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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.
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Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S
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    I can enthusiastically report 

to the association that Janet 

has exceeded expectations in 

every way possible.  I want to 

publicly thank Janet for a “job 

well-done!””                 -Page 2

    Unlike E. F. Hutton, when 

judges speak, not everyone 

listens.  I guess that is why 

they have the power to hold 

people in contempt.”                   

                      -Page 4
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 Institute on Estate Planning
Fourteen of the Amarillo area’s most distinguished attorneys were recognized for 

their 50 years of practice at the Amarillo Area Bar Association Luncheon on April 13. 
Congratulations to these attorneys and thank you for your service! Photograph is by 
Nita Dyslin of Lovell, Lovell, Isern and Farabough.  

Back row: Dee Miller, Edward R. Scott, Jr., Donald E. Jackson, James A. Besselman,  
George Jennings, Jr., Selden Hale III, Don Patterson, Othniel Miller

Front row: Walter Wolfram, Otis C. Shearer, Wales Madden, Jr., S. Tom Morris, 
Arthur Carson Smith.  

James Doores also attended the Luncheon and is not pictured.

50 YEar LawYErs rEcognizEd



PrEsidEnt’s
PagE

By: Mark Logsdon

P a g e  7P a g e  2

THANKS TO OUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
AND NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I would like to take this opportunity to thank several people in my last 
“President’s Page” article.  First, I would like to thank the AABA officers 
for all of their time and effort this past bar year.  Chris Jensen served as 
our President-Elect, and he was responsible for bringing in a number of 
great speakers for our monthly meetings.  Brad Howard served as our Vice 
President, and he has planned and organized another great Spring Institute.  
Joby Mills served as our Secretary-Treasurer, and he has done a terrific 
job keeping up with our books and all of the minutes from our monthly 
executive committee meetings.  Finally, Dusty Stockard 
served as our Immediate Past-President and, despite 

popular belief, attended most of 
our meetings and helped guide 
many of our decisions. 

I would also like to thank 
our six directors:  Chris Stewart, 
Briar Wilcox, Rhett Hubbard, 
Christy Drake, Jennie Knapp, 
and Brian Farabough.  All of 
them regularly attended our 
meetings and participated in 
valuable ways.  Chris, Briar, and 
Rhett will all be stepping down 
at the end of this bar year, but 
Christy, Jennie, and Brian will 

continue on as directors for another bar year.  Also, 
Jennie will head up our next Trial Academy this fall, so 
please be on the lookout for more information to come 
from her and her committee.  

In addition to the folks mentioned above, I would like 
to thank Jonathan Sterling, Meg Morey, Shane Brooks, 
and Andrew Evans.  Jonathan did a great job in his first 
year as Editor of the AMA-LAW.  For many years, Meg 
has worked largely “behind the scenes” to organize 

and present relevant CLE opportunities for our 
members, and this past year was no exception.  Shane 
Brooks has done a great job as President of our young 
lawyers association, and he has been a valuable 
participant in our monthly executive committee 

AMA-LAW is published monthly 
from September through May by the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 
 Single Issue

Business Card $50
Quarter-Page $75
Half-Page $150
Full Page $300
Discounted rates are available for 

multiple issues.  Publication of an adver-
tisement does not imply endorsement of 
any product or service. AABA reserves 
the right to select and edit materials to be 
published. Advertisements are limited to 
those products and services that are 
substantially related to improving the 
legal profession and the legal community 
in the northernmost twenty-six counties 
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet 
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or 
director@amarillo-bar.org for more infor- 
mation about advertising in AMA-LAW. 

Contact Us
For more information about your 

local area bar association or for 
address changes, contact Janet  Byars, 
Executive Director, at: 
Amarillo Area Bar Association 
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615 
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amaril-
lo-bar.org for 
information and 
links to both 
local and
state-wide
legal resources.

For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson 
806.342.4700  •  301 South Polk Street

D ow n tow n  A m a r i l lo ’ s  O r i g i n a l  H i g h - R i s e 
FOR  OVER  90  YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  

images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library

FEDERAL CRIMINAL 
DEFENSE

Christy L. Drake
Attorney at Law

801 S. Fillmore, Suite 710
Amarillo, TX  79101

806.410.2030
Former Federal Prosecutor
chrisdrakelaw@gmail.com

AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your 
answer to jsterling@bf-law.com and you will 
win a rolling briefcase provided by the State 
Bar of Texas.

Question: When was the Potter County 
Courthouse listed on the National Register of 
Historical Places?

1-800-204-2222

meetings. Finally, Andrew has 
regularly attended and contributed 
to our monthly executive committee 
meetings on behalf of the AABF.  

Most especially, I want to 
personally thank our new Executive 
Director, Janet Byars.  As you 
all know, Janet followed in the 
footsteps of Jo Ann Holt, our first 
and only Executive Director who had 
passionately served our association 
for many years.  While the Executive 
Committee was very impressed 
with Janet’s application to become 
our second Executive Director, the 
“proof is always in the pudding.”   I 
can enthusiastically report to the 
association that Janet has exceeded 
expectations in every way possible.  
I want to publicly thank Janet for a 
“job well-done!” 

