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“

I am asking all lawyers to

make an effort to attend the
AABA Spring Institute on May
4th and 5th..

“

”

Author of Trial By Fire Is
Our March Speaker
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Recusals are a needed

remedy at times, but as the
Knight told Indiana Jones,
“you must choose, but choose

Wine Dinner Raises Scholarship Funds

obtained by Judge Pam Sirmon.
New this year was a wine pull that raised more than
$1000. Each partygoer had a chance to pay $20 to pull
a wrapped bottle of wine from a wine rack. Some of the
bottles were expensive vintages and others
were more pedestrian, but every participant
got the thrill of unwrapping the chosen bottle
to find out.
One of the reasons the evening was a
success was because of the generosity of
the table sponsors: American Land Title,
Brown & Fortunato, Happy Trust Company,
Hathaway Law Firm, Lovell, Lovell, Isern
& Farabough, Riney & Mayfield, Spouse
Shrader Smith and the Underwood Law
Firm.
Donna Peck and Rhonda Luginbhyl
chaired the hard-working Wine Dinner
committee that included Mitzi Mayfield,
Jade Schulte, Pam Sirmon, Vicki Wilmarth,
Courtney White, Diana Hathaway, Courtney
Miller, John Headrick, Kerraline French,
Erica Beacom, Justus Lindsey, Joseph Hinton, Brittany
Taylor, and Sherry Wester.
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The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation’s biennial Wine
Dinner on January 26 was a glittering success. More than
160 people attended the party and helped raise a profit
exceeding $17,000 that will be used for scholarships
to help students from the Texas Panhandle
attend law school.
Mark White graciously volunteered to
emcee the evening again (and once again was
the best-dressed attendee) and Amy Assister
corralled the guests during the live auction.
The live auction featured many exciting
moments, including bidding wars for Mayor
Ginger Nelson’s colorful painting of a cow,
Graham Brothers Jewelers’ pearl necklace and
earrings, Wade Byrd’s opening day dove hunt,
Underwood Law Firm’s gift of tickets to a Texas
Rangers’ game, Spanky and Amy Assiter’s
donation of a three-night stay in Las Vegas,
Caitlin and Justus Lindsey’s gift of six nights
at their Padre Island condo and Ed McConnell
and Selden Hale’s firearms enthusiast course.
The live auction raised almost $10,000 from
the generous bar members and their guests.
The silent auction was packed with great merchandise
and experiences, including an evening at Pat Swindell’s
Esquire Jazz Club, a stay at Marcus Norris’ Heritage
House Bed & Breakfast and a hand-crafted wine rack

Pictured: Committee Member Jade Schulte and Emcee
Mark White enjoy the AABF Wine Dinner.
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wisely.”
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Our March speaker, Michael Burg, is one
of America’s leading trial lawyers, a bestselling author, legal expert, and founding
Shareholder of Burg Simpson Eldredge
Hersch & Jardine. Mike’s office is in Denver,
but his law firm has expanded to more than
60 attorneys across five cities. Mike is a
legal champion for victims of corporate
and individual malfeasance, negligence,
overreach and abuse, and for the past four
decades he has battled for the underdog.
During his 40-year legal career, Burg
has been a vigilant consumer watchdog,
representing thousands of individuals and
helping their families overcome catastrophic
injuries and immense hardship. He’s taken on
big pharma in multiple, dangerous drug mass
tort cases including Fen-Phen, Yaz/Yasmin,
Ortho Evra, and Pradaxa. Burg stood up to
corporate greed fighting against UBS for
knowingly selling risky mortgages to investors,
creating the blueprint for many similar
actions by states, municipalities, government
regulators and other aggrieved investors.

