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From time to time,

I think it is important
that we remember what
professionalism looks like.
The Supreme Court of Texas
and the Court of Criminal
Appeals adopted The Texas
Lawyer’s Creed almost thirty
years ago. If it has been a
while since you have read it, a
copy is available on the AABA
website as well as the Texas

”

Bar Association website.
-Page 2

“

It’s not often we get
appeals involving contempt
citations against lawyers. We
had two within months of
each other.

”

-Page 4
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Sen. Kel Seliger
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The 85th Texas Legislature ended early this
summer, and our legislators were called back into
a Special Session that ended in mid-August. What
substantial pieces of legislation were passed?
Were any changes made to Texas law that may
have an effect on our civil or criminal practices?
Here to discuss these issues are the legislators
who represented you in Austin during the 85th
Legislature: Senator Kel Seliger, Representative
Four Price and Representative John Smithee.
Sen. Kel Seliger represents Senate District
31, spanning 37 counties in the Panhandle and
Permian Basin including the cities of Amarillo,
Midland, Odessa and Big Spring. As Chairman
of the Senate Higher Education Committee and
the senior Republican member on the Senate
Education Committee, Seliger is one of Texas’s top
education leaders. He also serves on the influential
Senate Finance Committee and Senate Committee
on Natural Resources and Economic Development.
Seliger has been named a Fighter for Free Enterprise
four times by the Texas Association of Business
for promoting a healthy Texas business climate
and is continually recognized for his conservative
principles and his dedication to education, small
government and local control. Prior to his election
to the Texas Senate, Seliger served four terms as
Mayor of Amarillo and as a member of the Amarillo
City Commission and the Amarillo Civil Service
Commission.

State Rep. Four Price

State Rep. John Smithee represents House
District 86, which includes Randall, Dallam, Hartley,
Oldham, Deaf Smith, and Parmer counties. Rep.
Smithee is Chairman of the House Judiciary and
Civil Jurisprudence Committee and serves on the
State Affairs Committee. Smithee was first elected
to the Texas House in 1984 at the age of thirtythree and has served the people of House District
86 since then. District 86 is now considered the
most Republican House jurisdiction in the entire
state.
State Rep. Four Price is honored to serve
the people of House District 87, which includes
Carson, Hutchison, Moore, Potter, and Sherman
counties. For the 85th Legislative Session, Price
chaired the House Committee on Public Health,
which has jurisdiction over the protection of public
health, the development of mental health treatment
policies and the oversight of more than 20 state
healthcare-related agencies. Price also served
on the House Committee on Natural Resources
and on the House General Investigating & Ethics
Committee. Additionally, Price continues to serve
as Co-Chair of the Transition Legislative Oversight
Committee which is charged with overseeing the
consolidation of the Health & Human Services
agencies in Texas.
I hope that you will join our local representatives
at our October 12th AABA Luncheon for this
important update from the Texas Legislature!
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Professionalism on the High Plains:
Kudos and Reminders