I hope to see you all at Spring 
Institute the first weekend of May.  I 
know that our association is in good 
hands with our new slate of officers 
and directors, and with Janet as our 
Executive Director!    

Janet Byars

Mark D. White is AAYLA’s Old Lawyer of the Year!  Please join 
us in honoring (and roasting) Mark on Thursday, May 11 at 11:45 at 
the Amarillo Club.  (Tickets are $25; kindly RSVP to kelly.montes@
sprouselaw.com)  Thank you to Mark for his lifelong dedication to 
mentoring the area’s young lawyers!
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Based upon his extraordinary efforts in support of 
the Amarillo Area Young Lawyer’s Association and his 
abundantly-flowing contributions to the legal profession, 
Patrick Weir is the inaugural Old-Young Lawyer of the Month 
for May 2017.

Patrick, or P-Dubs as his friends call him (or 
LordTroutnesstheGood27 as the World of Warcraft 
community knows him), was born and raised in Amarillo.  He 
attended Tascosa High School, which everyone knows is the 
best high school in town.  While at Tascosa, he met and 
began dating his future wife, Mackenzie, who is way out of 
his league.  After high school, Patrick attended Texas A&M 
University and majored in Live Action Role-Playing (LARP) 
with an emphasis on Foam Swordsmanship.  Knowing that it 
was difficult to make a living in the competitive, high-stakes 
world of LARPing, Patrick decided to go to law school and 
attended the University of Tulsa School of Law, where he 
got a legal specialization in watching baseball in his office.  
Upon graduation, he returned home to Amarillo to begin his 
legal career.

Patrick currently “practices” law at the firm of Brown 
& Fortunato, P.C.  His practice is focused on something to 
do with makeups: oils, gases, and minerals.  Apparently, 
he has opinions about them that clients pay for him to 
share. Recently, he obtained his Board Certification in 
Bossing Around Associates, the first person to obtain such 

a designation in Amarillo.  Like 
most people, he secretly wants 
to be a litigator.

Patrick and Mackenzie 
have been blessed with two 
wonderful children, Shelton and 
Zena. Thankfully, they take after 
Mackenzie. In his free time, 
Patrick enjoys spending quality time with his family and 
friends, LARPing, PokemonGo, Dungeons and Dragons, 
being a less athletic version of Matt Sherwood, golfing, 
skiing, bowling, and following his favorite sports teams, the 
Cubs, Cowboys, and Aggies.  Because his beloved Aggies 
are rarely competitive at anything remotely resembling a 
sport, Patrick claims the successes of the SEC conference 
as a whole.  Patrick is a great dad, an awesome friend, an 
atrocious golfer, a renowned dragon master, the third best 
bowler on his bowling team, a wearer of white belts, an 
award winning Daenerys Targaryen cosplayer, and one of 
the best PokemonGo players in the history of the “sport,” 
or so he says.

His heroes include Luke Skywalker, Pikachu, Johnny 
Manziel, Mike Trout, and prominent local attorneys, Ben Doyle 
and Joey Parsons. He credits Joey with teaching him everything 
he knows about fantasy football and baseball, and he hopes 
someday that Ben will teach him how to be a real lawyer.

Young LawYEr of thE Month:
Patrick wEir 

Patrick Weir

America’s Newest and Best 
Economy Extended Stay HotelsTM

AMARILLO, TX
(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124
amarillo@legacymgmt.org

LUBBOCK, TX
(806) 701-4196

6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

lubbock@legacymgmt.org

myplacehotels.com  •  855-200-5685  •  Each franchise is independently owned and operated.
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Let us help you secure your 
documents and take control 
of your record management!

Certified • Secure • Convenient

We are serious about information security!

We offer
3 secure
services:

Record Storage with 
Delivery Service

Mobile Shredding at 
Your Location

Plant Shredding at 
DSS Facilities

24/7 CCTV
Surveillance Trained Staff

Visit us at www.docshredders.com or call us today at (806) 381-6611

Locked Bins
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Proven fact . . . you return to work to rest up from the 
vacation.  I’m back after being embarrassed by my grandson.  
He caught more fish than I did and finally opted rather to play 
with his Rubik’s cube.  The younger generation . . . .

Unlike E. F. Hutton, when judges speak, not everyone 
listens.  I guess that is why they have the power to hold 
people in contempt.  But, there are limits.  In cases of 
constructive contempt (i.e. where the act occurs outside the 
court’s presence), the order or directive ignored must be in 
writing.  Because the contemptible act in Ex parte McDaniel, 
No. 07-17-00043-CV, 2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 2475 (Tex. 
App.—Amarillo March 22, 2017) happened before the trial 
court signed the written decree, we had to grant McDaniel’s 
petition for habeas corpus and discharge him from the grips 
of the local county sheriff.  Am I showing my age in referring 
to E. F. Hutton.?