More recently, Burg filed a sweeping action
against 28 California wineries to stop them
from selling toxic wine contaminated with
arsenic and he’s representing the victims of
a fraudulent scheme to illegally sell human
body parts of their loved one’s bodies that
were designated for donation in the pursuit
of scientific and medical education and
research.
Burg is a member of the Arizona,
Colorado and Nebraska bars and is an
inductee into the Trial Lawyer Hall of
Fame, an honor that recognizes his lifelong
dedication to representing clients at the
highest level. He was named Barrister’s
Best “Best Civil Litigator” of 2016, has been
named to “America’s 50 Leading Lawyers”
for the past six years, and is a recipient of
the Clarence Darrow Award.
Burg is the author of the best-selling
book, Trial by Fire: One Man’s Battle to
End Corporate Greed and Save Lives,
(BenBella Books 2016), a harrowing and
moving account of his lifelong battle against
corporate greed and corruption played out
in high-stakes courtroom drama.
Burg was admitted to the practice of
law in 1976 after receiving a J.D. from the
University of Denver Sturm College of Law
and a B.A. from the University of Denver.
He’s an Advocate and Life Fellow of the
American Board of Trial Advocates, a Fellow
of the Litigation Counsel of America, a
Sustaining Fellow of the Roscoe Pound
Institute and serves on the board of Denver’s
Mizel Museum. An active and committed
member of his community, Burg is a noted
supporter of Toys for Tots, Make A Wish
Colorado, Colorado Symphony Orchestra
and the Denver Bar Association Community
Action Network.
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By: Chris Jensen

Great Times Ahead

I am asking all lawyers to make an effort to attend the AABA Spring
Institute on May 4th and 5th. Those of you that have joined us in the past
know the Spring Institute events are fun, provide an opportunity to develop
relationships with our fellow lawyers, and constitute a significant source of
revenue for our association.
On Friday, May 4, we will kick-off the Institute with great CLE designed
to have broad-based appeal. We will start at 8:30 am and will conclude
at noon. The CLE will be held at Amarillo College West Campus. The
Underwood Law Firm has again graciously agreed to provide breakfast.
Our headline speaker is Gary Kennedy. Gary Kennedy is the former General
Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer for American Airlines. He will speak
on “The Role of Lawyers During Times of Crisis.” He has tremendous
experience regarding this topic Gary worked for American Airlines during
9/11 and helped lead American through the tremendous impact 9/11 had
on the airline industry. During his leadership, American also had to survive
financial upheaval, the crash of Flight 587, labor disputes, a competitor’s
attempt to acquire American, and an intense fight with the government.
After the CLE, we will move to Ross Rogers for the AABA Golf Tournament.
Registration will begin at 12:30. Box lunches will be provided and we will
have a shotgun start at 1:30 pm. In past years, we have had a single holein-one opportunity to win $10,000. We are sweetening the pot. This year,
we will have two hole-in-one opportunities to win $25,000, one on the front
nine and one on the back nine. I also want to mention our sponsors. We
are very thankful for our tournament sponsors. As of the writing of this
article, the following firms and businesses have already agreed to sponsor
the golf tournament: Brown & Fortunato (Platinum), Sprouse Shrader Smith
PLLC (Platinum), Happy State Bank (hole-in-one), Street Toyota (hole-inone), and Connor McMillon Mitchell & Shennum PLLC (Gold). If you or your
firm is interested in advertising and supporting the AABA, sponsorships are
still available. We have Bronze, Gold and Platinum sponsorships. Please
contact Janet at 371.7226 if you are interested or have questions.
On Saturday, after recovering from the strenuous golf round on Friday,
we will have the Spring Institute Banquet. We have chosen a new location,
the Embassy Suites. The Dinner will start with a cocktail reception at 6:00
pm. The reception will be followed by a wonderful meal. We will take
a few moments to thank our members who have devoted their time and
talents to our profession and we will also install the officers of the AABA,
AABF, and AAYLA. Your presence in honoring these volunteers will be
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greatly appreciated. Following the
meal, we will have a great time of
fellowship while enjoying live music.
We also need to thank Stockard
Johnston & Brown P.C., Templeton
Smithee Hayes Heinrich & Russell
LLP and Young & Newsom P.C. for
sponsoring refreshments during the
cocktail reception.
I want to thank Joby Mills, our
Vice President, for leading our
Spring Institute efforts. I want to
say a special thanks to Ry Ellison
for organizing the Golf Tournament.
And, as always, we need to thank
Janet Byars for the excellent work
she does supporting all of the
activities of the AABA. The Spring
Institute is a great event but it takes
a lot of work. Please thank these
folks for their efforts when you see
them.
As a final word, we will be
sending you an invitation in the
near future. When you get it, please
complete it and return it. I hope you
will plan to attend. Until then, mark
your calendar for May 4th and 5th
and begin putting your golf team
together!