I want to send kudos to attorneys in the Texas Panhandle. For some thirty
years, attorneys, judges, and the public have bemoaned the erosion of the
professionalism of attorneys across our state. Unfortunately, a minority of our
licensed brothers and sisters have provided ample evidence to support the
complaint. I have been blessed to practice with and against many of you and
have found with rare exception attorneys who recognize we are professionals and
act accordingly. I can rely upon you to act honestly, agree on the obvious, grant
reasonable extensions, and seek agreeable dates for hearings and depositions all
while zealously representing your client.
In my practice, I have also had frequent opportunities to litigate cases with
attorneys from across our state and other states. I have come to recognize
the superior professionalism of our Panhandle attorneys and to appreciate the
opportunity to practice here. To be sure, the Panhandle is not immune from
unprofessional attorneys and the majority of attorneys across Texas uphold the
ideals of our profession. Based on purely empirical observations, however, I
believe the percentage of unprofessional attorneys increases as the distance from
the Panhandle increases. [Disclaimer: these are only the opinions of the author and
may or may not reflect the opinions of the AABA.]
As one example, a Brownsville lawyer filed numerous motions to compel seeking
abusive and harassing discovery. Each motion required a trip to Brownsville for the
hearing and included a request for sanctions and a request to refer me to the State
Bar. The coup-de-grace was a motion to compel with a request for sanctions
for failing to respond to discovery requests that he had previously withdrawn in
open court. In another multiparty case, Plaintiff’s counsel from Houston has filed
motions seeking sanctions against each defendant, except the Plaintiff’s friend
who is a defendant in order to establish venue in South Texas. We have not yet
had the hearing on the motion to transfer venue.
There are more examples and I know many of you have had similar woes
with counsel. So my fellow Panhandle attorneys, I send you kudos for your
professionalism.
From time to time, I think it is important that we remember what professionalism
looks like. The Supreme Court of Texas and the Court of Criminal Appeals adopted
The Texas Lawyer’s Creed almost thirty years ago. If it has been a while since you
have read it, a copy is available on the AABA website as well as the Texas Bar
Association website. As I was preparing to write this article, I also found a CLE
paper entitled The Texas Lawyer’s Creed: The Rulebook for a Good Lawyer. 3rd
Annual Business Torts Institute 2011, State Bar of Texas. This paper is also available
on the AABA and State Bar websites. The Order adopting the Creed states: “These
standards are not a set of rules that lawyers can use and abuse to incite ancillary
litigation or arguments over whether or not they have been observed.” The Order,
however, also says: “Compliance with the rules depends upon understanding and
voluntary compliance, secondarily upon reinforcement by peer pressure and public
opinion, and finally when necessary by enforcement by courts through their inherent
powers and rules already in existence.” I highly recommend reading the CLE
paper. The paper begins with the history of the Creed and includes a discussion
of the Dondi Properties Corp. v. Commerce Savings & Loan Assn. case in which
the Northern District of Texas adopted the Dallas Bar Association’s “Guidelines of
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Professional Courtesy.” The CLE paper
and the Dondi decision will prove useful
if you are dealing with Ms. Rambo in the
Northern District. The CLE paper also
reports that in the 25 years since its
adoption, the Creed has been mentioned
in 41 reported cases and 12 unreported
cases authored by the Texas Supreme
Court and various courts of appeal as
well as by seven federal district and
circuit courts. The CLE paper then
analyzes many of the cases that cite
the Creed. I am encouraged that we
have reported decisions where “courts
through their inherent powers and rules
already in existence” are disciplining and
sanctioning unprofessional conduct. If
you are dealing with Ms. Rambo, Mr.
Liar, Mr. Objection or his sister Mrs.
Frivolous-Motion, you will likely find
good case references in the paper upon
which to rely.
I recognize one important challenge
when putting these standards into
practice: client expectations. Clients
sometimes want or expect Ms.
Rambo and her relatives. I think we
have a duty to try to change such
expectations. If you decide to adopt
the Creed for your own practice, know
that the Creed provides: “I will advise
my client of the contents of this creed
when undertaking representation.”
There are many things I do which need
not be emulated. In order to help set
appropriate expectations, however,
I include the following language in
my engagement agreements: “I also
note that on November 7, 1989, the
Texas Supreme Court adopted the
Texas Lawyer’s Creed - a Mandate
for Professionalism. Paragraph II,
subparagraph 1 of the Creed requires
us to advise you of its contents when
we undertake representation. A copy of
the Creed is attached to this agreement.
I believe that we have abided and will
continue to abide by the Creed.” While
this is no magic bullet, I do think it is
helpful.
After we finish reading this AMALAW and continue with our day, I hope
we will strive to meet the standards of
professionalism contained within the
Creed, to expect others to meet these
standards, and to use peer pressure
to seek compliance.
I also hope
judges will consider enforcement of
these standards when presented with
opportunities to do so. In the words
of the highest courts of our state:
“Let us now rededicate ourselves to
practice law so that we can restore
public confidence in our profession,
faithfully serve our clients, and fulfill our
responsibility to the legal system.”
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Join us as part of
history.
7th courtAmarillo's
of

