance
Audrey Mink COMMITTEE
EXECUTIVE
Laura
Hale
Josh Expire
Woodburn
2014
Terms
2013
Expire 2015
2014
Terms
Expire
Thomas
McMillian
Bobby
Ramirez
Adrian
Castillo
Mark
Logsdon
Adrian
Castillo
Joni
Kleinschmidt
Andrea Slater
Liberty
Lay Gulley
Andrea
Slater Gulley
Tod
Mayfield
Courtney
White, AAYLA President
Johnny
Merritt
Brad
Howard
Johnny K.
Merritt
Randall
Sims
Janet Byars, Executive Director
EricaHale,
Beacom,
AMA-LAW
Editor
Laura
AAYLA
President
Jeremi
K.
Young,
AAYLA
President
Jo Ann Holt, Executive Director
Elizabeth Jepson,
Jepson, Editor
Editor of
Elizabeth
of AMA-LAW
AMA-LAW

Your Bar EvEnts - MaY 2019

16

76

23

65

98

87

21

1

29

11

17

18

24

45

28

10

25

Old Lawyer
Luncheon,
11:45 a.m.
Amarillo Club

16
15

15
14

22

14
13

21

3

13
12

15

9

S

12
11

23
22

22
21

14

21
20

8

2

F

20
19

7

T

19
18

30
29

31
30
24
23
17
16

109

27

29
28

20

1

28
27

31
25
24
18
17
11
10

19

13

W

27
26

12

6

T

26
25

5

M

Office
Closed
Memorial Day

S

Spring
Institute

Spring Institute

M
M

30

Swearing-In
Ceremony &
Reception, 5:30-7:00.
Happy State Bank

31

SS

T
T

W
W

TT

FF

32

OUR b
BaR
AR eEvents
VENTS -- m
May
AY 2014
2013
yYouR

26

4

SS

34