Remember all those times I said you need a final 
judgment before you can appeal, well maybe not.  (Don’t 
you love the certainty of the law?)  There are some types 
of litigation that are relatively continuous, and, with them, it 
would be forever before a final judgment is entered.  Probates 
fall within that category, and you don’t have to wait until the 
entire proceeding ends to appeal certain decisions.  In In re 
Estate of Easley, No. 07-15-00378-CV, 2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 
1640 (Tex. App.—Amarillo Feb. 24, 2017), we explained that 
probates are an exception to the “one final judgment” rule.  
Various sub-proceedings within the one probate action are 
appealable if the order you question disposes of a discrete 
phase of the litigation or if a statute expressly allows you 
to appeal.  Falling outside that category are decisions 
which simply set the stage for the resolution of some other 
proceeding, such as an accounting or an order denying the 
removal of an executor.  An issue to be wary of, though, 
is what happens if you postpone appealing until the entire 
probate is over?  Did you lose the opportunity to appeal 
intervening orders that actually disposed of some discrete 
aspect of the probate?  I guess we’ll have to address that 
when it happens.

And the hurdles posed by arbitration clauses continue 
to pop-up.  You know that lawsuits encompassing disputes 
within an arbitration clause have little chance of being 
adjudicated by a court.  How about a pre-lawsuit action, 
though, such as a Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 202 
proceeding.  It’s not really a lawsuit but an attempt to gather 
or preserve evidence for an anticipated suit.  We were asked 

Those documents can 
only stack so high..
Let us lend a hand!
•  Document Copying & Printing
•  Scan To Disc
•  Bates Numbering
•  Courtroom Display Posters
•  Photo Printing
•  Blow Backs
•  Same Day Turnarounds
•  Competitive Rates
•  Free Pick Up/Delivery (Amarillo)

Only litigation copying center in the
Texas Panhandle with over 23 years experience

•  Black & white copies as low as $0.12 each
•  Color copies as low as $0.49 each
•  Scanning as low as $0.16 each
•  2x3 Trial Exhibit Boards as low as $40.00 each

416 SW 8th Street  •  Amarillo, TX 79101  •  806.342.0606 ext. 24

young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

Fishbowl Drawing:
$25........................................................Rick Russwurm
$50...............................................Matthew Bartosiewicz
$75................................................................Josh Flores

None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 

Fishbowl Drawing
     $25       Joel Kaplan   not present
     $50       Alison Sanders   present           
     $100     Pace Rawlins    not present

legal bRiefs

10th and Harrison
Ideally suited for solo practitioner

or small firm.
Optional phone, receptionist, internet, 

and conference facilities available.
Abundant parking.

Call Jeremi Young
at 806-331-1800

Downtown Office 
Space For Lease

Office share available at 
ANB Plaza Two.

Large office, adjacent secretarial 
office, storage area, two conference 

rooms, large client reception area and 
other amenities available to share.

Suite 510, ANB Plaza II 
with Richard Hanna, Tom Boyd

and Mike Lynch.

Call Richard Hanna at (806) 379-6683 
with questions or for appointment to

see (civil practice please)

Kirk Crutcher
Attorney-Mediator

P.O. Box 50787 
Amarillo, TX 79159
806.584.4468
Kirk@CrutcherMediation.com

“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 

Cristal Robinson, MBA 
www.CristalRobinson.com 
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806-373-5694 

Bankruptcy 
Business 
Taxation 

The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

in In re Amarillo II Enterprises, LLC, No. 07-17-00005-CV, 
2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 1000 (Tex. App.—Amarillo Feb. 3, 
2017, orig. proceeding) whether a Rule 202 proceeding had 
to be stayed while parties arbitrate the underlying dispute.  
The answer was “yep.”  In short, you can’t use Rule 202 to 
get evidence on a claim if the trial court would be prevented 
from trying the anticipated suit.  

Time to go.  I leave with this.  My eight year old grandson 
may have smacked me down with his fishing skills, but it 
was well worth the memory of seeing the excitement on his 
face when he felt the tug on the line for the first time.  Take 
‘em fishing!

JUSTICE FOR ALL: Putting Words Into Action

Millions of Texans cannot afford legal representation. Their circumstances are 
desperate, their needs are dire, and their only lifeline is legal aid. The Justice for 
All Campaign was created by the Texas Access to Justice Commission to support 
local legal aid organizations, and give these vulnerable Texans a measure of relief. 

As a lawyer and member of the Amarillo Area Bar Association, your commitment 
to justice is as inspirational as it is vital. That’s why we urge you to contribute to 
our statewide campaign; funds raised support organizations in your community 
and around the state. The success stories are a continual reminder of the needs –
and especially of the needs met – of our fellow Texans, like Hector Gamboa.

