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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award. The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession. The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club. Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person. He will be missed.
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Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial. Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”        – Page 3
Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 

and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     
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    I hope, however, that you 

will endeavor not to let what 

on the surface appear to be 

the more mundane aspects of 

the Holiday Season steal your 

joy this year.  Don’t forget the 

“Reason for the Season!””           -Page 2

    I know its grim to tie the 

holidays to crime, so let’s just 

say this one was written for 

the Grinch among us.”    -Page 4
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AABA Bar Luncheon, 
Sunburst Room, 
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Christmas Reception 
Happy State Bank 
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

DEcEmBEr spEakEr:
ron krist

Ron Krist will speak at our luncheon 
on December 8.  Ron, a trial lawyer with 
53 years of experience, will present 
“Columbia, Challenger and Apollo: Les-
sons Learned in the Trenches.”  Ron will 
use his representation of the families of 
astronauts as a background for a dis-
cussion of how the practice of law has 
developed over the years.  Ron was in-
volved in litigation following the Space 
Shuttle Columbia disaster.  Ron also 
represented the surviving family mem-
bers of Space Shuttle Challenger astro-
nauts Ronald McNair, Gregory Jarvis, 
and Judy Resnik, who were killed when 
the shuttle exploded just after launch-
ing in January 1986 because of a faulty 
O-ring on a rocket booster. Ron also 
represented Betty Grissom, the widow 
of astronaut Virgil “Gus” Grissom, who 
was killed when the Apollo 1 command 
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module caught fire in a pre-launch test 
for the lunar mission at Cape Kennedy 
in Florida.

Ron has handled numerous types of 
serious personal injury matters over the 
years, including catastrophic aerospace 
accidents, maritime accidents, aviation 
accidents, trucking accidents, motor 
vehicle accidents, workplace accidents, 
and defective product injuries.  A native 
Texan, Ron received his bachelor’s de-
gree in business administration and law 
degree from the University of Texas at 
Austin.  He is board certified in personal 
injury trial law by the Texas Board of Le-
gal Specialization. Ron has written nu-
merous books and articles about various 
facets of the law, and received numer-
ous honors and awards, including being 
listed as one of the “Best Lawyers in 
America” since 1989, the No. 1 Person-
al Injury Trial Lawyer in Texas by Texas 
Lawyer Magazine, and one of the seven 
most successful lawyers in America by 
Forbes Magazine.

He is a fellow with the American Col-
lege of Trial Lawyers, former president of 
the International Academy of Trial Law-
yers, board member for the International 
Society of Barristers, board member for 
the National Institute for Trial Advoca-
cy, president of the Houston chapter of 
the American Board of Trial Advocates, 
and member of the Inner Circle of Advo-
cates, an invitation-only group limited to 
the 100 best plaintiff lawyers in the U.S.

David Isaak

CLE, Advanced Oil, 
Gas & Energy Law
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AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your 
answer to jsterling@bf-law.com and you will win a rolling briefcase provided 
by the State Bar of Texas.

Question: Name the 26 counties covered 
by the Amarillo Area Bar Association.

November answer: Jarrett Johnston
November winner: Minerva McLaughlin 

1-800-204-2222

The college football conference championship games are only days away; 
the debate over the best four teams to be included in the college football playoff 
is raging; the NFL playoff picture is crystallizing; and the new college basketball 
season is underway.  All of this can mean only one thing -- the Holiday Season 
is in full swing.  

I have no doubt that many if not all of us are preoccupied with purchasing 
gifts, making the next Christmas Party, finalizing plans for time to be spent with 
family, and getting our last bills of 2016 out the door so that we can (hopefully) 
pay for all of these things.  I hope, however, that you will endeavor not to let what 
on the surface appear to be the more mundane aspects of the Holiday Season 
steal your joy this year.  Don’t forget the “Reason for the Season!”

Although this message is oft-repeated at this time of the year by pastors, 
parents, and those in our lives who have more wisdom that we, take time to 
reflect during this Holiday Season not only on the year that 
has passed, but also on the blessings that we have in our 
lives.  In the busy season of life in which I currently am 
(husband, father to young children, son, friend, partner, and 
attorney), I have found that taking time to reflect on these 
things requires an intentional act on my part.  I am sure that 
many of you are in the same boat.   If so, carve out some time 
in the next couple of weeks to count your blessings.   Put it 
on your calendar.  You will be glad that you did.   Once you 
do, you will be compelled to give thanks to those who have 
blessed your life.  

One of my predecessors, Tim Newsom (who consistently 
wrote tremendous President Page articles), wrote an AMA-
LAW article entitled “Even the Lone Ranger had Tonto.”  In 
that article Tim focused on thanking your team – those around 
you who make it possible for all of you to do your job.   Take 
time this Holiday Season to thank them – genuinely.  You 
would not be where you are or who you are without them.  
You don’t have to buy them a gift card or sponsor an office 
party.  A hand-written note will do, and probably would be 
more meaningful. 

Take time off to shop for Christmas gifts.  Take enough 
time to be able to really think about the person for whom you 
are purchasing a gift.  Your time and thought will be evident 
to and appreciated by the recipient.  

