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“

Tongue in cheek, he’d ask

me, “You’re not a black tennis
shoe lawyer, are you, son?”

”

-Page 2

“

Words are our trade,

whether spoken to jurors,
memorialized in a document,
or printed in a motion.

”

-Page 5
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By: Brad Howard

order to support this fundraiser
for Legal Aid of Northwest
Texas. How much money was
raised is unknown at the writing
of this article, but it was a great
effort by local lawyers to gather
for fun to benefit a great cause
and help others. And there was
not a black tennis shoe in sight!
Congratulations to our wonderful
local bar for stepping up to help
others.

“thE WondEr of You”

My Dad grew up poor in rural Oklahoma, loved Elvis Presley,
worked very hard, raised four boys with no money but lots of love,
and was a damn good judge of people. My Dad could watch someone
for just a few minutes and then declare whether they were “good
people” or full of BS. He was very proud that I became a lawyer, but
he had questions. Did I treat other people respectfully? He caused a
fender bender when I was in high school and got sued and deposed,
and the other lawyer was not respectful to him. Did I look and act
like a professional? When my Dad got divorced a long time ago, he
saw a lawyer at the courthouse who was wearing black slacks and
black tennis shoes. Tongue in cheek, he’d ask me, “You’re not a
black tennis shoe lawyer, are you, son?” And my Dad really enjoyed
the movie “And Justice for All,” and wanted to know whether, like the
lawyers in that movie (including Dustin Hoffman), I cared about my
clients and other people.
My Dad would have been especially pleased to observe the
happenings at the First Annual “Beef with the Bench” event on
March 28th. On that night, dozens of local attorneys gathered to
raise money to support Legal Aid of Northwest Texas in its mission to
help other people. A committee of local lawyers chaired by Andrew
Evans worked very hard to organize the event in very little time.
Dinner tickets were priced pretty high to raise money, yet tables were
full of lawyers and their guests. Local philanthropists gave great door
prizes that were auctioned off to the highest bidders. Dusty Stockard
cajoled lawyers to pay a little too much to hunt, drink, or wear a
pearl necklace- all in the name of charity. Judges paid their own
way and gave their time to entertain guests with a funny rendition of
Judicial Family Feud, hosted by Judge Schaap (as Steve Harvey).
Texas Tech basketball fans even missed the first part of their Sweet
Sixteen game to attend. Kay Pechin and her team stayed afterwards
with Courtney White, Alex Yarbrough, and a handful of volunteers to
clean up. Everyone in attendance did a little more than they had to in
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Contact Us
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7th Court of
appEals updatE
By Chief Justice Brian Quinn

I invoke the prerogative to change things up this
month.
“It’s only words, and words are all I have to take
your heart away.” (“Words,” Bee Gees). I’m a child
of the 60s and 70s (decades, not age . . . though I’m
getting there). It was a time of morphing musical
styles and expanding lyrics. I guess that’s when I
realized that a few words placed in appropriate order
can say so much. Their selection and structure still
play a major role in my life, and every other person’s.
Though few of us would admit it now, I bet you
can remember a time or two when you struggled to
place together certain words to express that certain
feeling to that certain person . . . kind of like what the
Bee Gees said in the lyric above. If you’re reading
this, then you still do that but only for a different
purpose. Poems may be gone but communication
through words remains.
Words are our trade, whether spoken to jurors,
memorialized in a document, or printed in a motion.
We’ve heard them all our lives and use them every
day. And, in listening to others, I bet there were times
you wanted to tell the speaker “you talk too much, you
worry me to death, you talk too much, you even worry
my pet.” (“You Talk Too Much,” Jones & Hall). If you
have, then it’s most likely that others have wanted to
say that to you. This likelihood influences my writing,
both personal and professional.
Years ago, when he was Chief Justice, Charlie
Reynolds told me that “the more you say, the better
chance of saying the wrong thing.” I ignored this
advice a time or two over the years, much to my regret.
Yet, it’s been my guide for the most part. In trying to
heed it, I discovered that it takes more time and effort
to succinctly explain a thought or position than it does
to just whip something down on the page. With too
many words, I lose the reader. With too few, I lose
the reader. The game and goal lie in the balance, and
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the reader’s time is important enough to strive for that
balance. I’d hope that would be the game and goal of
every lawyer, whether practicing or on the bench.
It may take a novel to get the point across, but,
usually it doesn’t. To convince me, I’d rather the writer
follow John Wayne’s mantra of “talk low, talk slow and
don’t say too much.” And, if you spend a bit more
time to select the right, concise words, maybe you’ll
hear me parrot Dorothy when she told Jerry McGuire:
“Shut up. Just shut up. You had me at hello.”
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AABA History Quiz
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question
below and send your answer to ebeacom@bf-law.
com and you will win a
rolling briefcase provided
by the State Bar of Texas.
How may accredited
law schools are in Texas?
1-800-204-2222

*** OPENING NEW LAW OFFICE ***
Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto

Announcing
the opening
of the Law Office
Prior to becoming
a Randall
County Court
ChaseRonnie
Building, 600 S. T
at LawTitiana
Judge D.
forFrausto
the lastin12theyears,
1505.
Mrs.for
Frausto
focuses
was in Suite
private
practice
over 30
years.mainly
He in the area
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced
is Texas State Bar Board Certified in
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Of
Consumer
Bankruptcy
Business
Mrs. Frausto
strivesLaw,
to provide
quality legal represe
Bankruptcy
Law,
and
Family
Law.
He
tion and personalized attention to residents
of the T
will practice
in those areas as well as
Panhandle.
probate/guardianship law, agricultural law
and general practice.
2505 Lakeview Dr., Suite 206
Amarillo, Texas 79109
(806) 418‐6482
www.ronniewalkerlaw.com

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

8:00 REGISTRATION
8:30 CONTEMPT OF COURT Mark

10:30

Curriden | Texas Lawbook
The century-old tale of Ed Johnston,
a young black man falsely accused
of rape and the first and only time
the United States Supreme Court
has held a criminal trial.
DR. DEATH Michelle Shughart,
Jaclyn O’Connor | Dallas County
District Attorney’s Office
The shocking story of a Dallas
neurosurgeon now serving a life
sentence based on egregious
medical malpractice.