Diagnosed with brain cancer requiring chemotherapy treatments five days a week, 
Mr. Gamboa had no choice but to stop working.  Because of the dreadful side 
effects and need for constant care, so did his wife. They relied on their daughter 
for support while Mr. Gamboa applied for assistance. Unbelievably, his request for 
disability insurance was denied. A second request was also denied.  The Gamboas 
were on the verge of losing their home. 

That’s when they turned to the legal aid for help. Aziza Travis, Staff Attorney at 
Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas recalls, "I knew the Gamboas desperately needed 
our help. In their case, disability insurance was nothing short of life-sustaining." 
She was able to obtain both current and retroactive benefits for Mr. Gamboa, 
securing his home and granting enormous peace of mind.  

In the words of the Mr. Gamboa’s daughter: "Ms. Travis’ patience and 
determination helped us win our two-year battle with disability. We were able to 
catch up on our bills, and stop the foreclosure of our home. My dad is fighting a 
big battle and now he knows his family will be taken care of. We are forever 
grateful for the wonderful service we have received from legal aid."

Justice for All is not just a nice phrase, it’s a powerful, life- changing marching 
order. Please donate today!

      TEXAS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION 
                    HTTPS://DONATE.TEXASATJ.ORG  

AMARILLO AREA ESTATE PLANNING COUNCIL
TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL INSTITUTE

ON
ESTATE PLANNING

MAY 11 and 12, 2017

Gerry W. Beyer – Transfer on Death Deeds; 
Cyber Estate Planning and Administration; Estate 
Planning for “Weaponized” Clients

Professor Lee Schwemer – Recent 
Developments Affecting Estate Planning

Edward J. McCaffery - Estate Planning in the 
Age of Trump and Beyond

Michael V. Bourland - Planning for the Family 
Business, including Family Limited Partnerships

Clay Stribling - Ten Ways to Include Charitable 
Giving in Your Client’s Estate Plan

Rick B. Weaver - A Primer on Planning for 
Long-Term Care

Shannon Ferrell - Transition Tools and Tough 
Talks About the Family Farm

Dr. W. Mitch Jones - In Cold Blood – Over A 
Half Century Later

Barry Albrecht - Amarillo Economic 
Development Update

AABF Scholarship Announcement 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation is pleased to 

announce that Jaycee Booth, Nikki Boyd, Jay’Neisha Davis, 
and Ryan Loewenstern are the recipients of the 2017-2018 
AABF scholarships.  Jaycee Booth is a graduate of Amarillo 
High School and West Texas A&M University.  She will be a 
first year law student at Oklahoma City University School 
of Law next year.  Nikki Boyd is the recipient of the Chris 
Coppedge Memorial Scholarship.  Nikki graduated from 
Spearman High School and Texas Tech University.  She is a 
2L at the Texas Tech University School of Law.  Jay’Neisha 
Davis earned a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from the 
University of North Texas and a Master of Science in 
Juvenile Justice from Prairie View A&M University.  She will 
be a first year law student at Texas Tech University School of 
Law next year.  Ryan Loewenstern grew up in Amarillo.  He 
attended Amarillo College and graduated from West Texas 
A&M University.  Mr. Loewenstern will begin his legal studies 
next year at Oklahoma City University School of Law.  Each 
scholarship is $2,500 for the 2017-2018 academic year.  
Congratulations to this year’s recipients.

JUSTICE FOR ALL: Putting Words Into Action
Millions of Texans cannot afford legal representation. 

Their circumstances are desperate, their needs are dire, and 
their only lifeline is legal aid. The Justice for All Campaign 
was created by the Texas Access to Justice Commission 
to support local legal aid organizations, and give these 
vulnerable Texans a measure of relief.

As a lawyer and member of the Amarillo Area Bar 
Association, your commitment to justice is as inspirational 
as it is vital. That’s why we urge you to contribute to our 
statewide campaign; funds raised support organizations in 
your community and around the state. The success stories 
are a continual reminder of the needs – and especially of the 
needs met – of our fellow Texans, like Hector Gamboa.

Diagnosed with brain cancer requiring chemotherapy 
treatments five days a week, Mr. Gamboa had no choice 
but to stop working. Because of the dreadful side effects 
and need for constant care, so did his wife. They relied on 
their daughter for support while Mr. Gamboa applied for 
assistance. Unbelievably, his request for disability insurance 
was denied. A second request was also denied. The 
Gamboas were on the verge of losing their home.

That’s when they turned to the legal aid for help. 
Aziza Travis, Staff Attorney at Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas 
recalls, “I knew the Gamboas desperately needed our 
help. In their case, disability insurance was nothing short 
of life-sustaining.” She was able to obtain both current and 
retroactive benefits for Mr. Gamboa, securing his home and 
granting enormous peace of mind.

