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invitation to all of our attorneys
who have been licensed to
practice law for 50 years or
more to attend our AABA lunch
meeting on April 12 at the
Amarillo Club.
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drink treated, recycled effluent.
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We are extending a special

Erika Bright Is Our
April Speaker
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Erika Bright

Our April speaker is a well-known
attorney in Dallas whose topic crosses all
practice areas and has practical application
for every attorney. Erika Bright, a Partner
in the Dallas office of Wick Phillips, will
present the topic: “Show Me The Money:
Triggering Insurance Coverage to Protect
Your Clients.” Whether you represent
individuals, corporations, or business
entities of any kind, there is a possibility
that the behavior they are accused of
might trigger insurance coverage, or at
least a duty to defend on the part of an
insurer.
For more than 20 years, Erika Bright
has litigated and counseled on complex
insurance coverage, indemnity, business
and construction disputes throughout
all major industries. Recognized as a
leading authority on insurance coverage
and commercial litigation, Erika has
devoted her practice to protecting clients
and finding recovery in their time of need.
Erika represents corporate policyholders

in disputes with insurance carriers and
advises clients on all insurance-related
topics, including how to minimize risk,
draft indemnity agreements and obtain
optimum insurance coverage.
Erika has extensive experience in the
courtroom and has litigated insurance
disputes involving virtually all types
of coverage, including Directors and
Officers (D&O), Errors and Omissions
(E&O), Fiduciary Liability, Commercial
General Liability (CGL), Property,
Builder’s Risk, Employer’s Liability,
Environmental and Energy policies.
Additionally, Erika is an accomplished lecturer and author on insurance
issues and frequently speaks at industry conferences, events and law schools
nationwide. Ms. Bright serves as Faculty
Member and lecturer for the Texas Bar
CLE’s Advanced Insurance Law Course
and UT Law CLE’s Annual Insurance
Law Institute. She has authored and
contributed to many leading publications, such as the ABA’s Handbook on
Additional Insureds and Law 360.
Prior to joining Wick Phillips, Erika
was a partner at Haynes and Boone,
LLP in the firm’s insurance coverage
and business litigation practice groups.
Erika has received numerous honors and awards, including recognition
as one of The Best Lawyers in America
(2013-2018) and Texas Super Lawyer in
Insurance Coverage, Business Litigation, and Construction Litigation (20122016). Erika is a 1997 graduate of the
University of Oklahoma College of Law.
We look forward to her very informative
presentation in April!
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By: Chris Jensen

I do not want to miss anyone. If
you are aware of any other 50 year
lawyers, please let me or Janet
Byars know (371.7226). The Bar
would like to honor these lawyers.
We are extending a special invitation
to all of our attorneys who have been
licensed to practice law for 50 years
or more to attend our AABA lunch
meeting on April 12 at the Amarillo
Club. Please plan to attend and
help us honor our attorneys who
have been licensed for 50 years.

In 1968 ….

In 1968, Lyndon Johnson was in the White House, the minimum wage
was $1.60 per hour, a gallon of milk was $1.15, a loaf of bread was 22 cents,
gas was 34 cents a gallon, a movie ticket was $1.50, the average income per
year was $7,850 and the average cost of a new house was $14,950. 1968
also had more than its fair share of bad news: Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Robert Kennedy were assassinated and North Vietnam and Viet Cong troops
launched the Tet offensive. We saw a number of technological advances in
1968: the Boing 747 made its maiden flight, NASA launched Apollo 7, the
first ATM was installed, the Emergency 911 service started, and Intel was
formed. In the midst of these law prices, world events, and technological
advances, the following members of the AABA were practicing law:
Charles Aycock
Art Baker
Jim Besselman
Maston Courtney
John T. Boyd
James Doores
Robert Forrester
Seldon Hale
Don Jackson
Billy Jarvis
George Jennings
Wales Madden
Dee Miller
Oth Miller
Charles Moss
Tom Morris
John Oden
Don Patterson
Mary Lou Robinson
Eddy Scott, Jr.
Otis Shearer
Carson Smith
Bob Templeton
Walter Wolfram

D ow n tow n A m a r i l lo ’ s O r i g i n a l H i g h - R i s e

FOR OVER 90 YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.
Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and
law firms continue to make their mark.