And, take time to “give back” to our community.   If you 
are at a loss as to how to do this, the AABA can help.  Happy 

CLE SCHEDULE 2016-2017
Dec 8-9 $300

Advanced Oil, Gas & Energy Law
13.5 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS

Sprouse Shrader Smith
Jan 18-19-20 $400 
Advanced Estate Planning & Probate 

21+ CLE HRS 3.25 HRS ETHICS
Happy State Bank,

Basement Training Room
Feb 24 $225

Building Blocks of Wills,
Estates & Probate

6.75 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

AMA-LAW is published monthly 
from September through May by the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 
 Single Issue

Business Card $50
Quarter-Page $75
Half-Page $150
Full Page $300
Discounted rates are available for 

multiple issues.  Publication of an adver-
tisement does not imply endorsement of 
any product or service. AABA reserves 
the right to select and edit materials to be 
published. Advertisements are limited to 
those products and services that are 
substantially related to improving the 
legal profession and the legal community 
in the northernmost twenty-six counties 
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet 
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or 
director@amarillo-bar.org for more infor- 
mation about advertising in AMA-LAW. 

Contact Us
For more information about your 

local area bar association or for 
address changes, contact Janet  Byars, 
Executive Director, at: 
Amarillo Area Bar Association 
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615 
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amaril-
lo-bar.org for 
information and 
links to both 
local and
state-wide
legal resources.
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7TH COURT OF
APPEALS UPDATE

by Justice Brian Quinn

Where to sue . . . of course, there is
always the option of following the venue
statutes.  But, forum selection clauses can
also dictate the location.  And, whether the
trial court properly enforced the clause is a
matter that can be reviewed through a peti-
tion for a writ of mandamus.  Remember
though that the forum selection clause is
contractual.  So, the dispute must fall with-
in the scope of its terms.  Because the con-
troversy in In re Ruby Tequila’s Amarillo
West, LLC, No. 07-11-0494-CV, 2012
Tex. App. Lexis 1320 (Tex.  App.--Amarillo
February 17, 2012) did not, we denied
mandamus relief.

There is always a way to get around
an obstacle if you keep trying.   That proved
true in Hutcherson v. State, No. 07-11-

0127-CR, 2012 Tex. App. Lexis 5042
(Tex. App.--Amarillo June 25, 2012).  The
Confrontation Clause of the U.S.
Constitution prohibits one person from
proffering into evidence opinions con-
tained in a report developed by someone
else. Melendez-Diaz v. Massachusetts,
557U.S. 305, 129 S.Ct. 2527, 174
L.Ed.2d 314 (2009). Yet, it does not bar an
expert, such as a medical examiner, from
voicing his own opinions about a matter
even though they are based upon a report
drafted by a third-party.  This is so because
the testifying expert (who can be subjected
to cross-examination) may rely on inad-
missible hearsay in developing his own
opinions.  And, as long as he does not

mention the report, the restrictions posed by
the Confrontation Clause are avoided.   

Whether good or bad, some interest-
ing legal issues arise from developing tech-
nology.  The one addressed in State v.
Granville, No. 07-11-0415-CR, 2012 Tex.
App. Lexis 5544 (Tex. App.—Amarillo July
22, 2012) concerned whether the police can
retrieve a cell phone that was inventoried as
part of the process of being jailed, turn it on,
and search its electronically stored contents
without a warrant or the presence of exigent
circumstances.  We said no, despite the exis-
tence of federal court authority holding that
such a search can occur “incident to arrest,”
that is, within a brief period after arrest.
Expect the Court of Criminal Appeals to
voice its opinion on the matter.   

Justice Brian Quinn

YOUNG LAWYER
OF THE MONTH

Alfonso was born and raised in
Hereford, Texas, the beef capital of the
world.  After graduating from Hereford
High School in 2002, he attended
Angelo State University.  Alfonso ma-
jored in Art his first semester of college,
but after quickly realizing that being
able to draw quality stick figures did not
make him an artist, per se, he changed
his major to Business.  After earning his
B.B.A. in Marketing, Alfonso contin-
ued his collegiate career and enrolled in
the Rawls College of Business at Texas
Tech University.  

During his pursuit of an M.B.A.,
Alfonso became an avid Red Raider and

closely followed the football and basket-
ball teams.  Wanting to continue “the
college life” and maintain his ability to
get into football and basketball games
for free as a student, Alfonso completed
his M.B.A. and enrolled in the Texas
Tech School of Law in 2007.  Just before
starting law school, he met his wife-to-
be, Britny.  

In law school, Alfonso participated
in mock trial, moot court and was a
member of the Board of Barristers and
Civil Practice Clinic.  Although in-
volved in various law school activities,
he maintained his priorities and was able
to attend every home football game and

numerous basketball games.  After re-
ceiving his J.D. in 2010, Alfonso and
Britny were married and moved to
Amarillo where he began working at
Brown & Fortunato, P.C.  When he is
not engrossed in Texas Tech football,
Alfonso enjoys running, reading, and
partaking in the occasional stick-figure
drawing.

Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

Alfonso Zambrano

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

LELAND W. WATERS
MEDIATOR

120 W. Kingmill, Suite 313
Post Office Box 1754

Pampa, Texas 79066-1754
Telephone: 806-669-5993

Facsimile 806-669-6890
leewaters@judgewaters.com

www.judgewaters.com

After 20 years’ service as District Judge,
and 15 years as a trial attorney,

Lee Waters is now available in the Amarillo area for
• Mediation and arbitration
• Case consulting
• Jury charge consulting

Board Certified, Civil Trial Law, Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Call Me At

806-669-5993

State Bank is once again hosting our 
annual AABA Christmas Reception on 
December 8, 2016, in the Happy State 
Bank lobby from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m.  Please bring a stuffed animal 
to the Christmas Reception for the 
benefit of the Amarillo Fire and Police 
Departments as well as The Bridge.  
It will be a fun event and the stuffed 
animals will bring some Christmas joy 
to many children in our area.   

Merry Christmas and Happy 
Holidays!!  

ABBA
Amarillo Bankrupcy Bar Association

N E W S   R E L E A S E

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE [November 2, 2016]
Contact: Roger Cox
 Direct Dial: 806-242-9651
 roger.cox@uwlaw.com 

JUDGE JONES TO SPEAK AT AMARILLO BANKRUPTCY BAR 
MEETING

Judge Robert L. Jones is the featured speaker at the first meeting 
of the Amarillo Bankruptcy Bar Association, scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 13 at 11:45 a.m. at the Amarillo Club’s Empire Room.  Judge 
Jones has served as the United States Bankruptcy Judge, Northern 
District of Texas, since 2000.  Judge Jones is scheduled to speak about 
recent cases of interest in the Fifth Circuit and Supreme Court, and he 
will also provide his annual “State of the Court Report.” The program 
is approved for .75 hours of MCLE credit, including .25 hours of ethics 
credit. Bankruptcy specialization credit approval is pending.

The Amarillo Bankruptcy Bar Association is newly organized and 
plans quarterly meetings providing MCLE (and where appropriate, 
specialization) credit.   Although voting membership will initially be 
limited to lawyers, the group is open to all persons who work in the 
areas of bankruptcy law and the debtor-creditor relationship.  

To minimize the luncheon cost (which is being partially underwritten 
by the Association), those interested in attending the December lunch 
meeting should RSVP to Eleisa Munoz (eleisa.munoz@uwlaw.com or 
806-379-0382) by December 9.  Attendee cost will be $16.00, payable 
at the door.   For more information about the Amarillo Bankruptcy Bar 
Association, contact Roger Cox at 806-242-9651 or roger.cox@uwlaw.
com. 
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young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

Fishbowl Drawing:
$25........................................................Rick Russwurm
$50...............................................Matthew Bartosiewicz
$75................................................................Josh Flores

None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 
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10th and Harrison
Ideally suited for solo practitioner

or small firm.
Optional phone, receptionist, internet, 

and conference facilities available.
Abundant parking.

Call Jeremi Young
at 806-331-1800

Downtown Office 
Space For Lease

Office share available at 
ANB Plaza Two.

Large office, adjacent secretarial 
office, storage area, two conference 

rooms, large client reception area and 
other amenities available to share.

Suite 510, ANB Plaza II 
with Richard Hanna, Tom Boyd

and Mike Lynch.

Call Richard Hanna at (806) 379-6683 
with questions or for appointment to

see (civil practice please)

Kirk Crutcher
Attorney-Mediator

P.O. Box 50787 
Amarillo, TX 79159
806.584.4468
Kirk@CrutcherMediation.com

“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 

Cristal Robinson, MBA 
www.CristalRobinson.com 

 

 

 

1800 S. Washington, Suite 105 
Amarillo, Texas 79102 

 

806-373-5694 

Bankruptcy 
Business 
Taxation 

The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

Most people start off their “Young Lawyer of the 
Month” article with where they are from.  However, 
Chase Hales is not “most people.”  Instead, he is going 
to tell you where you are.  If you are reading this, you 
are probably in Amarillo, Texas.  More specifically, 
you are probably at your desk in Amarillo skimming 
through AMA-Law.  If that’s where you are, you’re 
probably amazed at his magic powers right now.  You 
are probably listing him alongside the great Davids of 
magic: Blaine and Copperfield.  Calm down. It’s not 
magic; he is just playing the odds.  

His given name is Chase Hales, but most 
adversaries and clients know him as the Texas 
Tomahawk (or the “JP Juggernaut” if the matter in 
dispute is $10,000 or less). If you are wondering if Texas 
Tomahawk is politically correct, stop. As a lawyer, you 
should be wondering if it is technically correct. It is. 
A tomahawk is a battle implement used to hack and 

chop away at the enemy.  In Chase’s world injustice is 
the enemy, and the Texas Tomahawk hacks and chops 
away at injustice… one client at a time.  

Chase has worked as an attorney for four years 
in Amarillo.  Every so often he seems to move firms.  
He started at Irwin, Merritt, Hogue, Price, and Carthel 
(“IMHP&C”).  He then moved over to Sprouse Shrader 
Smith via a merger with IMHP&C.  He later left the 
Sprouse law firm to go out on his own.  After a few 
months, he realized that really missed two things: (1) 
getting to mentor Alex Yarbrough; and (2) that feeling 
coming to the office and walking by Shane Brooks 
thinking “well, I am taller than someone.”  With that 
in mind, he convinced the powers at Sprouse that I 
was just on an extended summer vacation. To which, 
they responded “We didn’t realize you were even gone. 
What’s your… who are you again? Whatever. Welcome 
back… you.” Now the world is right, as he is back 
to mentoring Alex, just being taller than Shane, and 
people asking he whether he is lost and who he has 
come to see as he walks the Sprouse Cube.       