Many thanks to Chris Hatfield
with UCI Digital for his efforts in
updating the AABA website. Chris
has been managing the AABA
website for several years and
saw the need for a more current
look. He redesigned the website
at no extra charge for the service
and continues to make changes
as requested. Please take some
time to review it at amarillobar.
org. If any information regarding
an AABA member is incorrect, feel
free to send corrections to Janet
Byars
at
director@amarillobar.
org. Individuals are referred to the
website regularly to find an attorney
and to determine opportunities for
CLE credits. Feedback is welcome!

AAYLA Update
By Tyler Topper

Can you believe that Easter is right around the corner?
I can’t. I’m still trying to burn off all of the extra calories I
consumed over the Christmas holiday to start worrying about
how to work off the calories in all of the Easter candy that
I’m going to eat! Luckily, when it comes to getting a good
Easter workout, the AAYLA has our backs – the AAYLA’s
annual Bunny Hop 5k is scheduled for Saturday, March 31st.
Whether you are looking to burn calories, enjoy a good time
with friends and family, or just want to help support Legal Aid
of NorthWest Texas (LANWT receives all of our profits from
the event), make plans to attend! You can register online at
active.com or at lonestarrunnersclub.net. You can also print a
paper copy of the registration form at the Lone Star Runners
Club website, and, if all else fails, you can always register in
person on the morning of the event or at packet pick-up.
Also in connection with the Easter holiday, we will be
hosting our annual Easter Egg Hunt at the Potter County

AABF Scholarship Announcement

The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation will be awarding
four $2,500 scholarships for the 2018-19 academic
year during the 2018 Spring Institute Dinner. Applicants
must be (1) enrolled in or accepted for admittance to an
ABA accredited law school, and (2) born in, raised in,
or currently reside in one the 26 counties of the Texas
Panhandle. Once recipients of the scholarships are
selected by the scholarship committee of the Foundation,
the applications of those recipients are provided to the
Coppedge family for review and a determination on who
should receive the scholarship designated as the Chris
Coppedge Memorial Scholarship. For more information
on eligibility and an application, visit amarillobar.org and
click on the Amarillo Area Bar Foundation tab or call
Janet Byars at (806) 371-7226. The deadline to apply is
April 2, 2018, 5:00 p.m.

AABA History Quiz
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question
below and send your answer to ebeacom@bf-law.
com and you will win a rolling briefcase provided by
the State Bar of Texas.
Question: Who was
the “country lawyer from
Levelland” that pushed
for the establishment of
the Texas Tech University
School of Law for the
1-800-204-2222
people of West Texas?

Courthouse Square on Friday,
March 30th. This event is open to
everyone in the Amarillo area legal
community, and it is always a great
time for the kids (and adults)! Be
on the lookout for more details about this event, and don’t
forget that you can vote for your favorite candidate to wear
our Easter Bunny costume at the egg hunt! You can place
votes online at: https://squareup.com/store/amarillo-areayoung-lawyers-association/.
Finally, a big thank you to everyone that made our Vegas
CLE a success this year! Attendance was great, the speakers
were interesting, and everyone had a good time. A special
thank you to the firms that helped sponsor the CLE (as of
the date this article was submitted): Underwood, Sprouse,
BMWB, Sherwood & Sherwood, and McKamie Krueger. Even
though we’ve just hosted the CLE, we are already looking
forward to next time!
If you have any questions, or would like to know more
about the AAYLA, please contact me anytime at ttopper@
bmwb-law.com or 806-358-8116.

D ow n tow n A m a r i l lo ’ s O r i g i n a l H i g h - R i s e

F OR OV ER 90 YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.
Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and
law firms continue to make their mark.