For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson
806.342.4700 • 301 South Polk Street
images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library
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AMA-LAW is published monthly
from September through May by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association.
Advertisement Rates
Single Issue
Business Card
$50
Quarter-Page
$75
Half-Page
$150
Full Page
$300
Discounted rates are available for
multiple issues. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement of
any product or service. AABA reserves
the right to select and edit materials to be
published. Advertisements are limited to
those products and services that are
substantially related to improving the
legal profession and the legal community
in the northernmost twenty-six counties
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or
director@amarillo-bar.org for more information about advertising in AMA-LAW.
Contact Us
For more information about your
local area bar association or for
address changes, contact Janet Byars,
Executive Director, at:
Amarillo Area Bar Association
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615
Amarillo, Texas 79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226
Also visit our website at www.amarillo-bar.org for
information and
links to both
local and
state-wide
legal resources.

AAYLA Update
By Tyler Topper

Happy Easter
Easter Egg Hunt

Courthouse lawn
Friday, March 30th @ 4 pm
Contact Tom Knapp or Chelsie Kidd
with any questions
(tknapp@bf-law.com or ckidd@bf-law.com)

Bunny Hop 5k
Thompson Park
Saturday,
March 31st @ 9 am.

AABA (logo here)
Amarillo Area Bar Association
Invites you to the 2018 Spring Institute
Seminar * Golf Tournament * Dinner
sponsored in part by the State Bar of Texas
Friday, May 4, 2018
Spring Institute Seminar: Amarillo College West Campus Lecture Hall, 6222 W. 9th
8:00a.m.
Registration and Breakfast courtesy of Underwood Law Firm
8:30a.m.
Welcome by Joby Mills, Chair of Spring Institute
8:35-9:50a
Mr. Gary Kennedy, Former Senior Vice President & General Counsel
of American Airlines, “Twelve Years of Turbulence: The Role of
Lawyers during Times of Crisis”
9:50-10:00a
Break
10:00-11:00a Mr. Jody Holland, “How to Read Anyone in 10 Seconds or Less”
11:00-12:00
Mr. Dustin Benham, Texas Tech University
Friday, May 4, 2018
Golf Tournament: Ross Rogers Golf Course, 722 NW 24th Ave.
12:30p
Registration; box lunches and beer; Welcome
1:30p
Shotgun start with awards ceremony at conclusion of tournament
(Mulligans for sale – 2 for $20)
Saturday, May 5, 2018
Spring Institute Dinner: Embassy Suites, 550 S. Buchanan St.
6:00p
Cocktail Hour
7:00p
Invocation/Dinner
7:45p
Installation of Officers and Directors: AABA, AAYLA, AABF, and
AABF Scholarship Presentation; presentation of Justice Reynolds Award
8:00p
Live music performed by JARS of Sound

For any additional information please call the AABA office 806.371.7226
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Breakfast
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all other graduates) to talk about
pretend court ad nauseam.
Regardless of the reason, Grant
sought a litigation position out
Grant Gibson
of law school, and accepted a
position at Burdett, Morgan, Williamson, & Boykin.
Since joining BWMB, Grant has continued to hone
his skills as a litigator, recently being accepted into the
partnership at the firm. When not billing hours, Grant
gallivants from smoky bar to smoky bar as a member of
the esteemed cover band, “Not Them Again.” Or, at least
that’s the unofficial name, based upon what is usually
yelled at the band when they begin a set. Grant’s favorite
passion, however, is running over, around, and through
obstacles in Spartan Races, where he desperately tries
(and fails) to keep up with Sam Karr. Despite the routine
losses to someone nearly twice his age, Grant manages
to hold his head (and his participation medals) high.

AMARILLO, TX
(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124

amarillo@legacymgmt.org

myplacehotels.com

T
PE

LUBBOCK, TX
LY

(This is my favorite article in all the world, though I
have never read it. – Grant Gibson) Most young lawyers
of the month write their own article in the third person,
but Grant Gibson is not your typical young lawyer.
Hailing from the booming metropolis of Iowa Park,
Texas, Grant demonstrated his atypical nature at an
early age. His father describes him as a revolutionary.
His mother loves his sister and the family dog, so
she was unavailable for comment. In high school,
Grant excelled at academics, football, basketball, and
baseball. But, he could not hide from his true passion:
Medieval fairs…because it is not every day you can
dress up as the Dread Pirate Roberts and let yourself
be free.
After high school, Grant traveled to the flatlands
of Lubbock, Texas, to attend Texas Tech University. He
was a member of the Texas Tech baseball team for a
time, but he decided that the most appropriate place for
his talents was the intramural softball fields, where the
200-foot fences were more within reach. Plus, no curve
balls. When he wasn’t focusing on his professional
softball career, Grant obtained a B.B.A. from the Rawls
College of Business. When the sponsorships did not
arrive from Rawlings, Grant decided that law school
was a good back-up plan.
Despite the existence of an excellent law school
full of brilliant students in Lubbock, Texas, Grant chose
to move to Waco to attend law school. While at this
“other” law school, Grant found that his passion was to
be a litigator. Or, maybe it was just that this law school
made him go to pretend court and required him (and

FR IEN

D

Young Lawyer of the Month:
Grant Gibson

America’s Newest and Best
Economy Extended Stay Hotels

(806) 701-4196
6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

lubbock@legacymgmt.org

• 855-200-5685 •

Each franchise is independently owned and operated.

