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And, to be truthful, I like

it when parties solve their
own problems because it
usually saves money, time and

”

headache for everyone.
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tion, how PWC auditors failed to un- against PWC.
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“Turn, Turn, Turn”

I recently attended a funeral service that ended with a sing along to
the recorded version of “Turn, Turn, Turn,” the ecclesiastical cycle of life
made famous in song by the Byrds . As the song goes, “To everything/
Turn, turn, turn/There is a season/Turn, turn, turn/And a time to every
purpose….” The song equally applies to your participation in the Amarillo
Area Bar Association. There is a time to renew, a time to gather and learn,
a time to honor members, a time to say goodbye to beloved colleagues in
the bar, a time to infuse the leadership ranks with fresh but familiar faces,
and a time to wrap it all up before we start the entire bar cycle again. Our
bar year winds down in early Spring with the last bar luncheon in April and
our annual Spring Institute. The Spring Institute was designed as an event
to bring us all together one last time during the bar year to catch up on CLE,
golf with colleagues, and attend a traditional dinner celebration with food,
drink and friends.
Like the seasons of life, the Spring Institute is changing in a meaningful
and refreshing way! In recent years attendance has fallen off, attributable in
large part to the difficulty of attending events in three different places over
two days as well as competing demands for our members’ time. The “NewLook” Spring Institute, the brainchild of many current and former officers
of AABA and coordinated this year by Jennie Knapp at Underwood, will all
take place in one day (Friday, May 3rd) and at one location, the Tascosa
Golf Club. The morning session starts with breakfast and CLE and the early
afternoon session is comprised of two events. These two events include: (1)
our friendly, but competitive golf tournament, and (2) AAWBA’s brand new
event (activity TBD). Later in the afternoon we will gather for a Happy Hour
followed by a fajita dinner buffet. The best part? Every single session is
located in the Tascosa Golf Club. Just as in years past, members may elect
to bring their spouse or a guest to the “dinner event” portion of the Spring
Institute. Our fajita dinner is a little more casual, and as such please feel
free to dress the part with golf or casual attire. Our hope is that our “New
Look” events will inspire more singing lawyers, dancing Bar Presidents, and
laughter while avoiding copious amounts of travel or too little steak for too
much money. A new season is upon us, and I truly hope our members will
embrace this wonderful change and make your way to the Spring Institute.
See you there!
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The AABA Nominating Committee is pleased to present the
following slate of Officers and Directors to be voted upon by the
membership at the AABA meeting on April 11th:
SLATE OF AABA OFFICERS AND
DIRECTORS 2019-2020
President:
Joby Mills
President-Elect: Jennie Knapp
Vice-President: Matt Sherwood
Past-President: Brad Howard
Sec/Treasurer: Liberty Lay
Directors Terms Expire 2020:
Laura Hale
Thomas McMillian
Robyn Nance
Directors Terms Expire 2021:
John Headrick
Blair Oscarsson
Tyler Topper

Additional nominations may
be made by submission of a petition to the Secretary/Treasurer at
least 5 days prior to the election.
Such petition shall be signed by
5 or more regular members of
the AABA and shall designate the
name and office of one or more
regular members to be placed
among the list of nominees.

The
AABA
Executive
Committee approved three new
Directors for the Amarillo Area
Bar
Foundation
2019-2020
year. Please help me welcome
Judge Walt Weaver, Jil WieckTrout, and Courtney Miller to
this hardworking group. We
would like to thank Judge
Pamela Sirmon, David Russell,
and Rhonda Luginbyhl for their
service to the foundation.

Remembrance of Beloved Leaders
The Amarillo Area Bar Association has recently lost three pillars of the legal community. We remember and honor the lives of Wales Madden, Mary Lou Robinson and Ed Hinshaw:
Wales Madden

Wales served in the U.S. Navy aboard the USS Lipan ATF 85 from March 1945 until August 1946. He obtained his
undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Texas and would remain a true orange blood for the rest of his
life. Wales was also the youngest member ever to serve on the University of Texas Board of Regents. For his years of
service to the University, Wales was awarded the Santa Rita and Distinguished Alumnus awards.
After he graduated law school, Wales joined the Amarillo Bar Association and worked as an attorney at Shamrock
Oil and Gas Corp., and then a partner at Selectman and Madden. He later joined up with his friend, T. Boone Pickens,
to serve on the Board of Mesa Petroleum. Wales would go on to serve on more than fifty boards and commissions,
public and private, during his lifetime.
For most of his life, Wales was immersed in politics. The Democratic Party held his time and attention until the
mid-eighties when he switched to the Republican Party as it took hold in Texas. Over many decades, Wales kept
friends on both sides of the aisle, eventually establishing personal relationships with four past U.S. presidents and a
myriad of governors, senators and representatives.
Wales had a distinguished career in public service, serving as President of the Ex-Students’ Association of the
University of Texas and a Board Member on the University of Texas Donald D. Harrington Fellows Program, Amarillo
National Resource Center, and the University of Texas Centennial Commission.

