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“

If you are looking for a

way in which to “give back”
to a Veteran, then I can
enthusiastically recommend

novEmBEr spEakEr:
DaviD isaak

the Texas Lawyers for Texas

”

Veterans program.
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“

Riddle me this Batman –

if an attorney who files an
Ander’s brief is supposed
to read the entire file to
determine if there is an
arguable issue, how can he
say that there is no arguable
issue if he doesn’t have the

”

entire file?
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David Isaak

David Isaak will be our speaker at
the November 10 luncheon. David was
a key member of the defense team that
secured a “not guilty” verdict for the well
site leader on the Deepwater Horizon.
Over the course of four years of litigation,
the trial court dismissed 11 manslaughter
charges and the government dismissed
11 more. After a two-week trial on the
remaining Clean Water Act charge, David’s client was acquitted after the jury
deliberated less than two hours. David
represents companies and individuals in
white-collar criminal defense, government investigations and high-stakes civil
litigation. He represents clients in investigations, trials and appeals involving in-

sider trading, tax fraud, securities fraud,
commodities manipulation, trademark
infringement, theft of trade secrets, environmental crimes and violations of the
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.
David received his undergraduate
degree from the University of North Dakota and a Masters Degree in English
from the University of Illinois at Urbana.
He graduated from the University of Texas Law School with highest honors and
served on the law review. David then
clerked at the Texas Supreme Court for
Thomas R. Phillips. David is currently a
partner with Smyser Kaplan & Veselka,
LLP, in Houston.
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Justice Brian Quinn

this year – Election Day. I strongly
encourage those of you who have
not already voted early to vote in the
election. In addition to the race for
the White House, there are a number
of important issues and a number of
candidates (including one of our past
presidents, Four Price) on the ballot
deserving of your consideration and
participation.

YOUNG LAWYER
OF THE MONTH
CLE SCHEDULE 2016-2017
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If you are looking for a way in which to “give back” to
a Veteran, then I can enthusiastically recommend the Texas
Lawyers for Texas Veterans program. The State Bar of Texas
launched this statewide program in 2010 to develop and
assist pro bono clinics across Texas for military Veterans
who cannot afford or do not have access to legal services
that they need. Bill Brian and his contact at the Veteran
Justice Outreach office have spearheaded the program
locally. Through their efforts, lawyers from our local bar
association have assisted Veterans through this program by
participating in the local Texas Lawyers for Texas Veterans
Wills Clinic program in 2011, 2012, 2015, and, most recently,
in September of 2016. While the clinic locally has primarily
been focused on estate planning needs, our local Veterans
have many other areas of need including family law and
landlord-tenant matters. The attorneys who participated
in the event this past September include: Bill Brian, Cole
Brown, John Brown, Susan Burnette, Chris Jones, Gerald
Morgan, Jr., Ginger Nelson, and Amy Shelhamer. Through
the local Wills Clinic in 2016, these attorneys were able to
assist 12 local Veterans with their estate planning and other
needs. These attorneys have earned our profound thanks
for their time and efforts. There will be another Wills Clinic
in the spring of 2017, and I strongly encourage all of our local
attorneys to consider assisting in this event in the future in
some capacity. If you are interested in participating, please
contact Bill Brian.
Whether you plan to participate in an upcoming Veterans
Wills Clinic or not, however, please take time to thank a
Veteran (or a member of a Veteran’s family) for their service to
our country this week. Quite frankly, it’s the least we can do.
And, yes, there is that “other” date in November
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LELAND W. WATERS
MEDIATOR
120 W. Kingmill, Suite 313
Post Office Box 1754
Pampa, Texas 79066-1754
Telephone: 806-669-5993
Facsimile 806-669-6890
leewaters@judgewaters.com
www.judgewaters.com
After 20 years’ service as District Judge,
and 15 years as a trial attorney,
Lee Waters is now available in the Amarillo area for
• Mediation and arbitration
• Case consulting
• Jury charge consulting