AMARILLO AREA ESTATE PLANNING COUNCIL
TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL INSTITUTE
ON ESTATE PLANNING
APRIL 30 AND MAY 1, 2018
Professor Lee Schwemer – Recent Developments
Affecting Estate Planning
Donald O. Jansen – When Business Life Insurance
Results in Income or Compensation – Depends on Who
Owns the Policy; Oops! The Fifty Most Common Life
Insurance Planning Mistakes.
Paul Dostart – Ruling From the Grave: Protecting Donor
Charitable Gift Restrictions
(aka “Safeguarding a Charity’s Endowment”)
G. Murphy Davis – Advising Clients in the Current
Uncertain Markets
Thomas G. Hineman – Business Taxes after the Tax Cut
and Jobs Act
Alan K. Davis – Estate Planning after the Tax Cut and
Jobs Act
Walter T. “Four” Price – Legislative Update & Interim
Charges of the 85th Legislative Session
Deborah J. Tedford – Practical Considerations for All
Wealth Transfer Advisors and Their Clients – Social
Security Benefits and Retirement Planning
Page 3
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7th Court of
Appeals Update

Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced
Fishbowl Drawing:
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses
$25........................................................Rick Russwurm
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of
on $50...............................................Matthew
document-intensive cases, and the
position
Bartosiewicz
Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
supports
multiple attorneys in fast-paced
$75................................................................Josh
Flores
Suite 1505. Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
None
were
present
to
win
litigation.
will help prepare or
By Chief
JusticeThe
Brianindividual
Quinn
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
Ethics
assemble complex
legalHelpline
documents, review and
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
The Statelitigation
Bar of Texas
offers
a free
Ethics Helpline
service for
maintain
files
until
completion,
conduct
attorneys
with
questions
about
their
obligations
under
the Texas
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representabasic
research
usingeverything
online
sources
and
must
Disciplinary
Rules
Professional
Conduct.
There
are two
attorI was once asked if I would drink treated, recycled the
defendant
butof
denied
else the
defendant
said.
tion
and
personalized
attention
to
residents
of
the
Texas
neys
who
staff
the
helpline
and
render
nonbinding,
nonconfidential
effluent. I hope I never have to find out what my answer Thepossess
ultimateexcellent
question isskills
custody
and whether the
defendant
in multi-tasking,
working
advice.
Panhandle.
would
be. However, in Davis v. City of Lubbock, No. 07-16- was
in custody. That
is a with
question
of law. and
On the
other to
hand,
independently
and
aHelpline
team,
detail
Thebelieve
State Bar
Texas
Ethicsquestion
phone
number
is (800)
00080-CV, 2018 Tex. App. LEXIS 1034 (Tex. App.—Amarillo who to
is of
not
a legal
but one
for the
jury
532-3947. It is operated
during normal business
hours. Word,
Microsoft
Feb. 6, 2018) (mem.op.), several horses ate hay cut and to organization.
decide. So, theProficiency
article 38.23 at
instruction
is submitted to
baled from land owned by Lubbock and watered with treated theTABS
jury. (or
On
the other
hand, History
if thesoftware),
interrogator
agreed
other
time-keeping
and
otherwith
Veterans
Oral
Project
effluent. Three fell sick and two died. The owner sued and, everything
the
defendant
said,
then
an
instruction
would
As
part
of
the
Library
of
Congress’
Veterans
History
computer basics is a requirement. This is notProject,
an be
you guessed it, Lubbock invoked its sovereign immunity. To unnecessary
since
facts Association
are undisputed.
In
the State Bar and
the the
Texasunderlying
Court Reporters
have unitlevel
as
we
are
seeking
ed entry
tosituation,
record
anditposition
preserve
the up
oralto
histories
of Texas
lawyersifwho
avoid it, Davis initially contended that the baling and selling that
would be
the
court
toa qualified
decide
the
candidate
with
heavy
civil
litigation
have
served
in the
U.S.
Armed
Forces.
Ifityou
are
interested
of hay was a proprietary, not a governmental, function. We scenario
equated
custody.
I know,
all experience.
sounds
like in
a bebig