Mary Lou Robinson

After graduating from the University of Texas law school, Mary Lou Robinson moved back to her home town of
Amarillo in 1950, with her husband A.J., whom she met in law school, and then became a county court-at-law judge in
1955. Ironically, under state law, women were still not permitted to serve on Texas juries or sign contracts under their
own names.
“I couldn’t buy an automobile because I couldn’t sign the note,” Robinson recalled. “At the same time, I was
trying lawsuits that involved millions of dollars.”
In 1960, she became a state district judge and eventually was the first woman to serve on a Texas appellate
court. In 1979, President Carter named her to the federal bench. Her career highlights include helping to promote the
passage of the Texas Equal Rights Amendment and presiding over the Oprah Winfrey beef trial in 1998. In contrast to
other highly publicized trials, Judge Robinson made sure that decorum was preserved and that a fair trial was given
to all parties.
In 2018, the same year Robinson went on inactive senior status, legislation was enacted to rename the Amarillo federal building where she served as the J. Marvin Jones Federal Building and Mary Lou Robinson United States
Courthouse.
According to colleagues, Robinson acknowledged some pressure being a young female pioneer in a male-dominated profession, saying, “If I really fouled up, it wasn’t Mary Lou that fouled up. It was women who couldn’t do the
job.”
In an oral history interview in 2006, Judge Robinson was matter of fact about the challenges she faced. “Over the
years people say…what problems did you face here, partly because of being a woman or partly being such a young
judge,” Robinson recalled. “My answer is: well, you know, I was just having a really good time. And I think I still am.”

Ed Hinshaw

Ed was born August 31, 1937 in Panhandle, Texas, to Clark “Shorty” Oliver Hinshaw and Vita Thompson Hinshaw.
He proudly served in the United States Army. Ed married Marva Hines on April 7, 1966 in Claude, Texas. He received
his undergraduate degree in 1971 from Lubbock Christian University and chose to further his education at the Baylor
School of Law where he graduated in 1975.
Ed served as the Carson County Attorney for 16 years. An avid sports lover, especially Panhandle High School
athletics, he attended and videoed hundreds of games often gifting the athletes with film of their sport. In fact, he
would often follow Panhandle Panther athletes as they continued their collegiate sporting careers.
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7th court of
aPPEaLs uPdatE
By Chief Justice Brian Quinn

Be ready . . . if you sue a governmental entity, prepare
to defend against a plea to the jurisdiction based on
immunity. That even is true in proceedings implicating
the Texas Public Information Act (PIA). As we explained in
Texas Tech University v. Dolcefino Comm., LLC, No. 07-1800225-CV, 2018 Tex. App. LEXIS 9952 (Tex. App.—Amarillo
Dec. 4, 2018, orig. proceeding), the PIA contains a provision
waiving sovereign immunity for mandamus proceedings.
But, the waiver is dependent upon certain conditions
occurring. The ones in question require the governmental
entity to have refused to supply the information you sought
or request an attorney general’s opinion explaining whether
it can or should be provided. Those prerequisites are found
in § 552.321(a) of the Texas Government Code. I guess it
is only logical; if the entity has not refused to provide the
information then do you really have a ripe complaint? In
any case . . . just be ready for the jurisdictional battle sure
to come.
One of my ex-law partners told me years ago that “it’s
best to settle suit before the trial court settles it for you.” He

was referring to a control thing; once you turn the dispute
over to the court for resolution, you generally lose control
over what the resolution is. And, to be truthful, I like it when
parties solve their own problems because it usually saves
money, time and headache for everyone. That notion most
likely underlies the purpose of Texas Rule of Civil Procedure
191.2 which requires a certificate of conference telling the
court that you tried to resolve your discovery disputes. But,
as we said again in Cogsdil v. Jimmy Fincher Body Shop,
LLC, No. 07-17-00054-CV, 2018 Tex. App. LEXIS 9209 (Tex.
App.—Amarillo Nov. 8, 2018), it is up to the trial court to
decide what to do if you fail to confer before turning to the
court. It can enforce Rule 191.2 or not. But, my ex-law
partner’s words still ring true, and I bet the court still would
appreciate you trying to work things out before you come
a-knockin’.
By the time you read this, we will be in the midst of
Spring Break season. It’s not just for students anymore, in
my view. I think we all benefit from an escape from work.
This year, try it and see.