In the words of the Mr. Gamboa’s daughter: “Ms. Travis’ 
patience and determination helped us win our two-year 
battle with disability. We were able to catch up on our bills, 
and stop the foreclosure of our home. My dad is fighting a 
big battle and now he knows his family will be taken care of. 
We are forever grateful for the wonderful service we have 
received from legal aid.”

Justice for All is not just a nice phrase, it’s a powerful, 
life- changing marching order. Please donate today!
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Proven fact . . . you return to work to rest up from the 
vacation.  I’m back after being embarrassed by my grandson.  
He caught more fish than I did and finally opted rather to play 
with his Rubik’s cube.  The younger generation . . . .

Unlike E. F. Hutton, when judges speak, not everyone 
listens.  I guess that is why they have the power to hold 
people in contempt.  But, there are limits.  In cases of 
constructive contempt (i.e. where the act occurs outside the 
court’s presence), the order or directive ignored must be in 
writing.  Because the contemptible act in Ex parte McDaniel, 
No. 07-17-00043-CV, 2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 2475 (Tex. 
App.—Amarillo March 22, 2017) happened before the trial 
court signed the written decree, we had to grant McDaniel’s 
petition for habeas corpus and discharge him from the grips 
of the local county sheriff.  Am I showing my age in referring 
to E. F. Hutton.?

Remember all those times I said you need a final 
judgment before you can appeal, well maybe not.  (Don’t 
you love the certainty of the law?)  There are some types 
of litigation that are relatively continuous, and, with them, it 
would be forever before a final judgment is entered.  Probates 
fall within that category, and you don’t have to wait until the 
entire proceeding ends to appeal certain decisions.  In In re 
Estate of Easley, No. 07-15-00378-CV, 2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 
1640 (Tex. App.—Amarillo Feb. 24, 2017), we explained that 
probates are an exception to the “one final judgment” rule.  
Various sub-proceedings within the one probate action are 
appealable if the order you question disposes of a discrete 
phase of the litigation or if a statute expressly allows you 
to appeal.  Falling outside that category are decisions 
which simply set the stage for the resolution of some other 
proceeding, such as an accounting or an order denying the 
removal of an executor.  An issue to be wary of, though, 
is what happens if you postpone appealing until the entire 
probate is over?  Did you lose the opportunity to appeal 
intervening orders that actually disposed of some discrete 
aspect of the probate?  I guess we’ll have to address that 
when it happens.

And the hurdles posed by arbitration clauses continue 
to pop-up.  You know that lawsuits encompassing disputes 
within an arbitration clause have little chance of being 
adjudicated by a court.  How about a pre-lawsuit action, 
though, such as a Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 202 
proceeding.  It’s not really a lawsuit but an attempt to gather 
or preserve evidence for an anticipated suit.  We were asked 

Those documents can 
only stack so high..
Let us lend a hand!
•  Document Copying & Printing
•  Scan To Disc
•  Bates Numbering
•  Courtroom Display Posters
•  Photo Printing
•  Blow Backs
•  Same Day Turnarounds
•  Competitive Rates
•  Free Pick Up/Delivery (Amarillo)

Only litigation copying center in the
Texas Panhandle with over 23 years experience

•  Black & white copies as low as $0.12 each
•  Color copies as low as $0.49 each
•  Scanning as low as $0.16 each
•  2x3 Trial Exhibit Boards as low as $40.00 each

416 SW 8th Street  •  Amarillo, TX 79101  •  806.342.0606 ext. 24

young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

Fishbowl Drawing:
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None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 
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The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

in In re Amarillo II Enterprises, LLC, No. 07-17-00005-CV, 
2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 1000 (Tex. App.—Amarillo Feb. 3, 
2017, orig. proceeding) whether a Rule 202 proceeding had 
to be stayed while parties arbitrate the underlying dispute.  
The answer was “yep.”  In short, you can’t use Rule 202 to 
get evidence on a claim if the trial court would be prevented 
from trying the anticipated suit.  

Time to go.  I leave with this.  My eight year old grandson 
may have smacked me down with his fishing skills, but it 
was well worth the memory of seeing the excitement on his 
face when he felt the tug on the line for the first time.  Take 
‘em fishing!

JUSTICE FOR ALL: Putting Words Into Action

Millions of Texans cannot afford legal representation. Their circumstances are 
desperate, their needs are dire, and their only lifeline is legal aid. The Justice for 
All Campaign was created by the Texas Access to Justice Commission to support 
local legal aid organizations, and give these vulnerable Texans a measure of relief. 

As a lawyer and member of the Amarillo Area Bar Association, your commitment 
to justice is as inspirational as it is vital. That’s why we urge you to contribute to 
our statewide campaign; funds raised support organizations in your community 
and around the state. The success stories are a continual reminder of the needs –
and especially of the needs met – of our fellow Texans, like Hector Gamboa.

Diagnosed with brain cancer requiring chemotherapy treatments five days a week, 
Mr. Gamboa had no choice but to stop working.  Because of the dreadful side 
effects and need for constant care, so did his wife. They relied on their daughter 
for support while Mr. Gamboa applied for assistance. Unbelievably, his request for 
disability insurance was denied. A second request was also denied.  The Gamboas 
were on the verge of losing their home. 