aPPEaLs uPdatE
By Chief Justice Brian Quinn

Fall is officially here and Halloween
is weeks away. I can hear Thanksgiving
knocking on the door. Wow, its sliding
to the end mighty fast.
It’s not often we get appeals
involving contempt citations against
lawyers. We had two within months of
each other. The one in In re Hesse, No.
07-16-00437-CR, 2017 Tex. App. LEXIS
7230 (Tex. App.—Amarillo Aug. 1, 2017)
involved the topics of punishment
and double jeopardy. The attorney
argued that because he sat in jail for
brief periods of time when 1) originally
cited for contempt while awaiting the
completion of paperwork to secure his
release on his personal recognizance
bond pending a final hearing, and 2)
later arrested to secure his appearance
at the final contempt hearing, he already
had been punished. Our decision

rested on what constitutes punishment
and that was influenced by the purpose
of the detention. If its purpose was to
extract retribution or deter the unlawful
conduct then it approaches the idea of
punishment. Neither detention involved
in Hesse had such purposes. So,
they were not punishment for double
jeopardy purposes. I cannot deny that
sitting in jail for any reason can feel like
punishment. But, maybe the best thing
is to avoid making a judge mad . . . just
saying.
To remind you of something said
before, when a policeman wants to
stop you he can usually find an easy
way to do it. In Sullivan v. State, No.
07-16-00227-CR, 2017 Tex. App.
LEXIS 7810 (Tex. App.—Amarillo Aug.
16, 2017), Sullivan stopped over a

AABA CLE SCHEDULE 2017-2018
Oct 4-5-6

The United States District Court
Northern District of Texas
Cordially invites you to attend the
Investiture Ceremony
for

United States Magistrate Judge
Lee Ann Reno
Monday, October 16, 2017
1:30 p.m.
J. Marvin Jones Federal Building
Second Floor Courtroom
205 East Fifth Avenue
Amarillo, TX 79101
Reception immediately following
RSVP by October 10, 2017 to:
rsvp@txnd.uscourts.gov
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white line painted on the ground in front
of a crosswalk. The officer said doing
that was a traffic violation. Well . . .
the Transportation Code does prohibit
a driver from stopping on a crosswalk
or a clearly marked “stop line” if there
is no crosswalk. Because part of
Sullivan’s car was over the white line
and encroaching into the crosswalk, we
concluded that the stop was legitimate.
How many of you stop your cars before
the white line? Heck, I’m happy when
the driver gives me a bit of room to walk
on the crosswalk; seems like many treat
it like a parking spot.
Let’s wrap it up for now. Get your
jackets ready because winter is coming
. . . and no, I don’t watch Game of
Thrones.

Advanced Criminal Law
21+ CLE HRS 4.25 HRS ETHIC
Basement Training Room, Eagle Center

AABA
Members

Non-AABA
Members

$400

$450

Oct 18-19-20 Advanced Personal Injury Law
$400
20.25 CLE HRS The
3.0 HRS
ETHICS
United
States District Court
Basement Training Northern
Room, Eagle
Center of Texas
District

Nov 1-2-3

Nov 15-16
Dec 7-8
Feb 1
Feb 2
Feb 23

Pa g e

Advanced Family Law
$400
21+ CLE HRS 8.25
HRS ETHICS
Cordially
invites you to attend the
Basement Training Room,
Eagle Center
Investiture
Ceremony
Advanced Civil Trial
$400
for
18 CLE HRS 3.75 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training
Room,
EagleMagistrate
Center
United
States
Judge

Advanced Oil, Gas & Energy Law
Lee Ann Reno $340
13.5 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS
Sprouse Shrader Smith
Monday, October 16, 2017

Advanced Guardianship
$225
1:30 p.m.
6.25 CLE HRS 1.25 ETHICS
Happy State Bank,
Basement
Training
Room
J. Marvin
Jones
Federal
Building
Advanced Elder Law
$225
Second Floor Courtroom
7.0 CLE HRS 1.25 ETHICS
205 East Fifth Avenue
Happy State Bank, Basement
Training
Room
Amarillo,
TX 79101
Building Blocks of Wills, Estates & Probate
$225
immediately following
6.75 CLE HRS 3.0Reception
HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room, Eagle Center
RSVP by October 10, 2017 to:
rsvp@txnd.uscourts.gov