Call Me At

806-669-5993
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The Texas High School Mock Trial Competition program is looking for an
individual (or a group of individuals) in the legal field to help represent the area’s
high school mock trial program by working in conjunction with the State
Coordinator. It is recommended that the Coordinator(s) are organized and have
an interest
in the well-being
our students.contributor on April 5,
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7th Court of
appEaLs upDatE
By Chief Justice Brian Quinn

Riddle me this Batman – if an attorney who files
an Ander’s brief is supposed to read the entire file to
determine if there is an arguable issue, how can he say
that there is no arguable issue if he doesn’t have the
entire file? We ask this riddle more often than one would
think. The last time was in Helsley v. State, No. 07-1500350-CR, 2016 Tex. App. LEXIS 10149 (Tex. App.—
Amarillo September 14, 2016). And, the answer is – ya
can’t. Make sure you have the entire record before you
decide if an Ander’s brief should be filed. If you don’t,
then the appeal just may be abated for the appointment
of new counsel. And, for those who do no criminal or
termination appeals wherein counsel is appointed, an
Ander’s brief filed by an appointed counsel wherein he
says he read the record, found no arguable issues to
appeal, the appeal is meritless, and he wants out.

D ow n tow n A m a r i l lo ’ s O r i g i n a l H i g h - R i s e

F O R OV ER 90 YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.
Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and
law firms continue to make their mark.

For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson
806.342.4700 • 301 South Polk Street
images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library
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Remember the cop shows where they make a big
deal of reading the Miranda warnings to suspects?
Good drama, but that doesn’t always happen in real
life; nor does it have to. Only when the person is “in
custody” must he be afforded those warnings. In Okere
v. State, No. 07-16-00043-CR, 2016 Tex. App. LEXIS
7871 (Tex. App.—Amarillo July 25, 2016), the trial court
did not err in refusing to suppress a recording of the
defendant’s statement while being interviewed at the
police station without his attorney. Despite the absence
of Miranda warnings, the defendant was always free to
leave the facility and actually left when the interview
ended. So, he was not in custody, and his statement
could be used against him. Book ‘em Danno . . . .
Uno mas – and it harkens back to first year contracts
class. Remember being taught that the existence of an
enforceable contract is dependent upon a meeting of
the minds? That was the issue in Blevins v. Ali, No. 0715-00358-CV, 2016 Tex. App. LEXIS 10689 (Tex. App.—
Amarillo September 29, 2016). Blevins said the deal
involved the sale of over 8 acres of land, but Ali claimed
he was selling only 7 acres. In determining whether
their minds met, we looked at what the parties actually
said and did, not at what they may have subjectively
intended or wanted. And, here, the answer was made
easy since someone recorded on a cell phone the
conversation between the prospective buyer and seller
about what was being sold. Yep, it was only 7 acres,
so no meeting of the minds occurred, which meant that
Blevins had no claim for breach of contract.
Hasta luego!

FEDERAL CRIMINAL DEFENSE
Christy L. Drake

Attorney at Law
801 S. Fillmore, Suite 710
Amarillo, TX 79101
806.410.2030
Former Federal Prosecutor
chrisdrakelaw@gmail.com

aaYLa upDatE
By Shane Brooks

By the time this newsletter hits the
press, our New Lawyer Orientation on
Wednesday, October 19th will have
likely come and gone. In the event you
are seeing this in time, please join us
for a happy hour afterwards at 4pm at I
Don’t Know Sports Bar and Grill. If you
miss that one, you can make up for it
by attending our annual Swearing In
Ceremony and happy hour for the newly
licensed attorneys likely in the second
week of November. More details on that
coming soon.
On October 27th we are holding
a combined CLE and happy hour
sponsored by our friends from ABOTA
at the Amarillo National Bank Plaza II
2nd Floor Conference Room. It will be a
short 1 hour CLE with 0.5 hour of ethics
presented by ABOTA and a chance to
learn more about their organization. I’ve
seen the order for the food and drinks at