If he had not been urged to lead with humor, the 
family section would have come first.  He is most 
proud of his family.  Chase is blessed with an extremely 
brilliant and beautiful wife, Reagan.  They have three 
bright children.  In addition, they recently added 
standard poodle puppy to the family. 

Right behind the family section would have come 
the bio.  Chase turns 40 this December.  He was born 
in Durham, North Carolina and he grew up in Marietta, 
Georgia.  He is a veteran of the United States Army, 
where he served as an Infantry Officer. If given the 
opportunity to recommend a book, he will definitely 
recommend “Extreme Ownership: How U.S. Navy 
SEALs Lead and Win” by Jocko Willink and Leif Babin. 
In addition, he has been known to mishandle a guitar 
and write some songs from time to time. Chase also 
likes to bake cakes for his family on birthdays because 
the process allows him to express his creative side, 
and because he really likes cake. Finally, it should 
be noted that he was second runner-up for “most 
witty” in his high school senior superlatives and that 
he believes that his coaching prowess in powder puff 
football should be enough to get him a side gig on the 
defensive staff of Texas Tech’s football team.  

Young LawYEr of thE month:
chasE haLEs 

Chase Hales

America’s Newest and Best 
Economy Extended Stay HotelsTM

AMARILLO, TX
(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124
amarillo@legacymgmt.org

LUBBOCK, TX
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Lubbock, TX 79424

lubbock@legacymgmt.org
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For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson 
806.342.4700  •  301 South Polk Street

D ow n tow n  A m a r i l lo ’ s  O r i g i n a l  H i g h - R i s e 
FOR  OVER  90  YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  

images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library

aaYLa upDatE
By Shane Brooks

This past month we had our New 
Lawyer Orientation and happy hour to 
give the new blood in town a chance 
to learn the ropes and meet some local 
lawyers, judges and court personnel. 
The happy hour at IDK was one of the 
most well attended we’ve had to date. 
We also held our annual Swearing In 
Ceremony at the Court of Appeals 
followed by a happy hour at the Amarillo 
Club. 13 new lawyers were sworn in 
and the ceremony and happy hour were 
packed. Congrats again to all the new 
lawyers. Further, many of us attended 
the ABOTA sponsored CLE and happy 
hour and learned a lot about their 
organization and enjoyed some great 
CLE. If you didn’t make any of these, 

The holiday season is upon us.  During that time, 
many over indulge in too much “cheer” and end up 
testing the boundaries of our criminal laws.  They should 
remember that voluntary intoxication is not a defense 
to the commission of a crime.  And, in Ham v. State, 
No. 07-15-00329-CR, 2016 Tex. App. LEXIS 7732 (Tex. 
App.—Amarillo July 20, 2016), we held that it does not 
even constitute evidence tending to negate the mens 
rea of intentional or knowing.  So, Ham, who was being 
tried for murder for shooting someone in the head, was 
not entitled to a jury instruction on the lesser-included 
offense of manslaughter simply because he was drunk 
when he pulled the trigger.  Okay . . . I know its grim to 
tie the holidays to crime, so let’s just say this one was 
written for the Grinch among us.

Let’s talk duress . . . no, not the kind that you feel 
because you are working too hard to pay for Christmas 
presents.  I’m talking about contractual duress where 
one agrees to something in response to a threat that 
destroys the promisor’s free agency.  In Park Plaza 
Solo. LLC. v. Benchmark-Hereford, Inc., No. 07-16-
00004-CV, 2016 Tex. App. LEXIS 11487 (Tex. App.—
Amarillo October 24, 2016), the tenant said that he 
was forced to pay a portion of the utilities because the 
landlord threatened him with eviction.  Well, the tenant 
had agreed to pay utilities when he originally signed the 
lease, and the record contained no evidence indicating 
that he made that promise under any unlawful threat.  
So, giving in to a threat to enforce a prior promise alone 
was not evidence of duress.   On a different matter 
raised in Park . . . a litigant normally has the obligation 
to object at trial to a defective question in a jury charge.  
But, the failure to do so does not bar the party from 
asserting in a post judgment motion that the question 
was immaterial and the answer should be ignored.  

Let’s end with a case on modifying a property 
division in a final divorce decree.  The lessons come 
from Parrish v. Dunahoo, No. 07-15-00029-CV, 2016 
Tex. App. LEXIS 11231 (Tex. App.—Amarillo October 
14, 2016).  First lesson. . . if the decree incorporates a 
division to which the parties agreed, then it is contractual 
and subject to interpretation under the same rules 
applicable to interpreting a contract.  Second lesson 
. . .  while the trial court retains jurisdiction to clarify 
and enforce the division to which the parties agreed, it 
cannot change it once the decree is final.  In Parrish, 
we concluded that the trial court improperly modified 
the divorce decree.  This was so because the parties 
originally agreed that Parrish would pay a portion of his 
military retirement to Dunahoo until the death of either 
party or for 13 years and 4 months, whichever event 
occurred first.  In purporting to clarify the obligation, the 
trial court dropped reference to 13 years and 4 months.  
That, it could not do.  I guess in a way, Parrish got 
a Christmas present once the 13 years and 4 months 
lapsed and could keep all his retirement.