$450
$450
$450
$390
$250
$250
$250
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mation to the AABA: email director@amarillobar.org, fax 3799259, or call 371-7226.
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Young LawYEr of thE Month:
BrittanY taYLor

Brittany Taylor was born and raised in Amarillo, Texas.
Upon graduation from Amarillo High School, she attended
Texas A&M University. Brittany lives and breathes Texas
A&M; as her dad likes to tell her, she got an extra dose of
Koolaid upon her Aggie initiation. Brittany especially loves
Texas A&M football, though she fears that she will never see
a season as great as the season of her senior year when
Johnny Football crushed Oklahoma University at the Cotton
Bowl. Brittany graduated cum laude with a B.S. from Texas
A&M in 2013.
Brittany began college as a biochemistry major, but she
soon learned that she excelled at research and writing rather
than in science labs. After this realization, Brittany focused
her attention on careers in which she could succeed with her
research and writing skills, and realized that law school may
be the best path for her. After working a summer at Burdett,
Morgan, Williamson & Boykin as a legal office runner, she
recognized that she did, in fact, want to pursue a career as
an attorney.
After graduating from Texas A&M, Brittany went on to
study law at Baylor University. In fact, she began law school
a mere three days after graduating with her undergraduate
degree. Brittany obtained her Juris Doctor from Baylor

D ow n tow n A m a r i l lo ’ s O r i g i n a l H i g h - R i s e

FOR OVER 90 YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.
Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and
law firms continue to make their mark.

For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson
806.342.4700 • 301 South Polk Street
images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library

Page 6

in February of 2016. She held
a concentration in general civil
litigation. While at school, she
became a member of the Baylor
Barrister society and, alongside
her partner, won the Naman Howell
Smith & Lee Client Counseling
Brittany Taylor
Competition. During her time in
law school, Brittany interned at
multiple courts, including two district courts in Dallas, and the
federal district court in Waco, Texas. Brittany also participated
in the summer associate program at Sprouse Shrader Smith,
after which she accepted a position as an associate attorney.
Following graduation from law school, Brittany returned
to her home town of Amarillo to begin her legal career at
Sprouse Shrader Smith. Brittany’s legal practice area includes
civil and commercial litigation, government law, and appellate
work.
In her free time, Brittany loves hiking, spending time
outdoors, watching all kinds of sports, and reading. Brittany
is also active in the Amarillo community and participates in a
number of community organizations. Brittany loves to spend
time with her family in town and her boyfriend, Joseph Hinton.
However, though he continues to fight her diligently on the
issue, Joseph has never convinced Brittany to prioritize
Baylor sports teams over Aggie sports teams.

ZIMMER SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
APPLICATION PERIOD OPEN

The trustees of the Kelln Zimmer Memorial Scholarship
Foundation have announced the opening of a new application
period. Scholarships are available to full-time students of Texas
Tech University School of Law who are from the Amarillo area or who
attended Amarillo College or West Texas A&M University.
The Kelln Zimmer Memorial Scholarship honors the legacy of
Kelln Zimmer, a Texas Tech Law School graduate and Amarillo native
who died in 2010 following a seven year battle with breast cancer.
She was an associate with the Underwood Law Firm at the time of
her passing.
“Kelln was a great student, a fabulous lawyer, and above all
else, an inspiration to every person she met,” said foundation trustee
and childhood friend, Ed Dowdy.
Ms. Zimmer served as managing editor of the Texas Tech
Law Review. Before law school, she was a travelling consultant for
Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority, for which she also served as chapter
president at Texas A&M – College Station.
Scholarship grants are made to recipients who attended high
school in Amarillo, Canyon, or the Texas Panhandle, or alternatively,
persons who attended Amarillo College, or West Texas A&M before
law school.
Recent Zimmer scholarship recipients include Emily Shanks,
Dalton Brooks, and Cole Brown, of Amarillo, and Abbey Coufal, a
native of Vernon.
The application period for the fall semester closes October
17, 2017. Qualified candidates may apply by mail at P. O. Box
1750, Amarillo, Texas 79105 or by email submission at scholarship@
kazfoundation.org. Applications are available through the Texas
Tech University School of Law Financial Aid Office or by contacting
the above email address.