That’s when they turned to the legal aid for help. Aziza Travis, Staff Attorney at 
Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas recalls, "I knew the Gamboas desperately needed 
our help. In their case, disability insurance was nothing short of life-sustaining." 
She was able to obtain both current and retroactive benefits for Mr. Gamboa, 
securing his home and granting enormous peace of mind.  

In the words of the Mr. Gamboa’s daughter: "Ms. Travis’ patience and 
determination helped us win our two-year battle with disability. We were able to 
catch up on our bills, and stop the foreclosure of our home. My dad is fighting a 
big battle and now he knows his family will be taken care of. We are forever 
grateful for the wonderful service we have received from legal aid."

Justice for All is not just a nice phrase, it’s a powerful, life- changing marching 
order. Please donate today!

      TEXAS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION 
                    HTTPS://DONATE.TEXASATJ.ORG  

AMARILLO AREA ESTATE PLANNING COUNCIL
TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL INSTITUTE

ON
ESTATE PLANNING

MAY 11 and 12, 2017

Gerry W. Beyer – Transfer on Death Deeds; 
Cyber Estate Planning and Administration; Estate 
Planning for “Weaponized” Clients

Professor Lee Schwemer – Recent 
Developments Affecting Estate Planning

Edward J. McCaffery - Estate Planning in the 
Age of Trump and Beyond

Michael V. Bourland - Planning for the Family 
Business, including Family Limited Partnerships

Clay Stribling - Ten Ways to Include Charitable 
Giving in Your Client’s Estate Plan

Rick B. Weaver - A Primer on Planning for 
Long-Term Care

Shannon Ferrell - Transition Tools and Tough 
Talks About the Family Farm

Dr. W. Mitch Jones - In Cold Blood – Over A 
Half Century Later

Barry Albrecht - Amarillo Economic 
Development Update

AABF Scholarship Announcement 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation is pleased to 

announce that Jaycee Booth, Nikki Boyd, Jay’Neisha Davis, 
and Ryan Loewenstern are the recipients of the 2017-2018 
AABF scholarships.  Jaycee Booth is a graduate of Amarillo 
High School and West Texas A&M University.  She will be a 
first year law student at Oklahoma City University School 
of Law next year.  Nikki Boyd is the recipient of the Chris 
Coppedge Memorial Scholarship.  Nikki graduated from 
Spearman High School and Texas Tech University.  She is a 
2L at the Texas Tech University School of Law.  Jay’Neisha 
Davis earned a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from the 
University of North Texas and a Master of Science in 
Juvenile Justice from Prairie View A&M University.  She will 
be a first year law student at Texas Tech University School of 
Law next year.  Ryan Loewenstern grew up in Amarillo.  He 
attended Amarillo College and graduated from West Texas 
A&M University.  Mr. Loewenstern will begin his legal studies 
next year at Oklahoma City University School of Law.  Each 
scholarship is $2,500 for the 2017-2018 academic year.  
Congratulations to this year’s recipients.

JUSTICE FOR ALL: Putting Words Into Action
Millions of Texans cannot afford legal representation. 

Their circumstances are desperate, their needs are dire, and 
their only lifeline is legal aid. The Justice for All Campaign 
was created by the Texas Access to Justice Commission 
to support local legal aid organizations, and give these 
vulnerable Texans a measure of relief.

As a lawyer and member of the Amarillo Area Bar 
Association, your commitment to justice is as inspirational 
as it is vital. That’s why we urge you to contribute to our 
statewide campaign; funds raised support organizations in 
your community and around the state. The success stories 
are a continual reminder of the needs – and especially of the 
needs met – of our fellow Texans, like Hector Gamboa.

Diagnosed with brain cancer requiring chemotherapy 
treatments five days a week, Mr. Gamboa had no choice 
but to stop working. Because of the dreadful side effects 
and need for constant care, so did his wife. They relied on 
their daughter for support while Mr. Gamboa applied for 
assistance. Unbelievably, his request for disability insurance 
was denied. A second request was also denied. The 
Gamboas were on the verge of losing their home.

That’s when they turned to the legal aid for help. 
Aziza Travis, Staff Attorney at Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas 
recalls, “I knew the Gamboas desperately needed our 
help. In their case, disability insurance was nothing short 
of life-sustaining.” She was able to obtain both current and 
retroactive benefits for Mr. Gamboa, securing his home and 
granting enormous peace of mind.

In the words of the Mr. Gamboa’s daughter: “Ms. Travis’ 
patience and determination helped us win our two-year 
battle with disability. We were able to catch up on our bills, 
and stop the foreclosure of our home. My dad is fighting a 
big battle and now he knows his family will be taken care of. 
We are forever grateful for the wonderful service we have 
received from legal aid.”