With all sincerity . . . I do wish you a great Christmas 
and New Year, and remember it’s not about presents.

you certainly missed out. A big thank 
you to ABOTA for their hospitality and to 
those who helped make all these events 
a success.

In other news, several of our young 
lawyers have volunteered to participate 
and assist Legal Aid with their clinics 
recently. This is something the young 
lawyers enjoy helping with and are 
proud to be a part of. In this regard, 
Legal Aid invited us to attend a luncheon 
where we and others were recognized 
for our service. We are very thankful for 
the service Legal Aid provides to our 
community and were honored to be 
recognized at that event. If you want 
to learn more about what Legal Aid 
does, please contact them to find out 

more and get involved. It is a rewarding 
experience you won’t regret.

As for upcoming events, the 
Amarillo Area Women’s Bar Association 
and AAYLA are co-sponsoring a holiday 
happy hour on December 15th at 5pm 
upstairs at Crush for any and all lawyers 
to attend and give a toast to the season 
and spread some holiday cheer. Make 
plans now to attend. If you have any 
questions or want to learn more about 
AAYLA, please contact me anytime 
at shane.brooks@sprouselaw.com or 
806.349.4717. Happy Holidays!

NALS of Amarillo, P.O. Box 1044, Amarillo, TX 79105 

2017 Red Book Legal Directory is Underway! 

If you are an attorney in our area, you will want to be included 
in the 2017 Red Book Legal Directory, which will be 
published in the Spring of 2017.  You may update your current 
listing or add a new listing by visiting our website at 
www.nalsamarillo.com.  Please make sure your listing is 
accurate.  As always, listings are free. 

NALS of Amarillo is the local chapter affiliated with NALS – 
the association for legal professionals.  Members include legal 
secretaries, legal assistants and paralegals.  Membership is open 
to all persons engaged in work of a legal nature and who agree 
to comply with the NALS Code of Ethics and Professional 
Responsibility.  For membership information, please contact 
Clara Carpenter at nalsofamarillotexas@gmail.com.
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FEDERAL CRIMINAL DEFENSE
Christy L. Drake

Attorney at Law
801 S. Fillmore, Suite 710

Amarillo, TX  79101
806.410.2030

Former Federal Prosecutor
chrisdrakelaw@gmail.com

Thirteen new attorneys were sworn in on November 14, 
2016. Congratulations to everyone who passed the bar!
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young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

Fishbowl Drawing:
$25........................................................Rick Russwurm
$50...............................................Matthew Bartosiewicz
$75................................................................Josh Flores

None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 

Fishbowl Drawing
     $25       Joel Kaplan   not present
     $50       Alison Sanders   present           
     $100     Pace Rawlins    not present

legal bRiefs

10th and Harrison
Ideally suited for solo practitioner

or small firm.
Optional phone, receptionist, internet, 

and conference facilities available.
Abundant parking.

Call Jeremi Young
at 806-331-1800

Downtown Office 
Space For Lease

Office share available at 
ANB Plaza Two.

Large office, adjacent secretarial 
office, storage area, two conference 

rooms, large client reception area and 
other amenities available to share.

Suite 510, ANB Plaza II 
with Richard Hanna, Tom Boyd

and Mike Lynch.

Call Richard Hanna at (806) 379-6683 
with questions or for appointment to

see (civil practice please)

Kirk Crutcher
Attorney-Mediator

P.O. Box 50787 
Amarillo, TX 79159
806.584.4468
Kirk@CrutcherMediation.com

“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 

Cristal Robinson, MBA 
www.CristalRobinson.com 

 

 

 

1800 S. Washington, Suite 105 
Amarillo, Texas 79102 

 

806-373-5694 

Bankruptcy 
Business 
Taxation 

The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

Most people start off their “Young Lawyer of the 
Month” article with where they are from.  However, 
Chase Hales is not “most people.”  Instead, he is going 
to tell you where you are.  If you are reading this, you 
are probably in Amarillo, Texas.  More specifically, 
you are probably at your desk in Amarillo skimming 
through AMA-Law.  If that’s where you are, you’re 
probably amazed at his magic powers right now.  You 
are probably listing him alongside the great Davids of 
magic: Blaine and Copperfield.  Calm down. It’s not 
magic; he is just playing the odds.  

His given name is Chase Hales, but most 
adversaries and clients know him as the Texas 
Tomahawk (or the “JP Juggernaut” if the matter in 
dispute is $10,000 or less). If you are wondering if Texas 
Tomahawk is politically correct, stop. As a lawyer, you 
should be wondering if it is technically correct. It is. 
A tomahawk is a battle implement used to hack and 

chop away at the enemy.  In Chase’s world injustice is 
the enemy, and the Texas Tomahawk hacks and chops 
away at injustice… one client at a time.  

