
















AMA-LAW is published monthly from
September through May by the Amarillo
Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 

Single Issue   
Business Card $50
Quarter-Page $75
Half-Page $150
Full Page $300

Discounted rates are available for multiple
issues.  Publication of an advertisement
does not imply endorsement of any prod-
uct or service. AABA reserves the right to
select and edit materials to be published.
Advertisements are limited to those prod-
ucts and services that are substantially relat-
ed to improving the legal profession and
the legal community in the northernmost
twenty-six counties of the Panhandle of
Texas. Contact Jo Ann Holt, Executive
Director, at 371-7226 or 
amabar@arn.net for more information
about advertising in AMA-LAW.

Contact Us

For more information about your local area
bar association or for address changes, con-
tact Jo Ann Holt, Executive Director, at:

Amarillo Area Bar Association
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: amabar@arn.net

Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at 
www.amarillobar.org for information and
links to both local and state-wide legal re-
sources.

Whether it was good planning, visionary genius or just dumb luck,  we

started focusing on our heritage in Ama-Law several years ago.  With the help of

James Wester and the promise of immunity, Legal Yarns has unlocked stories

from the memories of our members which have entertained and enlightened us.

How would we otherwise know that Fred Griffin interviewed for his job with the

city attorney’s office at the Potter County jail, where the City Attorney was incar-

cerated by Judge Robinson for contempt?  These stories provide an insight into

our historical (some might say hysterical) foundation.  The timing of the publica-

tion of these collective reflections could not be better as we prepare for our cen-

tennial celebration in 2010.  One of our goals for our centennial celebration is to

publish a book which highlights our rich history.  We appreciate the time it takes

to put your stories into a written form.  Keep sending your stories and photo-

graphs as we share our past and reminisce about days gone by.

After over six years of coordinating our local CLE offerings, Laura

Hamilton has decided that  changes in her professional pursuits mean it is time to

turn the CLE helm over to a successor.  The AABA has been well served by

Laura and her assistant Deitra Hill and their dedication to the mission of bringing

CLE courses to our doorstep.  We appreciate the efforts and volunteer hours

which Laura and Deitra have invested in this project.  Not only is it economical

and more convenient for our members to attend CLE in Amarillo, but the AABA

has benefited with much needed revenue. Our next step is to form a committee to

help coordinate the CLE courses which the AABA brings to Amarillo.  If you are

interested in serving on a CLE committee to help with the registration and logis-

tics for the CLE courses, please let me know.  The next course will be Advanced

Family Law on October 24-26 which will be held as scheduled.  You will find in-

formation about registering for this course in this issue of Ama-Law.

Many thanks to the 7th Court of Appeals which used its budget to pur-

chase 2 metal detectors to be used in the Potter County courts building.  The

AABA is continuing to work with the Potter County sheriff’s office on a plan for

courthouse security which will be submitted to the commissioners.  We will keep

you posted as developments occur, but we are making progress and moving in the

right direction on this very important issue.
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“Where
have you been

all of my life?”

What exactly
is a CLNC?

Risk-free
guarantee

Types of cases
I can assist with:

Some of
the services

I provide:

Contact:

This is what many attorneys say after they discover the ben-
efits of using a CLNC (certified legal nurse consultant) for the 
first time.  Attorneys through-out the U.S. are learning the 
value of having a CLNC on their side in litigation. 

A CLNC is a registered nurse who has successfully completed the 
rigorous CLNC Certification Program developed by the company 
that pioneered the field of legal nurse consulting. I am a CLNC, and 
I use my 16 years of nursing experience to assist attorneys win 
cases.  I can quickly and cost effectively pinpoint and interpret 
medical and nursing issues in any case involving health, illness or 
injury.

My services are far more cost-effective than those of a physician. I 
also offer a risk-free guarantee. I’m an “insider” to the medical 
system.  Nowhere else will the legal profession have access to this 
level of cost-effective expertise for reviewing medical records and 
understanding and communicating the terminology and subtleties of 
the healthcare system.