Justice for All is not just a nice phrase, it’s a powerful, 
life- changing marching order. Please donate today!
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Based upon his extraordinary efforts in support of 
the Amarillo Area Young Lawyer’s Association and his 
abundantly-flowing contributions to the legal profession, 
Patrick Weir is the inaugural Old-Young Lawyer of the Month 
for May 2017.

Patrick, or P-Dubs as his friends call him (or 
LordTroutnesstheGood27 as the World of Warcraft 
community knows him), was born and raised in Amarillo.  He 
attended Tascosa High School, which everyone knows is the 
best high school in town.  While at Tascosa, he met and 
began dating his future wife, Mackenzie, who is way out of 
his league.  After high school, Patrick attended Texas A&M 
University and majored in Live Action Role-Playing (LARP) 
with an emphasis on Foam Swordsmanship.  Knowing that it 
was difficult to make a living in the competitive, high-stakes 
world of LARPing, Patrick decided to go to law school and 
attended the University of Tulsa School of Law, where he 
got a legal specialization in watching baseball in his office.  
Upon graduation, he returned home to Amarillo to begin his 
legal career.

Patrick currently “practices” law at the firm of Brown 
& Fortunato, P.C.  His practice is focused on something to 
do with makeups: oils, gases, and minerals.  Apparently, 
he has opinions about them that clients pay for him to 
share. Recently, he obtained his Board Certification in 
Bossing Around Associates, the first person to obtain such 

a designation in Amarillo.  Like 
most people, he secretly wants 
to be a litigator.

Patrick and Mackenzie 
have been blessed with two 
wonderful children, Shelton and 
Zena. Thankfully, they take after 
Mackenzie. In his free time, 
Patrick enjoys spending quality time with his family and 
friends, LARPing, PokemonGo, Dungeons and Dragons, 
being a less athletic version of Matt Sherwood, golfing, 
skiing, bowling, and following his favorite sports teams, the 
Cubs, Cowboys, and Aggies.  Because his beloved Aggies 
are rarely competitive at anything remotely resembling a 
sport, Patrick claims the successes of the SEC conference 
as a whole.  Patrick is a great dad, an awesome friend, an 
atrocious golfer, a renowned dragon master, the third best 
bowler on his bowling team, a wearer of white belts, an 
award winning Daenerys Targaryen cosplayer, and one of 
the best PokemonGo players in the history of the “sport,” 
or so he says.

His heroes include Luke Skywalker, Pikachu, Johnny 
Manziel, Mike Trout, and prominent local attorneys, Ben Doyle 
and Joey Parsons. He credits Joey with teaching him everything 
he knows about fantasy football and baseball, and he hopes 
someday that Ben will teach him how to be a real lawyer.

Young LawYEr of thE Month:
Patrick wEir 

Patrick Weir

America’s Newest and Best 
Economy Extended Stay HotelsTM

AMARILLO, TX
(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124
amarillo@legacymgmt.org

LUBBOCK, TX
(806) 701-4196

6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

lubbock@legacymgmt.org

myplacehotels.com  •  855-200-5685  •  Each franchise is independently owned and operated.

IN BED
Breakfast TR

Y

F R I E N D
LY

PET

Bill
McCarty

Muff
London

Eddie
Scott

Meet our
owners!

Let us help you secure your 
documents and take control 
of your record management!

Certified • Secure • Convenient

We are serious about information security!

We offer
3 secure
services:

Record Storage with 
Delivery Service

Mobile Shredding at 
Your Location

Plant Shredding at 
DSS Facilities

24/7 CCTV
Surveillance Trained Staff

Visit us at www.docshredders.com or call us today at (806) 381-6611

Locked Bins
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THANKS TO OUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
AND NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I would like to take this opportunity to thank several people in my last 
“President’s Page” article.  First, I would like to thank the AABA officers 
for all of their time and effort this past bar year.  Chris Jensen served as 
our President-Elect, and he was responsible for bringing in a number of 
great speakers for our monthly meetings.  Brad Howard served as our Vice 
President, and he has planned and organized another great Spring Institute.  
Joby Mills served as our Secretary-Treasurer, and he has done a terrific 
job keeping up with our books and all of the minutes from our monthly 
executive committee meetings.  Finally, Dusty Stockard 
served as our Immediate Past-President and, despite 

popular belief, attended most of 
our meetings and helped guide 
many of our decisions. 

I would also like to thank 
our six directors:  Chris Stewart, 
Briar Wilcox, Rhett Hubbard, 
Christy Drake, Jennie Knapp, 
and Brian Farabough.  All of 
them regularly attended our 
meetings and participated in 
valuable ways.  Chris, Briar, and 
Rhett will all be stepping down 
at the end of this bar year, but 
Christy, Jennie, and Brian will 

continue on as directors for another bar year.  Also, 
Jennie will head up our next Trial Academy this fall, so 
please be on the lookout for more information to come 
from her and her committee.  