12:30
1:30
1:30
5:30

LUNCH
GOLF TOURNAMENT
BRUSH WITH ART
FAJITA HAPPY HOUR
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aaYla updatE
By Courtney White

Hi everyone! Here’s what’s
going on at AAYLA:
Beef with the Bench! AAYLA,
AABF, and AABA are hosting “Beef
with the Bench” on Thursday, March
28 at the Commercial Exhibits Hall
at the Tri-State Fairgrounds. All
proceeds with benefit Legal Aid of
NorthWest Texas. Please join us for
fellowship, ribeye steaks prepared
by the Coors Cowboy Club, and a
special edition of “Judicial Family
Feud”!
Easter Egg Hunt! Our annual
Easter Egg Hunt will be on Friday,
April 19, 2019 at 4pm on the Potter
County Courthouse Lawn. Bring
your families to hunt eggs and meet
the Easter Bunny!
Bunny Hop 5k! Our annual
Bunny Hop 5k at Thompson Park
will be on Saturday, April 20, 2019
at 9 am. This year’s proceeds will
benefit the AC Kids’ College Trial
Academy. Come exercise before
you eat your Easter Ham!
Old Lawyer of the Year
Luncheon! This year’s Old Lawyer
of the Year is Charles King! Please
join us to celebrate Charles (and tell
war stories) on Tuesday, April 23,
2019, at 11:30 am at the Amarillo
Club.
Wills Clinic for the Amarillo
Fire Department! Please contact
me at courtney.white@amarillo.gov
if you are interested in helping us
provide estate planning documents
for our firefighters.
Congratulations,
Tim
Williams! Please join me in
congratulating our very own Tim
Williams, who will be serving as
Chair of the TYLA Board next year!
Congratulations, Tim!

Alisa
Scott

Joby
Mills

Scott
Richardson

Creating,
Managing

&Preserving
Wealth.

Todd
Wetsel

Buffy
Haden

Terri
Wright
Kevin
Rider

Chris
Klemme

Shannon
Van Campen

Terry
Wright
Hunter
Vagrosky

happybank.com

Jason
Carter
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Charles King

aaYla 2019
“old laWYEr of thE YEar”
CharlEs King

The Amarillo Area Young Lawyer’s Association is proud to announce
that Charles King has been named
the 2019 “Old Lawyer of the Year”.
Charles was born in Muleshoe, Texas on July 27, 1946, and your humble
author will undoubtedly be in trouble
for including that piece of information
in this article. Charles spent his entire
childhood in Muleshoe, where he was
affectionately referred to as “Mouse”
during his youth. He attended Texas
Tech University and Texas Tech University School of Law, where he graduated in 1975. Upon graduation from
law school, Charles began his career
with the Gibson, Ochsner, & Adkins
law firm in Amarillo, where he practiced until 2003. Since 2003, Charles
has been with the Sprouse, Shrader,
Smith law firm. Charles has spent his
entire career practicing in the areas
of estate planning, wealth manage-

ment and probate law, and is board
certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Estate Planning and
Probate Law. He is also a Fellow of
the American College of Trust and
Estate Counsel.
Charles is more than deserving
of the “Old Lawyer of the Year Award”
because he is, in fact, old. However, the award is not meant to simply
recognize the ability to stay alive, but
is in fact meant to recognize local attorneys who have been instrumental
in mentoring the next generation of
Amarillo lawyers. Charles has been a
model mentor for many estate planning and probate attorneys during his
entire career. In fact, Shyla Buckner,
a Charles King protégé for the last 26
years, stated that “Charles is a father
figure to the people he has mentored,
attorneys and staff alike, and is a
friend to his clients and colleagues”.

Virtual Office - Day Office - Office Suites - Conference Rooms - CoWorking

600 S. Tyler, Suite 2100 • 806-350-7410
cathy@downtownexeco ice.com
downtownexecoffice.com
Page 8

On a personal level, Charles has
loved the same woman since middle
school (his wife Jan, whom he married in 1967). He and Jan have 3
children, 4 grandchildren, and 1 great
grandchild. Charles has stated his intention to retire in the coming months
to spend more time with his family.
This is the 4th consecutive year that
Charles has made this comment, so
only time will tell whether it actually
sticks. The AAYLA would like to wish
Charles well in his retirement, if it is
actually happening, and would like to
congratulate him on this prestigious
award.
There will be a luncheon on April
23 at 11:30 a.m. at the Amarillo Club
to celebrate our 2019 “Old Lawyer
of the Year” and to bestow praise on
Mr. King. And no Charles, there is no
cash prize associated with the award,
so please stop asking.

FirstBank Southwest has a full-time opening for
a Wealth Management Account Officer at our
Amarillo, TX location. An associate’s degree
or bachelor’s degree in Finance, Accounting or
other business related field is preferred, with at
least 4-10 years of financial services industry
experience. To apply, submit your resume to
resumes@fbsw.com or go
to FBSW.com to learn more.
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