AMARILLO AREA ESTATE PLANNING COUNCIL
TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL INSTITUTE ON ESTATE PLANNING
MAY 2 & 3, 2019
Amarillo College Downtown Campus
1314 S. Polk, Amarillo, Texas
William Paul Bowers - Understanding the Benefits of the new Section 199A Deduction
Kyle Gardner - Yes, There is Still a Need for Life Insurance
George A. Snell, III - What All Estate Planners Need to Know About Quitclaim Deeds
Lee Schwemer - Wealth Transfer Taxation Under the New Tax Act – Where are We Now?
Toby M. Eisenberg - Planning for Death and Taxes – But Which Taxes? Overview of Estate Tax vs.
Income Tax
Susan K. Staricka - The Authority of the Attorney General over Charitable Trusts and Nonprofit
Organizations
William R. (“Trey”) Cousins III - The Rules May Change, but the Issues are the Same
Jeffrey N. Myers - Directed Trusts in Texas
Gerry W. Beyer - Morals From the Courthouse: A Study of Recent Texas Cases Impacting the Wills,
Probate, and Trusts Practice. A Review of Enacted (if any) and Proposed Legislation Impacting
Texas Estate Planners. State Law Pitfalls: Don’t Step in it When Your Client Steps Across State Lines
G. Murphy Davis and Clay Stribling – Luncheon Speakers
Jeffrey N. Myers will lead a Panel Discussion – Directed Trusts
For more information, contact Mable Kelling at aaepc1@gmail.com or (806) 930-2976
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Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto

Announcing the opening of the Law Office
Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. T
Suite 1505. Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the area
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Of
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal represe
tion and personalized attention to residents of the T
Panhandle.

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

Whether your trial is in Amarillo or Lubbock,
My Place has you covered.

AMARILLO

LUBBOCK

(806) 803-9501

(806) 701-4196

2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124

6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

myplacehotels.com
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aaYLa uPdatE
By Courtney White

aaBf schoLarshiP
announcEMEnt

The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation
will be awarding four $2,500
scholarships for the 2019-20 academic
year during the 2019 Spring Institute
Dinner. Applicants must be (1) enrolled
in or accepted for admittance to an ABA
accredited law school, and (2) born in,
raised in, or currently reside in one the
26 counties of the Texas Panhandle.
Once recipients of the scholarships are
selected by the scholarship committee
of the Foundation, the applications of
those recipients are provided to the
Coppedge family for review and a
determination on who should receive
the scholarship designated as the Chris
Coppedge Memorial Scholarship. For
more information on eligibility and
an application, visit amarillobar.org
and click on the Amarillo Area Bar
Foundation tab or call Janet Byars at
(806) 371-7226. The deadline to apply
is April 1, 2019, 5:00 p.m.

AABA History Quiz
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question
below and send your answer to ebeacom@bf-law.
com and you will win a
rolling briefcase provided
by the State Bar of Texas.
What
year
were
women allowed to serve
as jurors in the state of
Texas?

1-800-204-2222
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Young LawYEr
of thE Month:
Morgan tiLLEY

Morgan Tilley

Morgan Tilley was born and
raised in Andrews, Texas. In 2008,
she moved to Lynchburg, Virginia,
when her dad began law school at
Liberty University School of Law. In
2011, Morgan graduated high school
from Temple Christian School. After
high school, she moved to Springfield, Missouri to begin undergrad at
Evangel University. While there, she
studied history and philosophy. Morgan also served as Class President
from 2012-2015 and was a member
of the Evangel University Drumline.
Morgan graduated with her Bachelor
of Science in History in 2015.
After graduating from Evangel University, Morgan moved back
to Lynchburg, Virginia, to follow in
her dad’s footsteps and attend law
school at Liberty University School
of Law. While at Liberty Law, Morgan
was a member of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Board, served as the
ABA Representative for Liberty Law,
and served as Editor-in-Chief of the
Liberty Legal Journal. Morgan graduated from Liberty Law in May 2018.
After 10 years of being away
from her favorite state, Morgan moved
back to Texas during the summer of
2018. In August, Morgan accepted a
job as an Assistant District Attorney
for the 47th District Attorney’s office.
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