For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson
806.342.4700 • 301 South Polk Street
images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library

Page 7

POTTER COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

AMARILLO AREA ESTATE PLANNING COUNCIL

The Potter County Attorney’s Office
has an opening, effective immediately,
for a misdemeanor criminal prosecutor.
Applications will be accepted until the position
is filled. For more information please go
to www.tdcaa.com/job_bank/ or contact:
Christy L. Drake at christydrake@co.potter.
tx.us or Wade Overstreet at wadeoverstreet@
co.potter.tx.us

TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL INSTITUTE
ON ESTATE PLANNING

(Assistant County Attorney—Criminal Division)
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Breakfast
IN BED

TRY

providing pro bono legal services
to Chicago area entrepreneurs.
After
working
as
an
Michele Tran
attorney for a health information
technology and revenue cycle
management company, Michele joined Brown &
Fortunato, which allowed her to live closer to her parents
who had retired to Amarillo. Michele is an integral
member of Brown & Fortunato’s Health Care Group.
Michele is quick of wit, endearingly cynical, and
addicted to Apple products. But, not all is lost. Michele
has a soft spot for dogs, so much so that in the past
she has traveled many miles to share custody of her two
dogs. Michele enjoys traveling with the friends she’s
had since grade school and is an avid reader of both
fiction and non-fiction books.

AMARILLO, TX
(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124

amarillo@legacymgmt.org

myplacehotels.com

T
PE

LUBBOCK, TX
LY

Michele Tran grew up in the Dallas/Fort Worth
area and has lifelong friends from the private school
she attended before graduating from Lewisville High
School. She furthered her education by attending the
University of Alabama where she earned her Bachelor
of Arts in Political Science and History and graduated
summa cum laude. Michele is a diehard Crimson Tide
fan and isn’t shy about gloating over Alabama’s National
Championship win over Georgia. As an Alabama alum,
during football season, she is absolutely obnoxious.
So, beware.
The University of Chicago Law School was
Michele’s next step in her education. While working
on her law degree, she served as a Staff Member of
the Chicago Journal of International Law and worked
in the Institute for Justice Clinic on Entrepreneurship

FR IEN

D

Young Lawyer of the Month:
Michele Tran

America’s Newest and Best
Economy Extended Stay Hotels

(806) 701-4196
6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

lubbock@legacymgmt.org

• 855-200-5685 •

Each franchise is independently owned and operated.

APRIL 30 AND MAY 1, 2018
Professor Lee Schwemer – Recent Developments
Affecting Estate Planning
Donald O. Jansen – When Business Life Insurance
Results in Income or Compensation – Depends on Who
Owns the Policy; Oops! The Fifty Most Common Life
Insurance Planning Mistakes.
Paul Dostart – Ruling From the Grave: Protecting Donor
Charitable Gift Restrictions
(aka “Safeguarding a Charity’s Endowment”)
G. Murphy Davis – Advising Clients in the Current
Uncertain Markets
Thomas G. Hineman – Business Taxes after the Tax Cut
and Jobs Act
Alan K. Davis – Estate Planning after the Tax Cut and
Jobs Act
Walter T. “Four” Price – Legislative Update & Interim
Charges of the 85th Legislative Session
Deborah J. Tedford – Practical Considerations for All
Wealth Transfer Advisors and Their Clients – Social
Security Benefits and Retirement Planning
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7th Court of
Appeals Update
By Chief Justice Brian Quinn

Death has its consequences . . . what a morbid
opening thought to this month’s submission. But it’s
true. We dealt with one in In re C.H.S., No. 07-1700117-CV, 2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 11891 (Tex. App.—
Amarillo Dec. 20, 2017). The father’s parental rights
were terminated by the trial court. He appealed
the decision but died before we could address his
complaints. While Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure
7.1 generally permits an appeal to continue after a
party dies, we held that its scope is limited to causes
involving property rights. The relationship between
parent and child is a personal right, though, and, when
the father died, so too did his complaint about ending
the relationship. Death has its consequences.
On a different note . . . there just may be a time
when a particular judge shouldn’t decide your case.
So, choosing to reach for that motion to recuse may

be wise. When you do, though, make sure to speak
the truth. In Hamlett v. Comm’n for Lawyer Discipline,
No. 07-16-00256-CV, 2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 12108 (Tex.
App.—Amarillo Dec. 28, 2017), the attorney accused
the municipal court judge of having “disdain” for her
which supposedly prevented the judge from granting
her clients a particular form of relief. Evidence would
later show that such relief actually had been extended
them by the judge. That was enough to support a
finding that she violated Rule 8.02 of the Disciplinary
Rules dealing with false statements about a judge.
And, since other evidence indicated that the groundless
motion was used as a way of getting a continuance,
it appeared that the attorney also violated Disciplinary
Rule 3.02(a). Recusals are a needed remedy at times,
but as the Knight told Indiana Jones, “you must choose,
but choose wisely.”