• Medical and Nursing Malpractice
• General Negligence / Personal Injury
• Products Liability 
• Toxic Tort/Workers’ Compensation / Workplace Injury
• Criminal Cases 
• ANY case involving Health, Illness, or Injury                           

• Screen cases for merit (much more cost effectively than an MD).
• Define deviations from and adherences to the applicable
  standards of care. 
• Assess the alleged damages and/or injuries.
• Identify factors that caused or contributed to the alleged damages
  and/or injuries.
• Organize, tab and paginate medical records.
• Summarize, translate and interpret medical records; put into a
  report to make your day in court/deposition much easier.
• Identify and recommend potential defendants. 
• Conduct literature search and integrate the literature and
  standards/guidelines into the case analysis. 
• Identify and review relevant medical records, hospital policies and
  procedures, other essential documents and tangible items.
• Identify tampering in medical records. 
• Locate expert witnesses. Work with them, assisting them to
  prepare for testifying.
And much more……

Mona Betzen, RN, CCRC, CLNC

(806) 355-5817
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I was born and raised in Dallas and graduat-
ed from Bishop Lynch High School, home of the
Fighting Friars.  Who knew Catholics could be so
ironic?  Texas Tech was the venue of choice for
college, mostly due to the 70s and anti-war
demonstrations at closer, more liberal campuses.
I received a BA in history and English, together
with a teaching certificate, and taught Texas histo-
ry, language arts and English for several diverse
and challenging years.  I retooled my skills, made
a quick career detour,  and I became a paralegal at
a large Houston law firm.

My designated practice group was banking,
and the time period was the
late 70s when the banks in
Houston were loaning mil-
lions of dollars to sketchy
oilfield suppliers who were
enjoying the oil boom in
the Gulf of Mexico, mostly
off the Louisiana coast.  I
saw more of Louisiana
than I wanted to see and
became fairly knowledge-
able about Louisiana
parishes and chattel mort-
gages.  Big diamonds, gold
chains, and Cajun accents
were the standard fare at
the closings.  This was in the good ole days when
we had actual closings with real people in one
room.

After six years of almost practicing law
while my boss spent his days swigging Scotch
around his swimming pool, I decided to make the
leap to law school.  The University of Houston
Law Center was the most logical choice, and I
was relieved to discover I wasn’t the oldest per-
son in my class.  Law school was fun and scary,
and after graduation I went to work for a law firm
in Houston which no longer exists representing
banks which no longer exist.

David Horsley and I met along the way,
when we were students at Texas Tech.  We dated
not very seriously or exclusively and not for very

long before he dumped me for some other girl.
Two years later, he realized his folly, and circled
back around to see if we could make a life togeth-
er.  He has been the stabilizing force in my life
for over 30 years.

I loved practicing law in the fast paced
Houston legal world, but the births of Matthew
and Rachel helped me reevaluate my goals and
seek an upgrade in our quality of life.  We left
Houston behind and took a chance on Amarillo,
where we thought we knew no one except fellow
lawyer Betty Little, who was the ex-wife of one
of David’s college buddies.  The law firm that

hired me imploded during
my first 30 days on the job.
It was a tenuous but fitting
new start for our family.
Amarillo quickly became
home and I settled into the
practice of corporate and
business law with the re-
maining members of the
Underwood Law Firm for
several years before leaving
to start Brown & Fortunato,
P.C.

Founding a law firm
was not in my career goals,
but being part of the launch

of a new law firm taught me a lot about business
and risk and helps me be a better counselor and
advisor to my clients.  I appreciate the support
and collective wisdom of the team at Brown &
Fortunato, P.C. as I continue my corporate and
business law practice with them.

My youngest “child” has headed to college
and I’m currently in a transition mode.  I’m not
too worried about the empty nest as free time
from high school and extracurricular activities is
filled by serving as a Regent at Amarillo College,
a Trustee at Polk Street United Methodist Church,
and a cabinet member for the United Way cam-
paign.  I’m looking forward to the surprises and
changes which this transition period will bring
and the new challenges ahead.

Michele Fortunato, President
Kelly Utsinger, President-Elect
Justice James T. Campbell, Vice President
Michelle Sibley, Secretary-Treasurer
Mark D. White, Immediate Past President
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Mark Logsdon, AAYLA President
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Meet your President - Michele Fortunato After six years of al-
most practicing law
while my boss spent his
days swigging Scotch
around his swimming
pool...” - Page 1

he also downed a 72
oz. steak at the Big
Texan earlier this year
which he purportedly
counts as one of his great-
est accomplishments.”- Page 3

recent articles indi-
cate that Libras and at-
torneys are above-average
insurance risks”- Page 4

Pero si hablan en
una lengua que el corte
no puede comprender, el-
los no pueden ganar.”- Page 5  

“
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Advanced Family Law CLE, 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Eagle Center

Columbus
Day

AABA Board
Meeting, 11:45
a.m. Amarillo
Club

Bar
Luncheon,
11:45 a.m.
Amarillo Club

“

“

AAYLA Board
Meeting,
12:00 p.m.
Sprouse Law
Firm

Happy
Halloween

“

                                 