aaYLa uPdatE
By Tyler Topper

Fall is in the air, football is on
television, and the AAYLA is in fullswing. We recently co-sponsored a
happy hour with the Amarillo Area
Women’s Bar Association that was
well-attended by a diverse group of
attorneys. Our Cookout and Connect
event, which included an outdoor
screening of Disney’s Beauty and the
Beast (2017), was generously funded

AMA-LAW is published monthly
from September through May by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association.
Advertisement Rates
Single Issue
Business Card
$50
Quarter-Page
$75
Half-Page
$150
Full Page
$300
Discounted rates are available for
multiple issues. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement of
any product or service. AABA reserves
the right to select and edit materials to be
published. Advertisements are limited to
those products and services that are
substantially related to improving the
legal profession and the legal community
in the northernmost twenty-six counties
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or
director@amarillo-bar.org for more information about advertising in AMA-LAW.
Contact Us
For more information about your
local area bar association or for
address changes, contact Janet Byars,
Executive Director, at:
Amarillo Area Bar Association
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615
Amarillo, Texas 79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226
Also visit our website at www.amarillo-bar.org for
information and
links to both
local and
state-wide
legal resources.

primarily through a TYLA grant, and
was a hit with our attorneys and their
families. In addition to these bar-related
events, we’ve also been active in the
community. AAYLA has partnered with
the Amarillo South Rotary Club for the
second year in a row to present bicycles
to students with perfect attendance
each six weeks at Lamar Elementary
School. The next bicycle presentations
will be on October 13th.
In addition to football, the beginning
of fall also heralds a fresh batch of new
attorneys to the Amarillo Area. AAYLA’s
New Lawyer Orientation is currently
being planned for sometime in October
(more details to come regarding the
exact time and date). Participants
will be given a tour of our state and
federal courthouses, and will meet with
several judges to welcome them to our
community. There will also be a happy
hour following the tour. Our annual
Swearing-in Ceremony is scheduled for
Wednesday, November 8th at the 7th
Court of Appeals. If you know any new
attorneys that would be interested in
either program, let us know!
The AAYLA is in the middle of a
membership drive. If you were (i) 36
years of age or younger as of June
1, 2017, or (ii) are newly licensed to
practice in Texas during the 60 months
preceding such date, you are invited to
join AAYLA. A copy of our membership
application is included in this edition
of Ama-Law for your convenience.
If you have any questions regarding
membership, please contact Joey
Parsons at jparsons@mayfield-lawfirm.
com.

Finally, mark your calendars… we
have dates for our Vegas CLE! The
CLE will be held on Friday, February
23rd and Saturday, February 24th. Our
CLE committee is working hard on the
details (e.g., venue, speakers, etc.), so,
rest assured, it’s going to be a good
time!
If you have any questions or want
to learn more about AAYLA, please
contact me anytime at ttopper@bmwblaw.com or 806.358.8116.

U.S. Magistrate Judge
Lee Ann Reno
PRESS RELEASE
Ms. Lee Ann Reno has been selected
by the district judges of the U.S. District
Court for the Northern District of Texas
to serve as a federal magistrate judge for
the Court’s Amarillo division. Ms. Reno
will replace Magistrate Judge Clinton E.
Averitte, who has served with distinction
for 30 years as the Amarillo division’s
first and only full-time magistrate judge.
Ms. Reno will begin her service as
magistrate judge on October 1, 2017.
The Court will hold a formal investiture
ceremony on October 16, 2017, at the
J. Marvin Jones Federal Building and
Courthouse in Amarillo.

AABA History Quiz
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your
answer to abell@bf-law.com and you will win
a rolling briefcase provided by the State Bar
of Texas.
Question: Which President appointed
Senior District Judge Mary Lou Robinson?
1-800-204-2222
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