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto

acknowledged, in Davis, that a municipality is not immune
from suit when performing proprietary functions. But,
disposing of effluent is a governmental function, and doing it
in the way Lubbock did was part of a method approved by the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. So, the City’s
actions were not proprietary. Furthermore, using machinery
to harvest the crop did not place the City’s actions within the
exception to immunity found in section 101.021(1)(A) of the
Civil Practice and Remedies Code relating to injury caused
by motor driven equipment. The bacteria growing on the
hay caused the injury, not the machinery used to cut it.
How about a reminder? It concerns jury instructions
and article 38.23(a) of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure.
A defendant may be entitled to an instruction telling the
jury that if it believes evidence was obtained illegally then
it must disregard it. But, that entitlement arises when
facts underlying the manner in which the evidence was
obtained are contradictory. For instance, let’s assume the
defendant says he was in custody or under arrest because
the interrogator held him for 10 hours, denied him food and
water, and handcuffed him to the table prior to confessing
without having been told his Miranda rights. Let’s also
assume that the interrogator admitted he did not mirandize

ingtechnicality
a part of this project,
please
the AABA
ol’
but what
funcallwould
thereoffice
be (371-7226)
in the laworif
e-mailwere
us at no
director@amarillobar.org.
there
technicalities.
Read
our
opinion
in
Chappell
Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129
or v.
State,IfNo.
07-17-00151-CR,
2018
Tex.
App.
LEXIS
882
(Tex.
you have news, we want
hear
you. Send
your inforjwyckoff@mhba.com
, ortoby
faxfrom
at
(806)
372-5086.
App.—Amarillo
Jan.
31,
2018)
(mem.
op.,
not
designated
for
mation to the AABA: email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379publication),
where
again
we
discussed
the
technicality.
9259, or call 371-7226.

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.
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the month
Awarded to Harlowof
Sprouse
through it alone.

10th and Harrison

WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

1-800-204-2222

Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Experiencing
a lifeThe
transition?
Office share
available at
oung
awyeR
Lifetime
Achievement
Award
ANB
Plaza
Two.
You don’t have to go

l

AABA History Quiz
Be the first to correctly answer the question
below and send your answer to ebeacom@bf-law.
com and you will win a
rolling briefcase provided
by the State Bar of Texas.
Question: How many
accredited law schools
exist in Texas?

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happiness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith. The money that a
man has, he may lose. It flies away from
him,office,
perhapsadjacent
when he needs
it most. A
Large
secretarial
reputation
maytwo
be sacrificed
in a
The Texas legal community lost an important contributor
on April
5,
office,man’s
storage
area,
conference
By Richard
Biggs
moment of ill-considered action. The
2013.
rooms,people
largewho
client
reception area and
William
Biggs is my “little” brother. back in Amarillo.
Harlow Sprouse was
born March
are prone to fall on their
I’m
not
sure
where
he got the idea, although
After one year in Chicago
19,
1931
in
Vega.
In
the
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otherknees
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share.
to do us available
honor when to
success
is
sibling
during early years cided that he wanted settle dow
Harlow served in an
theintense
Air Force
as rivalry
an
with us, may be the first to throw the
might be
but William tells people he spent his law school summ
electrician and bomber
on intheplay,
B-36,
that serving
among his
his counlife ambitions is a deep seat- Mullin Hoard & Brown. I fou
“the
Big
Stick”.
After
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of
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when
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Suite 510, ANB Plaza II
ed desire tofrom
surpass
try he then graduated
thehis older brother – me. an unexpected and worrisome
cloud upon our heads.
When
asked,
William
with Richard
Hanna, Tom Boyd
University of North Texas in 1956 with usually concedes that because I’ve observed that one
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a degree in Political
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dividual’s
accomplishments,
and that it’s not someone more suited for the
friend and
that man
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University of Texas
School
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a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next has a stated goal of out-doin
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Moot Court and gained
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statusattended undergrad at naled that I could be in for mo
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that
never
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or
that while
we both
Call Richard Hanna at (806) 379-6683 for turning down the
Texas
Law
Review
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the petition than I felt I could han
treacherous is his dog. A man’s dog
because he was toldhigher
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couldn’t do
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wintry winds blow and the snow drives
class, and received Chicago,
the second
highestdiscovered
score on the
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that,
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ofdeath
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Notebook.”
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both
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Attorney-Mediator
He guards the sleep of his pauper masCenter for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.
Consider working with an advocate who understands the
ter as if he were a prince. When all oth- well-being. In
1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola,
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and Rowley Law
P.O. Box
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