Chase has worked as an attorney for four years 
in Amarillo.  Every so often he seems to move firms.  
He started at Irwin, Merritt, Hogue, Price, and Carthel 
(“IMHP&C”).  He then moved over to Sprouse Shrader 
Smith via a merger with IMHP&C.  He later left the 
Sprouse law firm to go out on his own.  After a few 
months, he realized that really missed two things: (1) 
getting to mentor Alex Yarbrough; and (2) that feeling 
coming to the office and walking by Shane Brooks 
thinking “well, I am taller than someone.”  With that 
in mind, he convinced the powers at Sprouse that I 
was just on an extended summer vacation. To which, 
they responded “We didn’t realize you were even gone. 
What’s your… who are you again? Whatever. Welcome 
back… you.” Now the world is right, as he is back 
to mentoring Alex, just being taller than Shane, and 
people asking he whether he is lost and who he has 
come to see as he walks the Sprouse Cube.       

If he had not been urged to lead with humor, the 
family section would have come first.  He is most 
proud of his family.  Chase is blessed with an extremely 
brilliant and beautiful wife, Reagan.  They have three 
bright children.  In addition, they recently added 
standard poodle puppy to the family. 

Right behind the family section would have come 
the bio.  Chase turns 40 this December.  He was born 
in Durham, North Carolina and he grew up in Marietta, 
Georgia.  He is a veteran of the United States Army, 
where he served as an Infantry Officer. If given the 
opportunity to recommend a book, he will definitely 
recommend “Extreme Ownership: How U.S. Navy 
SEALs Lead and Win” by Jocko Willink and Leif Babin. 
In addition, he has been known to mishandle a guitar 
and write some songs from time to time. Chase also 
likes to bake cakes for his family on birthdays because 
the process allows him to express his creative side, 
and because he really likes cake. Finally, it should 
be noted that he was second runner-up for “most 
witty” in his high school senior superlatives and that 
he believes that his coaching prowess in powder puff 
football should be enough to get him a side gig on the 
defensive staff of Texas Tech’s football team.  

Young LawYEr of thE month:
chasE haLEs 

Chase Hales

America’s Newest and Best 
Economy Extended Stay HotelsTM

AMARILLO, TX
(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124
amarillo@legacymgmt.org

LUBBOCK, TX
(806) 701-4196

6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

lubbock@legacymgmt.org

myplacehotels.com  •  855-200-5685  •  Each franchise is independently owned and operated.
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AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your 
answer to jsterling@bf-law.com and you will win a rolling briefcase provided 
by the State Bar of Texas.

Question: Name the 26 counties covered 
by the Amarillo Area Bar Association.

November answer: Jarrett Johnston
November winner: Minerva McLaughlin 

1-800-204-2222

The college football conference championship games are only days away; 
the debate over the best four teams to be included in the college football playoff 
is raging; the NFL playoff picture is crystallizing; and the new college basketball 
season is underway.  All of this can mean only one thing -- the Holiday Season 
is in full swing.  

I have no doubt that many if not all of us are preoccupied with purchasing 
gifts, making the next Christmas Party, finalizing plans for time to be spent with 
family, and getting our last bills of 2016 out the door so that we can (hopefully) 
pay for all of these things.  I hope, however, that you will endeavor not to let what 
on the surface appear to be the more mundane aspects of the Holiday Season 
steal your joy this year.  Don’t forget the “Reason for the Season!”

Although this message is oft-repeated at this time of the year by pastors, 
parents, and those in our lives who have more wisdom that we, take time to 
reflect during this Holiday Season not only on the year that 
has passed, but also on the blessings that we have in our 
lives.  In the busy season of life in which I currently am 
(husband, father to young children, son, friend, partner, and 
attorney), I have found that taking time to reflect on these 
things requires an intentional act on my part.  I am sure that 
many of you are in the same boat.   If so, carve out some time 
in the next couple of weeks to count your blessings.   Put it 
on your calendar.  You will be glad that you did.   Once you 
do, you will be compelled to give thanks to those who have 
blessed your life.  

One of my predecessors, Tim Newsom (who consistently 
wrote tremendous President Page articles), wrote an AMA-
LAW article entitled “Even the Lone Ranger had Tonto.”  In 
that article Tim focused on thanking your team – those around 
you who make it possible for all of you to do your job.   Take 
time this Holiday Season to thank them – genuinely.  You 
would not be where you are or who you are without them.  
You don’t have to buy them a gift card or sponsor an office 
party.  A hand-written note will do, and probably would be 
more meaningful. 

Take time off to shop for Christmas gifts.  Take enough 
time to be able to really think about the person for whom you 
are purchasing a gift.  Your time and thought will be evident 
to and appreciated by the recipient.  