“IN MEMORIAM”
Keith R. Jones

June 7, 1947 - November 28, 2017

Amarillo lawyer Keith Robert Jones passed from this life on November 28, 2017. At a December 21 service
celebrating Keith’s life, Amarillo Unitarian Universalist Fellowship member Mr. Larry Campbell, remembered his friend
Keith as a good person, “He cared about people and would do anything within his power to help a friend.”
Keith was a founder of High Plains Public Radio. “He was passionate about his causes, from the dream of making
public radio available in the High Plains, and subsequent creation of High Plains Public Radio, to his dream of saving
the historic Liberty Theater (in downtown Amarillo) and seeing it restored to its original condition, a dream that has yet
to come to fruition,” declared Campbell.
Although Keith was born in Amarillo, the family ranch near Jelm, Wyoming was very important to him. Keith wrote
a history of Jelm. Remarked Campbell, “I doubt he really cared whether anyone ever purchased it [the book]. Instead, it
was the work of writing it and the love he put into it that mattered to Keith.”
Keith restored classic cars and kept them running. And was an experienced motorcycle enthusiast.
Keith graduated Baylor University School of Law in 1974, and was licensed to practice law that same year. His
first experience in the practice of law was in Dallas. In the middle 1980s he joined with longtime Amarillo lawyer C. J.
Humphrey. After Humphrey’s death, Jones continued in private practice in real estate, wills, trust, probate and elder law.
According to retired law office colleague Linda Loper, Keith loved the music world. His talent was in lawyering, but
he would have loved to be a musician. Keith also loved estate sales, antiques and sorting through bargains at garage
sales. His office staff had a “pass” to be late to work if they came across an interesting estate sale on the way to work.
Larry Campbell quoted from Jones’s Facebook profile: “I try to enjoy life as it comes my way. Good friends, time
to travel, honest, decent and loving relations. Bottom line, I believe in love and honesty. And love is what makes it all
worthwhile.”
Keith is survived by three brothers Bruce, Ken, and Russell.
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WE’RE YOUR ADVOCATE!

Meeting your financial goals takes a partner who is as committed to reaching them
as you are. Because there is nothing more important to us than your vision, Mariner
Wealth Advisors will help you chart a course to make your goals a reality.
Our Amarillo-based team is led by Suzanne Wheeler, CFP®, AIF®, CeFT®, an industry
veteran with more than two decades of experience serving clients. As your advocate, we
specialize in helping you navigate a wide range of personal financial challenges, including:
•
•
•
•

Life transitions (divorce, death of a loved one, retirement, etc.)
Foundation and endowment portfolio management
Executive compensation and stock options
… and much more

BARRON’S
S TOP 20
INDEPENDENT
ADVISORY
FIRMS*

Contact us to learn more about how our team can serve as your partner

806-513-1120
www.marinerwealthadvisors.com
Navigating Your Financial Future

7971 SW 45th Avenue, Suite 100, Amarillo, TX 79119

*Barron’s awarded the 2017 #2 and the 2016 #1 rankings in the Top 20 Independent Advisory Firms to Mariner Holdings based upon data compiled for
Mariner Holdings’ registered investment adviser subsidiaries. Barron’s publishes these lists based upon a number of criteria and the firms’ filings with
the SEC were used to cross-check the data provided to Barron’s. The listing includes the firms’ numbers of clients, employees, advisors, offices and
state locations. The award is not indicative of future performance and there is no guarantee of future investment success.

P a g e 5 of
Mariner Wealth Advisors (“MWA”) is an SEC registered investment adviser with its principal place of business in the State of Kansas. Registration
an investment adviser does not imply any level of skill or training. For additional information about MWA, including fees and services, please contact
MWA or refer to the Investment Adviser Public Disclosure website ( www.adviserinfo.sec.gov).