In addition to the folks mentioned above, I would like 
to thank Jonathan Sterling, Meg Morey, Shane Brooks, 
and Andrew Evans.  Jonathan did a great job in his first 
year as Editor of the AMA-LAW.  For many years, Meg 
has worked largely “behind the scenes” to organize 

and present relevant CLE opportunities for our 
members, and this past year was no exception.  Shane 
Brooks has done a great job as President of our young 
lawyers association, and he has been a valuable 
participant in our monthly executive committee 

AMA-LAW is published monthly 
from September through May by the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 
 Single Issue

Business Card $50
Quarter-Page $75
Half-Page $150
Full Page $300
Discounted rates are available for 

multiple issues.  Publication of an adver-
tisement does not imply endorsement of 
any product or service. AABA reserves 
the right to select and edit materials to be 
published. Advertisements are limited to 
those products and services that are 
substantially related to improving the 
legal profession and the legal community 
in the northernmost twenty-six counties 
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet 
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or 
director@amarillo-bar.org for more infor- 
mation about advertising in AMA-LAW. 

Contact Us
For more information about your 

local area bar association or for 
address changes, contact Janet  Byars, 
Executive Director, at: 
Amarillo Area Bar Association 
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615 
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amaril-
lo-bar.org for 
information and 
links to both 
local and
state-wide
legal resources.

For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson 
806.342.4700  •  301 South Polk Street

D ow n tow n  A m a r i l lo ’ s  O r i g i n a l  H i g h - R i s e 
FOR  OVER  90  YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  

images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library

FEDERAL CRIMINAL 
DEFENSE

Christy L. Drake
Attorney at Law

801 S. Fillmore, Suite 710
Amarillo, TX  79101

806.410.2030
Former Federal Prosecutor
chrisdrakelaw@gmail.com

AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your 
answer to jsterling@bf-law.com and you will 
win a rolling briefcase provided by the State 
Bar of Texas.

Question: When was the Potter County 
Courthouse listed on the National Register of 
Historical Places?

1-800-204-2222

meetings. Finally, Andrew has 
regularly attended and contributed 
to our monthly executive committee 
meetings on behalf of the AABF.  

Most especially, I want to 
personally thank our new Executive 
Director, Janet Byars.  As you 
all know, Janet followed in the 
footsteps of Jo Ann Holt, our first 
and only Executive Director who had 
passionately served our association 
for many years.  While the Executive 
Committee was very impressed 
with Janet’s application to become 
our second Executive Director, the 
“proof is always in the pudding.”   I 
can enthusiastically report to the 
association that Janet has exceeded 
expectations in every way possible.  
I want to publicly thank Janet for a 
“job well-done!” 

I hope to see you all at Spring 
Institute the first weekend of May.  I 
know that our association is in good 
hands with our new slate of officers 
and directors, and with Janet as our 
Executive Director!    

Janet Byars

Mark D. White is AAYLA’s Old Lawyer of the Year!  Please join 
us in honoring (and roasting) Mark on Thursday, May 11 at 11:45 at 
the Amarillo Club.  (Tickets are $25; kindly RSVP to kelly.montes@
sprouselaw.com)  Thank you to Mark for his lifelong dedication to 
mentoring the area’s young lawyers!



STWTFS

112 West 8th Ave., #615
Amarillo, Texas 79101

Return Service Requested

A Publication of the Amarillo Area Bar Association

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
Permit No. 195
Amarillo, Texas

M

A Publication of the Amarillo Area Bar Association

Volume 27
May 2013
No. 9amarillobar.org

CONTENTS
President’s Page2
Seventh Court of 
Appeals Update4
Young Lawyer
of the Month5
Legal Briefs6
Legal Yarns7

YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013

Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
Page 4

“
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S
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    I can enthusiastically report 

to the association that Janet 

has exceeded expectations in 

every way possible.  I want to 

publicly thank Janet for a “job 

well-done!””                 -Page 2

    Unlike E. F. Hutton, when 

judges speak, not everyone 

listens.  I guess that is why 

they have the power to hold 

people in contempt.”                   

                      -Page 4

Your Bar EvEnts - MaY 2017
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 Institute on Estate Planning
Fourteen of the Amarillo area’s most distinguished attorneys were recognized for 

their 50 years of practice at the Amarillo Area Bar Association Luncheon on April 13. 
Congratulations to these attorneys and thank you for your service! Photograph is by 
Nita Dyslin of Lovell, Lovell, Isern and Farabough.  

Back row: Dee Miller, Edward R. Scott, Jr., Donald E. Jackson, James A. Besselman,  
George Jennings, Jr., Selden Hale III, Don Patterson, Othniel Miller

Front row: Walter Wolfram, Otis C. Shearer, Wales Madden, Jr., S. Tom Morris, 
Arthur Carson Smith.  

James Doores also attended the Luncheon and is not pictured.

50 YEar LawYErs rEcognizEd