And, take time to “give back” to our community.   If you 
are at a loss as to how to do this, the AABA can help.  Happy 

CLE SCHEDULE 2016-2017
Dec 8-9 $300

Advanced Oil, Gas & Energy Law
13.5 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS

Sprouse Shrader Smith
Jan 18-19-20 $400 
Advanced Estate Planning & Probate 

21+ CLE HRS 3.25 HRS ETHICS
Happy State Bank,

Basement Training Room
Feb 24 $225

Building Blocks of Wills,
Estates & Probate

6.75 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

AMA-LAW is published monthly 
from September through May by the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 
 Single Issue

Business Card $50
Quarter-Page $75
Half-Page $150
Full Page $300
Discounted rates are available for 

multiple issues.  Publication of an adver-
tisement does not imply endorsement of 
any product or service. AABA reserves 
the right to select and edit materials to be 
published. Advertisements are limited to 
those products and services that are 
substantially related to improving the 
legal profession and the legal community 
in the northernmost twenty-six counties 
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet 
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or 
director@amarillo-bar.org for more infor- 
mation about advertising in AMA-LAW. 

Contact Us
For more information about your 

local area bar association or for 
address changes, contact Janet  Byars, 
Executive Director, at: 
Amarillo Area Bar Association 
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615 
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amaril-
lo-bar.org for 
information and 
links to both 
local and
state-wide
legal resources.
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7TH COURT OF
APPEALS UPDATE

by Justice Brian Quinn

Where to sue . . . of course, there is
always the option of following the venue
statutes.  But, forum selection clauses can
also dictate the location.  And, whether the
trial court properly enforced the clause is a
matter that can be reviewed through a peti-
tion for a writ of mandamus.  Remember
though that the forum selection clause is
contractual.  So, the dispute must fall with-
in the scope of its terms.  Because the con-
troversy in In re Ruby Tequila’s Amarillo
West, LLC, No. 07-11-0494-CV, 2012
Tex. App. Lexis 1320 (Tex.  App.--Amarillo
February 17, 2012) did not, we denied
mandamus relief.

There is always a way to get around
an obstacle if you keep trying.   That proved
true in Hutcherson v. State, No. 07-11-

0127-CR, 2012 Tex. App. Lexis 5042
(Tex. App.--Amarillo June 25, 2012).  The
Confrontation Clause of the U.S.
Constitution prohibits one person from
proffering into evidence opinions con-
tained in a report developed by someone
else. Melendez-Diaz v. Massachusetts,
557U.S. 305, 129 S.Ct. 2527, 174
L.Ed.2d 314 (2009). Yet, it does not bar an
expert, such as a medical examiner, from
voicing his own opinions about a matter
even though they are based upon a report
drafted by a third-party.  This is so because
the testifying expert (who can be subjected
to cross-examination) may rely on inad-
missible hearsay in developing his own
opinions.  And, as long as he does not

mention the report, the restrictions posed by
the Confrontation Clause are avoided.   

Whether good or bad, some interest-
ing legal issues arise from developing tech-
nology.  The one addressed in State v.
Granville, No. 07-11-0415-CR, 2012 Tex.
App. Lexis 5544 (Tex. App.—Amarillo July
22, 2012) concerned whether the police can
retrieve a cell phone that was inventoried as
part of the process of being jailed, turn it on,
and search its electronically stored contents
without a warrant or the presence of exigent
circumstances.  We said no, despite the exis-
tence of federal court authority holding that
such a search can occur “incident to arrest,”
that is, within a brief period after arrest.
Expect the Court of Criminal Appeals to
voice its opinion on the matter.   

Justice Brian Quinn

YOUNG LAWYER
OF THE MONTH

Alfonso was born and raised in
Hereford, Texas, the beef capital of the
world.  After graduating from Hereford
High School in 2002, he attended
Angelo State University.  Alfonso ma-
jored in Art his first semester of college,
but after quickly realizing that being
able to draw quality stick figures did not
make him an artist, per se, he changed
his major to Business.  After earning his
B.B.A. in Marketing, Alfonso contin-
ued his collegiate career and enrolled in
the Rawls College of Business at Texas
Tech University.  

During his pursuit of an M.B.A.,
Alfonso became an avid Red Raider and

closely followed the football and basket-
ball teams.  Wanting to continue “the
college life” and maintain his ability to
get into football and basketball games
for free as a student, Alfonso completed
his M.B.A. and enrolled in the Texas
Tech School of Law in 2007.  Just before
starting law school, he met his wife-to-
be, Britny.  

In law school, Alfonso participated
in mock trial, moot court and was a
member of the Board of Barristers and
Civil Practice Clinic.  Although in-
volved in various law school activities,
he maintained his priorities and was able
to attend every home football game and

numerous basketball games.  After re-
ceiving his J.D. in 2010, Alfonso and
Britny were married and moved to
Amarillo where he began working at
Brown & Fortunato, P.C.  When he is
not engrossed in Texas Tech football,
Alfonso enjoys running, reading, and
partaking in the occasional stick-figure
drawing.

Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

Alfonso Zambrano

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

LELAND W. WATERS
MEDIATOR

120 W. Kingmill, Suite 313
Post Office Box 1754

Pampa, Texas 79066-1754
Telephone: 806-669-5993

Facsimile 806-669-6890
leewaters@judgewaters.com

www.judgewaters.com

After 20 years’ service as District Judge,
and 15 years as a trial attorney,

Lee Waters is now available in the Amarillo area for
• Mediation and arbitration
• Case consulting
• Jury charge consulting

Board Certified, Civil Trial Law, Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Call Me At

806-669-5993

State Bank is once again hosting our 
annual AABA Christmas Reception on 
December 8, 2016, in the Happy State 
Bank lobby from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m.  Please bring a stuffed animal 
to the Christmas Reception for the 
benefit of the Amarillo Fire and Police 
Departments as well as The Bridge.  
It will be a fun event and the stuffed 
animals will bring some Christmas joy 
to many children in our area.   