the happy hour, and ABOTA is treating
the young lawyers right! You don’t want
to miss this one. Contact Courtney
White at courtney.white@sprouselaw.
com to sign up.
In other news, we recently received
a $500 grant from TYLA to help fund
our new perfect attendance bicycle
award benefitting a local elementary
school. Each student that has perfect
attendance for a semester will be
entered into a drawing to win a free
bicycle and helmet. We will award one
bicycle and helmet for each grade
at the school. We will also distribute
TYLA’s Bicycle Safety information. If
you haven’t reviewed TYLA’s Bicycle
Safety handout, you should. It provides
safety tips for cyclists and for motorists
when interacting with cyclists. We hope
this project will engage students in a
positive way. Instead of being punished

America’s Newest and Best
Economy Extended Stay Hotels

for excessive absences, which may in
itself perpetuate the problem, we hope
that this project will help encourage
them to attend school. We also hope
that a few lucky students enjoy their
new bikes.
Reminder, if you have not yet filled
out an AAYLA membership application
for this bar year, contact Tyler Topper at
(806) 358-8116 or ttopper@bmwb-law.
com, and he will send you what you
need. Note there is a discount if you
are registered before November 15th! If
you have any questions or want to learn
more about AAYLA, please contact me
anytime at shane.brooks@sprouselaw.
com or 806.349.4717.

TM

TRY

Breakfast
IN BED

2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124

amarillo@legacymgmt.org

myplacehotels.com
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(806) 803-9501

T
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FR IEN

D

AMARILLO, TX

(806) 701-4196
6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

lubbock@legacymgmt.org

• 855-200-5685 •

Each franchise is independently owned and operated.
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At the request of some Association members, we will offer an
intense 2 day presentation of the
Advanced Civil Trial course. The
lectures will begin at 8:00, instead
of the usual 9:00 schedule, and
continue until 5:00 on November
16 and 17. If there is insufficient
time for a particular lecture, parand basketZambrano
ticipants can check Alfonso
out the
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ontinue “the
his abilitydrive
to and view it at their leisure.
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o completed
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$50 reading, and
$75
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stick-figure
ol activities, Quarter-Page
Half-Page
$150
drawing.
and was able Full
Page
$300
all game and
Discounted rates are available for
multiple issues. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement of
any product or service. AABA reserves
the right to select and edit materials to be
published. Advertisements are limited to
those products and services that are
substantially related to improving the
legal profession and the legal community
in the northernmost twenty-six counties
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or
director@amarillo-bar.org for more information about advertising in AMA-LAW.

Contact Us
For more information about your
local area bar association or for
address changes, contact Janet Byars,
Executive Director, at:
Amarillo Area Bar Association
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615
Amarillo, Texas 79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amarillo-bar.org for
information and
links to both
local and
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos
state-wide
Call Jeffrey Tidmore
806-372-9160
legal@ resources.

Downtown Amarillo’s

CTOB E R

2 012

Y

ou are cordially invited to join
The Amarillo Area Bar Association
for the annual

CHRISTMAS RECEPTION
Thursday, December 8, 2016
Heavy Hors d’oeuvres

6:00 - 8:00p.m.
HAPPY STATE BANK & TRUST COMPANY
701 S. Taylor (Bank Lobby)
Amarillo, Texas
806-373-2265
RSVP by December 8th to Kay Spiller at (806) 342-2448 or kspiller@happybank.com

Bring a small stuffed animal to be donated to the
Amarillo Fire and Police Departments and The Bridge.

AABA History Quiz
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your
answer to jsterling@bf-law.com and you will win a rolling briefcase provided
by the State Bar of Texas.
Question: Who was the Young Lawyer of
the Month in the January 2008 issue of the
AMA-LAW Newsletter?
October answer: Phil Johnson
October winner: LaChiquita McCray

1-800-204-2222
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