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I was born and raised in Dallas and graduat-
ed from Bishop Lynch High School, home of the
Fighting Friars.  Who knew Catholics could be so
ironic?  Texas Tech was the venue of choice for
college, mostly due to the 70s and anti-war
demonstrations at closer, more liberal campuses.
I received a BA in history and English, together
with a teaching certificate, and taught Texas histo-
ry, language arts and English for several diverse
and challenging years.  I retooled my skills, made
a quick career detour,  and I became a paralegal at
a large Houston law firm.

My designated practice group was banking,
and the time period was the
late 70s when the banks in
Houston were loaning mil-
lions of dollars to sketchy
oilfield suppliers who were
enjoying the oil boom in
the Gulf of Mexico, mostly
off the Louisiana coast.  I
saw more of Louisiana
than I wanted to see and
became fairly knowledge-
able about Louisiana
parishes and chattel mort-
gages.  Big diamonds, gold
chains, and Cajun accents
were the standard fare at
the closings.  This was in the good ole days when
we had actual closings with real people in one
room.

After six years of almost practicing law
while my boss spent his days swigging Scotch
around his swimming pool, I decided to make the
leap to law school.  The University of Houston
Law Center was the most logical choice, and I
was relieved to discover I wasn’t the oldest per-
son in my class.  Law school was fun and scary,
and after graduation I went to work for a law firm
in Houston which no longer exists representing
banks which no longer exist.

David Horsley and I met along the way,
when we were students at Texas Tech.  We dated
not very seriously or exclusively and not for very

long before he dumped me for some other girl.
Two years later, he realized his folly, and circled
back around to see if we could make a life togeth-
er.  He has been the stabilizing force in my life
for over 30 years.

I loved practicing law in the fast paced
Houston legal world, but the births of Matthew
and Rachel helped me reevaluate my goals and
seek an upgrade in our quality of life.  We left
Houston behind and took a chance on Amarillo,
where we thought we knew no one except fellow
lawyer Betty Little, who was the ex-wife of one
of David’s college buddies.  The law firm that

hired me imploded during
my first 30 days on the job.
It was a tenuous but fitting
new start for our family.
Amarillo quickly became
home and I settled into the
practice of corporate and
business law with the re-
maining members of the
Underwood Law Firm for
several years before leaving
to start Brown & Fortunato,
P.C.

Founding a law firm
was not in my career goals,
but being part of the launch

of a new law firm taught me a lot about business
and risk and helps me be a better counselor and
advisor to my clients.  I appreciate the support
and collective wisdom of the team at Brown &
Fortunato, P.C. as I continue my corporate and
business law practice with them.

My youngest “child” has headed to college
and I’m currently in a transition mode.  I’m not
too worried about the empty nest as free time
from high school and extracurricular activities is
filled by serving as a Regent at Amarillo College,
a Trustee at Polk Street United Methodist Church,
and a cabinet member for the United Way cam-
paign.  I’m looking forward to the surprises and
changes which this transition period will bring
and the new challenges ahead.
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Meet your President - Michele Fortunato After six years of al-
most practicing law
while my boss spent his
days swigging Scotch
around his swimming
pool...” - Page 1

he also downed a 72
oz. steak at the Big
Texan earlier this year
which he purportedly
counts as one of his great-
est accomplishments.”- Page 3

recent articles indi-
cate that Libras and at-
torneys are above-average
insurance risks”- Page 4

Pero si hablan en
una lengua que el corte
no puede comprender, el-
los no pueden ganar.”- Page 5  

“

YYoouurr BBaarr EEvveennttss -- OOccttoobbeerr 22000077

Advanced Family Law CLE, 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Eagle Center

Columbus
Day

AABA Board
Meeting, 11:45
a.m. Amarillo
Club

Bar
Luncheon,
11:45 a.m.
Amarillo Club

“

“

AAYLA Board
Meeting,
12:00 p.m.
Sprouse Law
Firm

Happy
Halloween

“

                                 