Merry Christmas and Happy 
Holidays!!  

ABBA
Amarillo Bankrupcy Bar Association

N E W S   R E L E A S E

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE [November 2, 2016]
Contact: Roger Cox
 Direct Dial: 806-242-9651
 roger.cox@uwlaw.com 

JUDGE JONES TO SPEAK AT AMARILLO BANKRUPTCY BAR 
MEETING

Judge Robert L. Jones is the featured speaker at the first meeting 
of the Amarillo Bankruptcy Bar Association, scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 13 at 11:45 a.m. at the Amarillo Club’s Empire Room.  Judge 
Jones has served as the United States Bankruptcy Judge, Northern 
District of Texas, since 2000.  Judge Jones is scheduled to speak about 
recent cases of interest in the Fifth Circuit and Supreme Court, and he 
will also provide his annual “State of the Court Report.” The program 
is approved for .75 hours of MCLE credit, including .25 hours of ethics 
credit. Bankruptcy specialization credit approval is pending.

The Amarillo Bankruptcy Bar Association is newly organized and 
plans quarterly meetings providing MCLE (and where appropriate, 
specialization) credit.   Although voting membership will initially be 
limited to lawyers, the group is open to all persons who work in the 
areas of bankruptcy law and the debtor-creditor relationship.  

To minimize the luncheon cost (which is being partially underwritten 
by the Association), those interested in attending the December lunch 
meeting should RSVP to Eleisa Munoz (eleisa.munoz@uwlaw.com or 
806-379-0382) by December 9.  Attendee cost will be $16.00, payable 
at the door.   For more information about the Amarillo Bankruptcy Bar 
Association, contact Roger Cox at 806-242-9651 or roger.cox@uwlaw.
com. 
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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award. The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession. The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club. Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person. He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial. Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
Page 4

“
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50 YEARLAWYERS

“ Back Row:Jon Oden, Ben Sturgeon, Walter Wolfram, Don Patterson, Don Jackson, Richard Brainerd
Middle Row: Robert Sanders, Jerry Johnson, Alan Adkins, James Dorres, George Jennings, Jr., Don
Dean, Tom Morris, Dee Miller, Oth Miller
Front Row: Judge Nobles, Justice Boyd, Speaker Broadus Spivey, Bob Templeton, Bob Smith
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”        – Page 3
Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 

and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     
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    I hope, however, that you 

will endeavor not to let what 

on the surface appear to be 

the more mundane aspects of 

the Holiday Season steal your 

joy this year.  Don’t forget the 

“Reason for the Season!””           -Page 2

    I know its grim to tie the 

holidays to crime, so let’s just 

say this one was written for 

the Grinch among us.”    -Page 4
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DEcEmBEr spEakEr:
ron krist

Ron Krist will speak at our luncheon 
on December 8.  Ron, a trial lawyer with 
53 years of experience, will present 
“Columbia, Challenger and Apollo: Les-
sons Learned in the Trenches.”  Ron will 
use his representation of the families of 
astronauts as a background for a dis-
cussion of how the practice of law has 
developed over the years.  Ron was in-
volved in litigation following the Space 
Shuttle Columbia disaster.  Ron also 
represented the surviving family mem-
bers of Space Shuttle Challenger astro-
nauts Ronald McNair, Gregory Jarvis, 
and Judy Resnik, who were killed when 
the shuttle exploded just after launch-
ing in January 1986 because of a faulty 
O-ring on a rocket booster. Ron also 
represented Betty Grissom, the widow 
of astronaut Virgil “Gus” Grissom, who 
was killed when the Apollo 1 command 
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module caught fire in a pre-launch test 
for the lunar mission at Cape Kennedy 
in Florida.

Ron has handled numerous types of 
serious personal injury matters over the 
years, including catastrophic aerospace 
accidents, maritime accidents, aviation 
accidents, trucking accidents, motor 
vehicle accidents, workplace accidents, 
and defective product injuries.  A native 
Texan, Ron received his bachelor’s de-
gree in business administration and law 
degree from the University of Texas at 
Austin.  He is board certified in personal 
injury trial law by the Texas Board of Le-
gal Specialization. Ron has written nu-
merous books and articles about various 
facets of the law, and received numer-
ous honors and awards, including being 
listed as one of the “Best Lawyers in 
America” since 1989, the No. 1 Person-
al Injury Trial Lawyer in Texas by Texas 
Lawyer Magazine, and one of the seven 
most successful lawyers in America by 
Forbes Magazine.

He is a fellow with the American Col-
lege of Trial Lawyers, former president of 
the International Academy of Trial Law-
yers, board member for the International 
Society of Barristers, board member for 
the National Institute for Trial Advoca-
cy, president of the Houston chapter of 
the American Board of Trial Advocates, 
and member of the Inner Circle of Advo-
cates, an invitation-only group limited to 
the 100 best plaintiff lawyers in the U.S.

David Isaak

CLE, Advanced Oil, 
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